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I.— IXTRODUCT( )1{Y.— TWO rAMOUS 
ANCIENT BOROUUIiS. 

The present Premier, sp'^aking* in the delate on 
Lord J3erby'fl lieform iJill, ia US')P, defendtd tho 
minor boroughs of our PurJiHinoiitary f?ybte»»i, rIiow- 
jng how small pocket constiLuenci«rt hud ol'tv-ii fur- 
nished the first seat to young afpiriins to i.'ii.i:jb;T- • 
ship in the Commons who afttTwaid-* 1»«^(mi:io iii*.*u 
of light and leading, and in s<»mc notowuithy in- 
fctances the most eminent sLutosmen of tiitir day. 
Fox and Pitt, Canning iind Ciiath m, I eel uml 
Pelham all initiated their hriilianL (arecra at ^^--t 
{Stephen's as the represonlati ves of little lioiou^hs, 
in Avhich propriottry inlluenef's veie o.iinipoh'iit. 
I\rr. Gladstone spoko feelingly when ho iiisLunccd the . 
unimpoi*tant towna which were the nursery ^rannds 
for legis'ative younglings who grew up to boxjiliard 
of tho State: for he himself first sat for Newark 
by the aid of the l>uko of Xewca tie. lUit all the 
old boroughs, Newark among them, th»t cannot lay 
claim to a given maxinmm of ijopuialion, arc now 
to be swept away. No m.itter what their 
antiquity, nor how important has been the part Ihoy 
have played in the making of Engijiud's hinlory, 
U they do not contain ilio iixed numl.or of inhabi- 
tfints, their doom has been soin.det]. . The 'Mitile 
systems have had their day," and soon mnst " cease 
to be," as far as sending a member enttrely for 
tiicmselves goes; and their identity will be lost 
Lenccfoi'th in the larger constitueucios of which they 
Avill fonn a lomponmt jart. . ome of tho minor 
boroughs have returned *'kn'gh!s of the shiro" and 
burgesses to Parliament since ]\Iagna Charta was 
force 1 from King .'ohn at i.'unn mode ; and no less 
tlian thirty-one of the eighty-two expiring con- 
stituencies of Kngland and \vale8 have been 
regularly represented ior well-nigh ()(;0 years ; or,* 
to boovact, troiji the Tarli mient which assembled in 
l'i9r«, the twenty-lliird year of the reign of the first 
Edward. Many of tho n owe their birth as Parlia- 
mentary boroj^lis to historical accident and 
man ouyres of State, and, as is obvious to all, have 
thus sprang into constitutional eminence without 
regard to their own intrinsic importnnce. Hence it 
is that a comprohonsive attempt to bringTa^out fair 
di.tribution of representation rings out tho death- 
knell of such a number of constituencies which have 
ivj long enjoyed anomalous and undue Parliamen- 
tarv exaltation. 
The dying boron jjha have l\Kd, «A. \«wbX., \Xi>sstt 
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full bhuro m contributing incidents of note to our 
nHtional chrohiclejj ; and if unfairly exeited local 
induencos and electoral corruption have not really 
iu themselves entirely brought^ aboiit the extinction 
wliich awaits in the neai* future 106- minor boroughs 
(>i the kingdoirif^'s<ich a slatf> of thiq^ as nas' 
g^'nernlly obtained in connection therewith haJ^ 
:i(lded much tliat is at onQO interesting and instruc- 
tive to the cho^ucroi story of their Parliamentary 
life. Without attempting any elaborate eystein 'of 
classification' in. the ante-mortem relation of; -the 
most notable occurrences in connection- with, the 
constituencies now about to draw their latest Parlia- 
n.cntary breath — for4ho8e papers are ' more a col- 
lection of anecdotal gatherings than. an essay at 
e.xhaustive. historical treatment of the subject-— we 
will first glance at the boroughs of eldest birth. 

The littie ^^iltshire market town of Marlborougli, 
the represi-ntation of wliich has long been in the 
hands of the Brudenoll- Bruce family, has a Paiiia- ' 
mentary record reaching back far beyond the 
first complete assembhige of members. Prior to its 
incorporation by King John in 1204, Marlborough 
had' been a borough by prescription ; and succeeding 
mcnHrchs granted the Corporation new charters ex- 
tending its privileges, here in the fifty-second 
year of the reign of Ilenry III, a Parliament was- 
held, and passed those memorable Acts now histori- 
cally styled the statutes of Marlborough. From 
12!)5 to the passing of Mv. Disraeli's Reform Act of 

• 18G7, Marlborough, with some intermissions, re- 
turned two members, and has since been represented 
by one, the Marquis of Ailesbury's nominee. The 
present lord of Savornake himself sat for the borough 
for the forty-six years preceding his succession to the 
marqieate in 187^^. Formerly the Mayor and free- 
men on!y, some 260 strong, formed the constituency ; 
but the first Reform Bill of 1832 added the"- i- 10 
Jbouseholdera, and the electorate now numbers 647. 
No shining lights of state have figured as member* 
for Marlborough ; the most noticeable representa- 
tives having been Lord Cardigan, the successive 
scions of the Bruce family, and Henry Bingham 
Baring, who was a Lord of the Treasary under Sir 

* 'Robert Peel. The Right Bon. Lord' CharleB W. 
Bruce, Yice Chamherlain of the Ro^al Household, 
and a Privy Councillor, 'la the sitting member. 

To Huntingdon nelongs the honour of having 
returned to Parliament it;^ illustrious . son Oliver 
Cromwell, then in his 3Cth year,. ^J^ is name will for 
all time stand out as that of one of the arch-cele- 
brities of our history. The borou^ih sent two. mem- 
bers to the earlii^st complete l^arliament, and. the 
dual representation continued*, until the days of 
Disraeli's reform. Among other eminent members 
may be mentioned the first Earl J^Iulgrave, Chief 
Baron Pollock, Thomas Baring, the bafiker, arid 
Major-Genoral Jonathan Peel, a yotmger brother of 
Sir liobert. The present Sir. Robert Peel was 
elected in March of last year for Huntingdon, on 
Viscount Hitchinbrook succeeding to the Earldom 
of Sandwich. Cromwell vsnt np from Huntingdon 
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to the Parliament wtueix met m Marcn, mia, tue 
third year of the reign o'' the ill-fated iirst Charles^ 
and made his first recorded speech in the following 
February. The sturdy young Puritan, whose after 
life was to be marked by such mighty deeds, had 
formed ooe of a committee of the House concerning 
pardons granted by thie monarch to certain 
pel sons censured ly Parliament, ^ and, on the 
report coming up for consideration, he made 
some stirring utterances against PopicOii 
practices which had been disclosed. Sir Philip 
Warwick's " Memoirs'* give us a portrait of Crom- 
well as he appeared addressing the House at one of 
the early sittings of the Long Parliament. Says Sir 
Philip : ^^ One morning I came into the House and 
perceived a gentleman speaking whom I knew not| 
very ordinarily apparelled, for it was a plain cloth 
suit, which seemed to have been made by an ill 
colintry tailor. His linen was plain, and not very 
clean ; and 1 1 emeniber a speck or two of blood upon 
his litt'e band, which was not much larger than his 
collar. His hat was without a hat-band ; his stature 
was of a good size ; his sword stuck close to his side, 
his countenance swollen and reddish, his voi e sharp 
and untunable, and his eloqnenoe full of fervour. 
For the subject-matter would not bear much of 
reason, it being on behalf of a servant of 3Ir. 
^rynne's, who had dispersed libels aginstthe Queen 
for dancing and suchlike innocent and courtly 
sports ; and he aggravated the imprisonment of this 
man by the Council-table unto that height tliat 
one would have believed that the very Government 
itself had been in great danger by it." Mr. .7on- 
nings, in his ** Book of Parliamentary Anecdotes," 
tells liow Cromwell had one day spoken with his cha- 
racteristic warmth in the House, when Lord Digby 
asked Hampden who the speaker was.. The gi eat 
patriot made this prophetic re]jly : " That sloven 
whom you see before you hath no ornament in his 
speech ; that sloven, I saj'^, if we ever come to a 
breach with the King (which God forbid !)- in such 
a case, I say, that sloven will be the greatest man in 
Ingland." Thomas Carlyle has given an excellent 
account of how CroTuwell put a violent end to the 
Long Parliament and initiated the Civil War which 
rent the heart of England, cost the King his crown 
and liislifc, an I had its ultimatum in the igiion.inous 
exhibition of (he dea4 body of Old Ironsides himself 
on Tyburn tree. Here is a somewhat shortened 
trans -ript of the narrative of the '*Sage of Chelsea:" 
"April 20th, I'ioS : Young Colonel Si iney, the 
celebmted Algernon, sat in the House this morning; 
a House of some lilty- three. Algernon has left dis- 
tinct note of the ailuir ; less distinct we have from 
Bulstrode, uho was also there. Solid Ludlow was 
far olf in Ireland, but gathered many details in {ifter 
•years ; and faithfully wrote them down, in the 
unappeasable indignation of his heait. Combining 
those three originals, we have obtained the follow- 
ing : * The Parliameut sitting as usual, and being in 
debate upon the bill -for Parliamentary ]{Gf6rm\ 
with the amendments, which it ^'ftA \.\iQf\k,v^^> n9c>\^<^ 



have been passed that day, the Lord General Crom- 
well came into the llonse, clad in plain black clothes 
and gi'ey worsted stockings, and sat down, us^ he 
used to do, in an ordin^ir}'^ place.' For some time 
he listens to this intcro3t^nj>; debate on the bill; 
beckoning once to Haixison, who came over to "him, 

and aaswered duLitatingly. Whereupon the Lora . 
Genei-al sat still for about a quarter of au hour 
longer. But now the question being to be put, 
That this bill do now pass, he beckons .again to 
Harrison, says * This is the time I must do it **— 
and so * rose up, put olT his hat, und spake. At the 
first, and for a good while, he spake to the commendii*. 
tion of the Parliament for their pains and care of the 
public good ; but afterwards he clianged his style, told 
them of their injustice, delays of jui=tice, self-interest, 
and other faults '— rising highet 9|id higher, into 
a veiy aggravated style indeed. An honoui-ablo 
member, Sir Peter Wentworth by name, rises to 
order, as we nhrase it ; sa}*^, * It it strange language 
this; unusual within the walls of Parliament this I 
And from a trusted servant too ; and one whom we 

have so highly honoured ; and one .' * Come 

come V exclaims my Lord General, ill a very high 
kny. • W e have had enough of thin,' — and in fact 
my Lord General, now blazing all up into clear oqH' 
flifirration, o- claims, *T '^vill puf an end to your 
p:-.-l ng,', and ^[q\,b "forth into tho floor of t!ba 
;;iK-e, and ' el.ipp'ng oif hie li.i-,' aad ocoasional^jr 

* stau'.ping the tloor ^ith hN'-^Wit/ le/iins a discourse 
v.hich no man can report. IlV is iieard saying, 'It 
13 not tit that you should sit hert;' (ttzy longer I Ybw 
have sat too long hero for an}'' gowf 7011 hare been 
doing latclj^ Yo»i shall now give place to bctteir 
men. Call them in ! ' adds he Iriefly, to HaiTiaoi^ 
in word of bullets in their snap-haaces ,* grina^ 
prompt for orders. . . * You call yourselvea m 
Parliament,*' continues my Lord General, in dear 
bhize of conflagration : ' You are no Parliament ; I 
say, you arc no Parliani^nt ! .Some of you aMt^ 
drunkards,' and his eye Hashes on poor Mr. Chaloner, 
an oiHcial man of some value, addicted to thebottlo; 

* some of you are, — ' and he glares into Htary 
Marten, and the poor Sir Peter, who rose to cacden 
lewd livers both—* living in open contempt of Qod% 
commandments.* * Corrupt, unjust persona ; 
scandalous to the profession of the (jlospel : how can 
you bo a Parliament for God's peoplis? Depazt^ 
I say ; and let us have done with you. In the name 
of God— go!' The iHouse is of course all on iii 
feet — uncor' am almost 'whether not on its head; 
such a Scene as was never seen before in any HooM 
of Commons. History rei)ort3 with a shudder that 
my Lord General, lifting the sacred mace itself, sai^ 

* What shall wo do with this bauble ? Take it away r 
— and gave it to a musketeer. And'now, * Fotchhioa 
down !' says ho to Harrison, Hashing on the Speaker* 
Speaker Lenthal, more an ancient Homan than 
anything else, decla/cs ho will not come till forced 

* Sir, ' said Harrison, * I will lend you a hand ; ' 
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which Speaker Lenthal came down, and gloomOtf 
VHBJBhod. Tliey all vanibhed, flooding gloomily^. 



clamorously out, to their ulterior business and 
poctive places of abode ; the T.ong rarliamcnt is difr* 
Bolved I ' It's you that forced me to this,' exclaira* 
m}' Lord (4eiioral : * I have sought the Lord iiig^t 
and day that Ho would latliur slay me than put am 
upon the doing of tliis work ' " 

What this hold and stormy heginning on thejpn^ 
of the member for Hunting ion led to is matter oft 
history, which all our readers are familiar with. 
Cromi\ell, in the House, was often at loggerhead* 
with Henry Marten, the Boikahiro member, wh0 
passed tN\ enty years in prison at Chepstow Cr«st!ii 
for treasonable pra-.-.ti jns agninst the Crown, and afr' 
last expired in the old fort on the wcstcni Wy«u 
Oliver once s'^offingly styled his fellow- Kepublioaii 
**Sir Harry Marten" in the course of debate, ♦• 
which the latter, with ready wit, replied, altera 
bow of burlesque obsequi Uvsnesa : *• I thank your 
Majesty. I always thought when you were King I 
should be knighted/' While Marten had always 
been friendly towards Cromwell, and once moveA. 
the thanks of Parliament to its great General for Ins 
services, he yet evinced outspoken dlbllke to ibm 
growing power of the Koundhead leader, iirging m. 
Sie House **that if they were to be govemed lyy 
one man, their last King would hn.^e been a* 
proper a gentleman for it as any in England^ for hok 
found no fault with his person, but with his offios: 
only." 

« 

II.— STAMFORD TOWN". 

TiTF old borough of Stamford, which in the days 
when the Dane was dominant in Lu^laud was one 
of the five principal cities in the (umniry, returned 
members to the Council in the 2 th, 2t'^th, and ;ii th 
years of thereign of the wuiTior PlantavxiQetmon «rc}>, 
Edward l^OTigshanks. Wo again iind itrei>rf£enieU 
at that Parliament which was held at York in i^^-l 
when Edward of ( aernrrvon, the imbecile 8on of a 
puissant father, had nomiually held the throne of 
England for fifteen years. At this assei^iblago it 
was that the monarch, j;roaniiig mid r t'.o 
suprem icy his own incapacity had a ord(d to the 
barons— whose intrigue ultimately led to tlio kiii;^-'d 
murder by the recreant Mortimer in IJorkeloy Casiio 
— appealed to the Commons a-, aiust the Lords. 'J ho 
cry of the feeble wiolder of the sceptre resulted in 
a formal deree declaring that legisialive authoriiy 
resided in the king, witli the aubent of the prelatos, 
earls and barons, and the *' commonalty of the 
realm," the first express recognition of the right of 
the people to participate in their own rule, hjtani- 
ford's representation seems to have ceased from 
this time 'until the IJord year of the succeeding 
re'gn, when a treaty of peace was concluded witn 
liVance, and King John o'' that country, who had boon 
taken prii^oner by the Black Prinze, and lay captive 
in the Lincolnshire eastle of Somerton, was set free. 
The old town had an intonnittent representation 
from this time through the reigns of Richard of 
Bordeaux and the three Henries who succeeded that 
tvninnical monarch, until the twtilttVv "^esct q.\ \>\^ 
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Kose pf Rouen's" BOverHgnty. irum this period 
(1472) until the Peform hill of 1^67 was passed, 
Ktamford regularly ^eTlt two inenihersto Parliament. 
The ooustituenry orf^innliy consisted of the seot and 
lot inhahitAots, to which the firat Reform Act added 
the €10 lionReholJers, the ele torate being thereby 
increase! to .'Mi<t. Lord .lohn Busscll sought to 
swell the importance of Stamf* rd by adding to th« 
burgees roll the electors of the parish of Bourn, nnd 
now some 13 "of the men of Stamford exercise the 
saffrage. When the last of the Stuart kings 
governed Vng'and, and Sir 'Ihomas Oebome, after- 
wwrtis Karl of Danby, was Lord Treasurer, an. 
in'ident of much note occurred in connection with 
Stamford A motion was made in the House of Com- 
mons on \^ arch '-Ith, lt)77 concerning a petition then 
i»re:^fnte^^, which has no p^rallel for its singularity 
in the pn>m^s of electioneering ati'airs. The High 
Shell rf of Lincoln* John Hatcher, of Coleby, then 
exh hit'^d to the Committee of Privileges a petition 
8fttin«r forth that ho was duly elected for Stamford, 
thoMgh that h< ial h:id himself returned as member 
one ' amy Xowoll Parliament, however* refused 
to heed tlie sherifl'i^ " humble petition." For 
a long successioa of generations Stamford's repre- 
sentation was in the hands of the Cecils, lords of 
Burleigh House, hard by the town, the manor 
liaving been gxanted to tho firat baron of that ilk by 
Queen Mizabeth. 'i'he paramount influence of the 
Cecils was at one time brought to boar in the town 
without scruple; and mooey was lavishly expended 
to retain the" support of the '* free and independent " 
burgesses^ - This golden persuasion, exerted here as 
elsewhere, seemis to have been supplemented in a 
remarkable degree by intimidation as an added 
method of bending the will of the electors to the 
thinking of those who aspired to a monop>oly of 
political power. How the men who. voted in the 
constituency of Stamford were allowed to exercise 
their suffrage may be seen in the circumstance that 
at tho contest in 1S31, the last before the lleform. 
Bill, the Under Secretary'- of State received informa- 
tion that thirty-six pun^ilists had been hired in 
London by a superintendent of police on behalf of 
the Marquis of Exeter, or Lord Thomas Cecil , to 
assist in the candidature of the latter for the borough. 
Under the pretext of keeping the peace, this 
fighting detachment of ** police" were enrolled 
as special constables of >^tamford. In addition to 
tYiGBbpro. lew. authorised and peculiarly accomplished 
**olficial8*' there were also engaged in the contest, 
says a local historical writer, ^*amob, numbering 
three hundred, armed with thick stic^-'*. who were 
hired at seven shillings a day ex pi -) i\,o march 
about for tiie purpose of inspiring .. • -imongst 
those who purposed to support Tc yson, the 
lleform candidate. As might' be expected an 
abundance of broken heads resulted from the 
importation of thf>se bullies and blackguards, and 
the whdle'afiairwore so disgusting an aspect that 
the Secretary of State, on the facts being laid before 

bim> wop oempelled to admit that this was a case 
• • ^ ... - 



reqnirm^^ me interference of (lovemment.** 
tinder Ihe influence of the Ballot Act Stamford 
returned a Liberal to. Parliament, and 48 so repre- 
sented to-dav, thus overthrowing the ascendancy of 
the Cecil innnence. Ip connection with this famous 
election " fight "— ^for fight it was in veiy deed- 
between the scion of the house of Oeoil and Charles 
Tennyson, who was, by the way, an uncle of the 
present Foet Laureate, the celebrated Stamford 
'* Bull-running " attracted the attention of the 
country. This " Bull-running," a characteristic 
example of the rough and often brutal Bport.8 
of our ancestors, had its origin, so tradition 
tells, in the time of King John ; when 
one day William, Earl of Warren, standing on 
the battlements of Stamford Castle, saw two bulla 
fighting in the adjacent meadows. Some butchers 
essaying to separate the combatants, one of the 
^ infuriated animals rushed into the town, creating a 
great uproar. The earl, mounting his horse, 
followed the flying bull, and enjoyed the chase, 
so much that he gave the field in which the 
battle began to the butchers of Stamford to 
hold for ever, on condition that they should pro- 
vide from the rental a bull to be "run" in the 
town annually on St, Brice's Day (November loth), 
the anniversary of the first fight. There is no 
documentary evidence in support of this tradition, 
but the town of Stamford undoubtedly hold certain 
common rights on the spot specified, which is still 
spoken of as the bull-meadow. The yearly bull- 
running became an institution of the town ; and a 
Mayor of Stamford, who died in 1766, left a sum of 
money to encourage the custom. I'he vestry accounts 
also show that it was the practice of the church- 
wardens to give an annual grant towards the sus- 
tenance of the ** si)ort." There is an old, and still 
popular ** bullard's *' song, which used to be sang at 
tho ** running," an I at election times when 
Stamford's distinguishing sport was elevated into a 
party qiiestion, two stanzas of which purport to give 
the origin o5 the custom. They run thus • 

Earl Warren way the n:an, 

That first began this gallant sport ; ) 
In the castle ho did stand 

And f aw the bonny bulls that fought. 
Tho butchers with their buU-dogs came^ 

• hose sturdy, stuliborn bulls to tame. 
But more with madness did inflame; 

Enraged they ran through Stamford* 

Deliiihted with the sport, 

Thojmeadows there he freely gave; 
Wh' ' "^0 bonny bulls once fought, 

"^ . r.tchers now do hold and have* 
By ^^f^T they aie strictly bound. 

Thit every year a bull be found ; 
Come di'j:ht your face, you dirty down, 

And stump away 'o Stamford. 

It was Tot until less than a century ago that 
any attempt was made by the authonties to 
put a 8top_ to this exciting but bmtal cntQu- 
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tainment, winch was witnessed with much enjoy- 
ment by the men of the shires of Lincoln and 
Ivorthiimpton. Then the Mayor issued a quaint 
proclamation, setting forth that bull-running was con- 
trary to religion , law, and nat ure, and punishable with 
thepcnalty of death. The then Karl of Exeter added 
his inliuonco to the himiane e!!oits of the Chiof 
Mapstiate; lut the buU was run, and Mayor and 
carl insulted by the mob. The next j-ear the Mayor, 
iiaving obtaine I the assistance of a troop of 
diaL^oons to aid him in the exercise of autho- 
rity, met the bull at St. George's- gate, as 
it ' was • being driven into the town l.y 
tljo ljuUwoman»a vinigo jauntily bedetketi with 
streaming ribbons, who played the part of chief ma- 
tador on • hese xwjcisions The animal was followed 
by a cro^d of "buUards,** as the participators in the 
sport were styled. On the Mayor appealing to the 
commander of the cavalry to stop the proceFsion,tho 
dragoon officer declined to interfere, holding that 
the people were peacefully walking on the highway. 
•* In that case," angrily replied his worship, " your 
men are of no use hero " ** N'ery well,*' rejoined the 
©nicer/' " I will dismiss them." The dragoons, on 

ihns receiving tnoir libf • ty, in great glee joined the 
"buUards/* and tho bu:l Was run with more spirit 
than ever before The townsfolk, delighted with the 
exc'iti: g custom, subscribed to support a second 

^annual bull - running, which, or a time, 
took place on the Monday succeeding 

. Christmas Pay ; and there were several occasional 
snpplementary bull run tngs, the candidates for 
the Parliament try representation of Stamford gene- 
rally being found ready to give a bull as a means of 
securing popularity In I'^.'il the Conservative 
party canvas-ed the town under a Dag on which a 
lull was embla/oned. Several clergymen and other 
humane gentlemen strongly remonstrated against 

: this pandei ing to a brutal taste, distin tly declaring 
that they would not vote unless the obnoxious 
banner were hiid aside. But many persons of 
atation defended the practice, declaring that the 
bull running was " an old-fashioned and manly 
English Bi^rt, inspiring courage, agility, and pre- 
sence of ir.md iiniler cfin.tc'r,' And as regarcW 
hnin:»nity, not so (ni»l to the i r':ii» croatior), nor so 
porilous to the life n.nd limb of man as the more 
gonoraliy favoured sport of f ox-huntin.i»:.'' Kotwith- 
f<t'uilin<>:, however, Loid Thomas Cecil fodght under 
thi^ hnniior or the 1 uU, though he lost the battle. 
Jfiui.ig Lhc ponin<>-, and at tiie hustings, this im- 
mei'8"! ilai^, whicit lor«i ihe luuend of **A BuH for 
Ever." was piominoutiv displayed, and made m 
powerful bid for seeming the victory. " A Bull foK 
Kvcr'* was a strange election cry, and as it proved^ 
to the surprise o I aU, nniuuiiective one. Thestruggla 
between the Marquis of Exeter's nominee and 
Charles I'onnyson is still remembered by the older 
inhubilants of Stamford, as one of the severest 
electioneering conflicts -ever known !n the country. 
The historian of Stamford U-Ha how the bull wlta 



Tan. About a quarter to eleven diTt he mofmnge^ 
the festal day, the bell of .St. Hilary's commenced to 
toll, "by way of warning for the thoroughfares to ba 
cleared of all infirm persons and children. Freciseljr 
aa the clock struck olo\'en the bull was turned inta 
a street bloclced up at each end by a "barricade of 
waggons. At this moment everj' post, pump, aB# 
coign of vantage was occupied, and those lucky 
enough to secure such Fafo, positions could grin A 
their less lucky friends, who had to take refuge ift 
flight, the barricades, windows, and housetops beinlj^ 
crowded with erv cited specfcitors. The bull, beins 
irritated by all manner of means, was soon workeS 
up into a pitch of fury, and commgiced lo rush. 
backwards and forwards in wild rage. Then th« 
barricades, being removed, the whole crowd, bu]]» 
in<^n,boy8, and dogs, ran at full speed through ilk» 
streets. One great object being to " bridge ihm 
btill," the poor b(?ast was, if possible, turned in th^ 
direction of the bridge that spans the Welland. Tlie 
crowd then closing in, with audacious courag€fcf 
would surround and seuu the animnl; when, 8ptt0 
of his si/e and strength, he was hustled 
by main force over the parapet into the riyen 
Swimming ashore, the bull landed in the mcadowi^ii 
where the "running'* was resumed, the mii^ 
ground in the wet season about St. Brice's BavJ 
and the falls and other disasters consequent, addiiigp 
much to the amurement of the mob. This spo^ 
was carried on until the poor bea^^t «vi!H exhausted^ 
and his tormentors tired out, when he wa9 
slaughtefedi and the t]esh sold at a low rate to tha 
people, who ended the day's carnival with a supper 
of " bull-beef.'* Several oflScial attempts were made 
to put down the bar^ arous custom, without succebi^ 
after those already described. In 1839 a stronger 
force of military and police were sent to Stuiif 
ford, and every precaution was taken to prair 
vent the bull-running ; yet some treacherous 
special constables smuggled a bull into the town, an^ 
the " buUards" had another run. The animal, how«f 
ever, not being at all spirited or formidable, did not 
afford much sport, an I was soon captured by tlM| 
authorities. In the followins: year, as ball-runnin|( 
day again drew near, the people of Stamford began 
to count the cost of their amusement. The military^ 
police from London, and special constables had in 
two years alone cost the town upwards of j660O ; (ji 
sum which it was wisely thought might with greater 
fitness h^ve been expended on certain sanitary im^ 
provements which were much needed in the borong^iL 
So the inhabitants forwarded a memorial to the Hom^ 
Secretary pledging themselves that if no extraneoQA 
force of military or police was brought into tliS 
town, they would themselves prevent a repetition c§ 
the bull-running. The townsmen were taken at thm 
word,and8othehistoriccustom,whichstrongmea8UZQ9 
had so often failed to suppress, was quietly brought 
to an end. Among the more notable niem"beni 
for Stamford, besides a long roll of Cecil|% 
some of whom were afterwards aistinguished "by 
services to the State, maj'' be mentioned ColonA 
Chaplin, tibe MarquiB of Granby Q<iR\iO froiX»fts ^'gB& 




became Vuko ot Jutland', the Kight. Hon. J. (t* 
Hemes, Chancellor of the Exchequer under Vis- 
connt G» dorich, and Sir rrederic ThcsiKcr, Fint 
Solicitor and then Attorn ey-( J eneral in 8ir Robert 
PeeVs administrUtion, and later Attorney- Greneral 
under Lord Derby. The sittin«j member la Mr. M. Q 
Buzzard, Q.C., ^vho defeated Sir J. C. 3). Hay, tbf 
Conservative candidate, at the last election, by 60f 
votes to 651.^ 

in.— A CLrSTEPw OF CORNISH BOROTTGH^. 

The new allocation of Parliamentary repreeeatat'on 
will not leave any of the • oioiighs in the county o' 
Comwallj'untouched, but will swee]) away from the roll 
of constituencies all but one. U'his on o— the tom- 
posito borough of Tenrynand talmouth -preser ps 
its individuality through the action of the tist 
Reform Bill, whi- h joined to;^ether the tv o pL(u;s 
for voting pur] oses, and so biing:* the nuuiber of 




distribution dooms one honouraMo member to find 
Ids " occupaiion gone." Though thus the ( ornit.h- 
roon will have henceforth to cjut'nt tliemfeelvea 
with shiral representation, excepting in th s^ol t try 
surviving borough, there was a tiir.e, far ba^ k ^ri 
the good old days, when ( 1 "jtions wero events whLh 
stuTed up all the country- s vie, for many a month, when 
Cornwall played apart ill the making up ofTarlia- 
ments far exceeding in miport'ince that oi many 
a much more dcnsily-populated distnc. After 
Grand Councils, sitting irreg"luily here and 
t^ere up and down tht) land at moments 
of emergency had given j !ace to the 1 egiimings of 
our present system of lived 1 arliamt-nts, there was 
hardly a town in the tin -mine county but blossomed 
into a borough, and quickly the representation rail 
up until two memberti each were sumuioned for no 
less than twenty-seven Uttlo phices within the con- 
fines of tlie Cornish boundary. Tiiis anomaly, 
which advancing ju&tice has gradually alleviatea^ 
now stands within sight of final e ctincticn. Nearly 
all these }.etty boroughs owed their birth as sut h 
to the circumstance that, in the Plantagenet period. 
Crown property and power gave the King paramount 
iuMuence iu this corner of his dominion, and, as 
Wilkes once remarked, the sovereign by inviting every 
Cornish village to sen- 1 1 epiesentatives to the House 
ot Commons, procured a Pai lament packed with 
his own creatures, ready at all times to give 
effect to his behests. So it was that the fiitit 
Edward initiated in Cornwall such a system of 
representation as biS had no parallel elsewh^ro 
in the kingdom. Not a ew of these bogus boroughs, 
Hu<h as ijottreaux Castle, Oofthole, Kilhampton. 
Millbrook, Tadstow, and Polrnan, gradually died of • 
inanition ; tor the burgesses themselves ceased to 
exercise the fianchise from sheer indifference to 
things of btate, or appreciating the burlesque in 
which they were enga,ji:ed, surrenderrd their privilege 
voluntarily and w.thout rou'ret. Even as near to 



our tim'i as the passing of tho first Reform fiill, 
however, we find Jbodiiiin, Jbos-ingey, Callihgton, 
Cameli'ord, Fowoy, Grami)oun(l, Helston, Laun- 
ceston, Ijiskeard, the two Looes, East and West, 
Lostwitliie!, Newport, Penryn, St. (iermans, St.. 
Ives, St. A3awe8, St. Jkiichaol,Valtash, Tregony. and 
Tniro returning members to i arliauieut. When 
qualiilcation began to be considered on the basis of 
the relative importance of constituencies, ol coarsa 
the bulJc of these boroughs soon had their death* 
kuell tolled ; and to-day we find but seven of 
them still in a rarliamentary sense alive. The 
doom of six of these has now reen sounded, as we 
have already shown. 1 he Cornish boroughs st^nd- 
iog on the brink of the grave are Bodmin, Helst6n, 
liaunceston, Liskeard, St. Ives, and Truro ; and it is 
with these we have chiefly now to deal. 

As may well be imagined in such a state of re- 
presentation as here indicated tho electors theiti- 
selves were far from immaculate. Consulting their 
own interests, they nsuall}'^ ranged themselves on the 
side of Mr. " Most," as a Honiton burgess once 
styled the candidate whose money flowed most 
freely to Lord Dundonald. The power of the purse 
and patronage of every kind were the keys where- 
with to obtain a Cornish se tt. For centuries the*- 
franchise was exercised in support of the King*« 
prerogative ; and then, step by step, the boroughs 
De< ame pocket constituencies of peers who had re- 
ceived them as marks of Eoyal favour. The Earl 
of Mount-Edgecumbe had the electorates of 
Bossiney, Fowey, and Lostwithiel at his beck 
and call; Lord Falmouth's influence was 
paramount in St. ^Michael, Tregony, and' 
Truro; the representation of the two boroughs 
of Looe, which together might make a 
moderate village, and also of Saltash was controlled 
by the JBullers. The lord of the manor selected his 
members, and the dutiful Corporations of his 
boroughs obediently .elected them to sit and 
legislate as for the constituency. If a patron was 
away at election times, he would draw up an 
indenture transferring the control to some one else, 
and so the system was preserved by deputy. One 
of the Buller family was once out in India when a 
contest took place, and relegated his influence to a 
relative, the then B<shop of Exeter, who duly 
procured the return of members after his own 
neart. The " importancy ** possessed by mere 
hamlets was often ridiculous in the extreme, as is 
amply demonstrated when we remember that the little 
to'^n of Launceston, together with the insignificant 
neighbouring Newport, from which it is divided, 
onl.' by a email liver, between them had an .equal 
voice in all national afl'airs with the metropolis 
itself. 

We find Liskeard one of the boroughs which 
began to return two members as early as 129% « 
representation which it enjoyed until the adoption 
of the .first measure of Parliamentary Reform, when, 
it became a single-member constituency. Its olecto-, 
rate formerly c6ns!aled oi the 'vfiv(»c ^^\MXtt|fe«ik«i 
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only ; but tue £ii) jiou^cnoldcrs were duly added^- 
and thclinjits of the borouj^h extended to the entire 
parish. Thirty years ago the Liskeard register con^ ' 
taiued the names of 348 electors, which at the last 
election had increased to 770, when Mr. Leonard 
Courtney, the ^Iniiizcial Secretary to the Treasury, 
and present champion Oi ikp Proportional Kepr^ 
eentation policy, received 370 voleS a-> against 30t 
recorded for the Bight Hon. E. P. BoUVerle. A 
noteworthy incident occurred in connection wiQi 
Liskeard in 17i 0. Mt. Charles Trelawney had been 
elected for the borough, but on the meeting of; 
Parliament could not take his !^eat because 
the election return was not forthcominc;. The 
L'nder-Sheriff of Cornwall, being in London> was 
ordered to attend the House. He explained that 
the missing document had bean stolen by highway- 
men. The counterpart of the "indenture executed 
by t e Sh«riff wasHtlinitted as sufhcicnt return, "it 
appearin'^ to this House that the writ, and the 
principal part of the aforesjiid indenture, ,were t alien! 
away, in coming up to the Clerk of ihe Crown, -by' 
highwaymen, who destroyed the same by burning ' 
tlieni.' It should be stated that 1 ord John KusshIS , 
Irf.Vi Peforqi bill scbedubd the two disfran- hised 
boroughs of Fowey and Looc, to be ad led to the 
liiskeard, constituenc'3\ I'dward (xibbon, the 
tabnted historian of I7ome, vas returned for 
Liskeard in 1774, and sat in Parliament for eight 
sessions, i'rudence, he says in his " Autobiography,** 
condemntd him to acquiosce in th) humble station 
b a muto. ''Timidity was f orti ied by pri le, and even 
the Slice, fis of my pen discouraged ihetiialof my 
voice." In a- letter to a friend he wrote, '* I am still a 
mute : it is more tremendous than I imagined : the 
gieat spe ikers till me with despair, the bad ones with, 
terror." Again, writing in 178-, describing his life 
at Lausanne, the then gx-M.P. says : " Acknowledge-: 
that such a life is more conducive to happiness than 
five nights in the week passed in the House pf 
* Commons.'* B .t (sisowhere he says. *' I never foond 
my mind more vigoroud, nor my composition mnri 
J^PPy» than iii the winter hurry o society ao4 
Parliament." Gibbon supported Lord North*g 
Administ' at:on by his vote, and was appointed one 
of the Lords Commissioners of Trade and Plunta- 
tions. He was entrusted by Government, at the 
outbreak of the hostilities with France in 1778, to 
draw up the olHcial manifesto on that occasion. 
The following letter is from the historian's corres* 
pondence, though, being without date, it does not 
appear to what nobleman it wai: addressed : ** Hy 
Lord, — I am ignorant (as T ou^ht to be) of tha 
present state of otir ncgoiiations for peace. I am 
likewise ignorant how far I may appear qudifiedto. 
co-operate in this iuiportant and sa utary work. If, 
from any advantages of language or local conneo- 
tions. your lordship should think my services might 
be usefully employed, paiticularly in any fu ni6. 
intercourse with the Couit of France, peraiit me tp 
say that my love of eriso and literary leisure ebM, 
never stand in competition with the obligatione.flf: 



duty and gratitude which 1 owe to his ]MHJeBt/* 
Government." Gibbpn also app'ied to Loia 
Thurlow for a diplomatic appointment in 1783, 
but WH» uusuccesstul. .Another parl'amentajry 
celebrit)'^, the iiight Hon. W. linskisson, once wtfc 
for Liskoiird. He commenced his poiiiical citreer 
'in 11^ 2y as secretary to Lord (>ower, then Engli>h 
Ambassador in FBanj-e. tie was in ier-.Secretary 
for ]VVar, and afterwards Secretary to the Treasury^ 
in the Pitt Administration. In l<^2\i he became 
President of the Board of Trade, and was treatly' 
distinguished as a political economist, and as one of 
tliH earKest advocates of free trade. Iluskisson wa? 
unfortun ite in being at loggerheads with some of 
liis parliamentary contemx^oraries, and his tma- 
understanding with the JJuke of Wellington was 
productive of much unpleasantness. But he was a 
forcible and eloquent speaker, and knew how to 
give an effective reply in current debate. In somo 
bevere remarks in a speech answering an attack by 
Mr. Williams, the lawyer-member for Lincoln, 
Huskisfion said: ^^The honourable and learned, 
^entl^man repeatedly told us that he was not at 
libeiiy to admit this and to admit that. ThiSi I 

presume, is an expression in which gentlemen of thfl 
legal profession are wont to indulge to mn^k that 
they keep within the stiict 1 mils of their briefs, andi- 
that the doctrines which they advocate are thot» 
prescribed to then by their inbtr actions. However 
customary and proper such language may be I& 
courts of law, it certainly sounds new in the moatk 
of a member of this Hou^e." Continuing his defence 
the one-time uLember for Liskeardfinallj' concluded b;^ 
meeting his opponent's insinuations with ** thoea 
feel'ngs of utter scorn,'' to use his own worcb^ 
" with which I now repel it." Poor Huskisson ynm 
killed fPb the opening of the Liverpool and Man- 
chester Kailway in 18:];) ; and just before^ he diedL 
of his injuries, on the evening of the accident, hn 
said, " The country has had the best of me, and JE 
trust it will do jiisti e to my public character." 

Truro was created a borough at the same time mf 
liskeard, and h s since had dual repiesentation, 
the chief influence being in the hands ot th© 
Bassett and Falmouth families. The electoralt^ 
originally comprising the Mayor and a few seleci^ 
bu gesses only, has now increased to a roll of 1561 ; 
though, it should be remembered, the population 
of lYuro exceeds 10,00(\ and the impending 
loss of both its members by the old 
borough is (on-idored loc-all/ a great hardahipw 
There is a long list of Vivians in the record of 
members : i>nt tiie ntost illustrious representative ot 
Truro was liiiinmond, the eletriac poet, who wan 
returned in I i 4 1 . He made but a poor mark ia 
Parliament, l.owcvor, and owes his lame chiefly to 
the fact th.it hid triography is included in the classio 
"Jjives of he i oots." Cibber says Hammond wa« 
"jnextingu shably amorous," and his mistress •* itt- 
vai iably cruel." Tho poet M.P. cheiished an on* 
availing passion for a Miss Dashwood, and wzot* 
_lovo eltjgies to unburden hi& ^oe%. t^x. ^(doAim.. 







thunders agaixist H&a thus : . *' Where there is fictioab 
there is no passion He that dertcrihes himself 
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thepherd, and his No » ra or Delia ms a sheperdeaft, 
and talks of goats and lambs, fotls no passion.* 
•When two local kings shared the asces^ 
dancy over a Cornish borough, or the elector* 
preserve! a sonihlaiuc of ihoir freedom and in '«- 
pendence, there was o'ton oxcitcmnnt in connection 
with an election which continued long al ter the issatf 
bad been fought oi't. The c ntest was very fra- 
qnently reaewtd \ cforc the Com-Mittee of theHouM 
of Commoris, and iiiqiiiried into tleclion petitions 
presented from Cornu-all \ery often disclosed mu(& 
bribery and corruption. l!ut these were the days 
wh' n every iran )'ad his pii'je, and nobody wa« 
shocked very mucli by the evidence adduced. After 
a lamous e'e>tion for St. l\cs, however, in 1775, 
Mr. I radd, the banker's son, was unseated for 
bribery. It was shown that large sums of money 
had been adNan.ed to buigesses on their notes of 
band alone. The documents, which were distribnted 
most libenljy, purported to be payable with interostoa 
demand at the bank at Truro, but a pretty fair 
understanding was given that, if the votes wcitt 
recorded " squarely," the bills would never be called- 
in. St. Ives is one of ICdward's favoured boroughfly. 
and wo lind it returning two members to the ^'rsfc 
Parliament of ''good Queen Bess." It lost a meml sr 
by tho iieform Act, which added the £10 hoas»- 
holders, and the voters of Lelant and Towednock to>- 
the borough. 8t. Ives now contains 10vS7 electors^ 
and is represented by Mr C. C. iJoas, who won tl»o 
gent from the Liberal party on the df-ath of Sir C. 
Kee I in 1881. Its most famous member was thelat>t 
Lord Lytton, who made his entry into Parliamenlas 
representative of St. Ives, in 18 U, as Mr. Edward 
Bulwer. His Keform utteran' es are matter off 
history now, but one remark deserves special quot«r 
tion : ^* Democracy is like the grdve— it never gives 
back what it receives." 

' Bodmin, the assize town of the county, returned 
two members in 1295, and coutiuuod to do so until' 
18G7. Lord Yivian*s family influence has had 'hjp 
most important control of Bolmin representatiuiu 
The voters now number nearly one hundred, and. 
the Hon. E leveson Gower is the sitting member.- 
Noted representatives were Mr. Davies Gilbi-rtj^ 
F.R,S., the Bight Hon. J. Wilson Crokei-, many of 
the Vivians, and Mr. ])um-'3ardnor, who w.i« 
elected in 1841, und«^ the pretence that he was. 
Earl of Leicester and eldest son of the Mar jots 
Townshend. Mr. John Wyld, the publisher, was 
returned in 1857. 

Launceston first returned two members at tb<i 
earliest complete Parliament, one of which it lost 
in 1832. It has now 8G8 electors, in whose inters ste 
Sir Hardinge Gifl'ard, ex-Solicitor- (General, wi4i 
returned at the last election. Ihe Duko of 
Northumberland exercises tho chief local iniiien*-e.. 
The great Earl St. Vincent, Mitford, the hi^tiriaii: 
of Greece, Sir John Malcolm, and Admiral \os laf 
are included among its most important repreaentar 
. Uves. 



Melstoxii &e last on the list of "Cornish borou^Vi*. 
doomed to die, had double reprt sentatiou in tba^ 
first Edward's days, and was depn ved of one by tUm: 
first Heform Bill. The I)u)*e of Leeds long oaMl, 
ascendancy here, and his interest is still consider t {«!«;& 
Mr. W. "N. M. iSt, Aubyn, the Conservative cai'di^ 
date, was returned at the last election, obtain iii^i^ m 
majority of forty votes over his Liberal oppo'i^rtc 
Theregister contain^^ at present the numesof upwants. 
of 1000 burgesses. Helstonhas been represenftMl by, 
inter alia^ the Right. Hon. C. Abbott, who was Sp»*akeit- 
at the commencement of the present cf ntory. Lord 
Bexley (who sat ns Mr. VansitJart , Lor«l .^Hmt« 
TowDshend, Lord Can ilupe, and Mr. Sackvilie L^ifia 
Fox« Helston is singular among constituencies for 
some of its electo al doings In t];e d^ys when Gtorga 
the Third was King. The borough had two chait* r^ 
•which left the power of return^nj; m*-mber8 to Phrlia- 
jnent in the hands of a Corporati- n consisting o thor 
Mayor, four aldermen, and an m iefinite number of 
freemen. This curious body had lapsed into t^uch tL 
state of decadence some little time prior to tk9 

fenoral elecfon of 17 < 4, that the chief mugi^trata 
ad ceased to be elected, there was but one alder- 
man, and Ihe Corporation was conapleled 1 y five 
burgesses, which imposing confedei-atiou m^^ opP 
the entire constituency. The Privy Council made a 
decree crediting a new Corporation with the power 
of. returning ITvo member^, which was designed ta 
displace the old moribund council. ITndor the n6?r 
charter Mr. Owen and the Marquis of Carmarthen 
were sent t) St. tephen's; but what remained of 
the ancient Corporation refiised to recognise tha 
aHeT^d prior of things, and returned 3lr. Fhill[^ 
Yorke tmJlff. Q\ M as {iv^^i members. The result 
was th.tt the Hoffse of C«jmmoiis recognised iM" 
latter, overruled the Trlvy Council, and i!>:nored 
the election of the candidates presenting th^mselveA 
by virtue of its action. When the general 
election of 1774 followed, the triu : phant Corporftr 
tion had dwindled down lo one, a certain Kichard 
Penhall, who combined in his own proper person all 
that was left of the anci»-nt assembly. 1::^> eitiis ii)$ 
the franchise, he s'lrruirhtwav returned the two meifc 
o'^'hischoic?, Mr. Charles Ahlot and Mr. Bland Bur- 
gess, lender Secretirv of State, to represent him iai 
the High Court of Parliament This essentiaDjr 
single-member constituenrj' went altogether beyond:* 
the l)order land which divides the ridiculous and 
sublime ; and even the tradition revering a Hou6& 
of Commons wa^, therefore, moved to wipe away 
such a farce, and adopt the I'rivy Council's snp- 
prcFscdplan. l^iit old or new Corporation, the iiip 
fiuenco of the ducal house of I eeds was reajhr 
always successful and ail-])Ower ul in Helston, untu 
the light of the first Iveform somewhat impaired itv 
v^goa*. 
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Episodes from the Parliamenta^ Eistorj 

of the Towns to be Extiugaiskbd by 

the Bedifttnbntion i^iil. 

BT ▲ FSLLOW OF THB BOYAL ElSTOaiCAL SOCISTT, : 

IV.— MORE OLD BOROUGHS. 

MALMESBUBY. — WALLINGI'OSI). — BAKSSTAPLE^^^ 

The birthplace of IIclil#», the pliilosopher, and' 
William of Malmeebury, is nulher of those amrient 
boroughs which ha*e enjoyed a represent aliou in 
Parliament since the 'i^rdyear of the tirst K ward's 
reign. Its constituency originally consisted of 
the capital lurgesses, to whom the brst Keform Hill 
added the £10 householders of the town and 
suburban district. Tbo f imily of the Earl of" 
Sulfolk, for the time bt-'inir, hare lon^ had chief 
influence in rulinq^ the polit.i'3al life of Malmesbury. 
In 1832 the borough hud i 1 eleclors, while in ih^3 
the register numbered llwi.. Colonel C. W. Miles, 
it the present member, he having been returned in 
jMarch, 1882, in place of Mr. Powell, decea-ed, 
Joseph Addison, the polished poet - e'Sajist, 
aat for Malmeslmry in the House of 
Commons which was ekctod in 1708. But, 
says Lord Macaulay, Parliament w^s not 
the field for him ; the bashftilness of his nature 
made his wit and eloquence useless in debate. He 
once rose, but could not o ercoine his ditlidcnce, and 
ever after remained silent. No one will wonder at 
a great writer failing as a opoiikiT; but many will 
think it strange that Addison's oratorical failings 
should have had no nn favourable effect upon his 
political career. **Inour time,'* proceeds the hie- 
lorian, '*aman of high rank and fortune mighty 
though speaking very little, «nd very ill, hold s 
considerable post; but it would now be inconceivahls 
that a mere adventurer — n man who, when out of 
office, must live by his pen - should in a few years 
become successively Under-Secretary of !State» 
Chief Secretary for Ireland, and finally 
Secretary of State, without some oratoriial. 
talent. Addison, without high biith, and with 
little property, rose to posts which dukes — the heads 
of the great houses of Talbot, iCusscll, andBentinck 
— have thought it an honour to filL Without opea- 
. ing his lips in debate, he giaspod a post as high as 
ever was reached by X.iiatham or Fox, and this 
before he had been nine years in Parliament." 
Truly a ( areer o£ successful silence, especially whea 
we remember that Addison v.-as as Indifierent a 
^?ecTotary of State as he waa a member of the House. . 
lie w;js well-nigh useless to the Government of 
which ho formed a part, from the ^reat difficulty he 
had in expressing himself intelligibly viva voce» . 
Pope says he could not issue an order from his dp% \ 
partment ** without losing his time in quest Os' 
jane phrases." When his friend, Sir llichara Ste^ 



6too(l at tbc bar of the House defondin^ lumself 
ll^•ai!lst the charge of having ** maliciously insinuated 
that the Protestant succesHion in the Ilonso of 
11 unover was in clanger," fir which offence Steele 
was expelled from Parliament, Addison stood by 
hiB side, and prompted him all through a vigoronv, 
yet unavailing, speech. Lord Wharton's patronage 
had something to do with Addison's ad ancemont. 
There is an anecdote of this fluent penman, 
hut notoriously poor public speaker, which will 
boar repetition nere. On a motion before the 
Irish House of Commons (in which Addison Bnt as 
a member for Cavan in 1709), according to Mr, 
O'Flanaghan, the litfirniatr rose, and having said : 
** 3ilr. Speaker, I conceive *— paused, as if frightened 
at the sound of his own toice. He again com- 
menced — ** I conceive, Mr. Speaker " — when he 
stopped until roused by cries of **HearI hear!" 
upon which he once more essayed with " Sir, I con- 
ceive " Power of further utterance was denied, 

so he sat down admidst the scarce- supprei^sed laughter 
of his brother members, which soon burst forth when 
a witty senatoi-said, ''^ir, the honourable gentleman 
has three times conceived — and brou/^ht forth 
nothing." Charles James Fox, who in the course 
of his long and brilliant legislative career sat for 
many boroughs, is the most notable name on the list 
of past members fgr Malmesbury. 

Wallingford is the oldest of Berkshire loroughs, 
or at least one of the oldest, for in 120o we nd 
licading and Wallingford only sending members 
from this shire to the Parliament summoned by 
Edward T. The franchise of the old borough re- 
mained unaltered until 1^32, when Wallingford 
was shorn of one member, up to which 
time the right of returning members was 
vested in the Mayor, aldermen, burgeases, 
and inhabitants paying pariah rates. The Keform 
B'H added the £1( ) householders. The local influence 
was formerly chiefly exorcised by the great legal 
family of Blackstone, Sir William, the most emi- 
nent of his name, himself sat for Wallingford. 
Besides being the author of the classic commcntaiics 
on English law, this celebrated man wa< a .hi :gc of 
the Common Pleas, and when he died in 17^0 a 
pension of £400 a year was settled on Lady Black- 
stone by George 111. 1 here are 1 '241 electors on 
the register at present, ]klr. P. Kalli being their 
representative. He was returned at a bye e'e tion 
in July, 1880, which took place upon Mr. ^^'re^ 
being unseated on petition. 

Barnstaple was one of the old ^axon boroughs, 
and had a Parliamentary existence as e^irly as the 
da3'8 of Athelstane and his Witenagemote. ISince 
12^)5 two members have without inteiTuption been 
elected by the borough until the present time, when 
both are to bo taken from it. Lord l^ymington 
(who recently married the niece of Sir J. 
W. Pease, a banker-baronet Friend) and Sir 
K. W. Carden were rotnmcd for Barnstaple at 1^6 
last General Election. It is remarkable among con- 
stituencies for the singiilai {te^oxciixQiisi^^^x^siiAsr^ 
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^wBich its electors nave always ntaintained. Thoagli 
its choice has not seldom fallen upon a scion of the 
Fortescue family, Barnstaple stands famous for the 
independent manner in which its horgcsses have 
exercised the suffrage ; and that notwithstanding 
.the representation of the boroughs in Devon and 
Cornwall has been more r.nder the control of 
territorial lords than that of any other Engb'sh 
district. Its elections have more than once been 
the subject of enquiry, it is true; but mninly 
because of this same sturdy refusiil to listen 
to the will of magnates interested in the 
town wlfo have put forward their own nominees. 
Barnstaple has returned two famous fighting repre- 
sentatives, Sr Eyre Coote and Lord Exmouth. Sir 
Eyro Coote took to arms at an early age, and fought 
against " Bonnie Prince Charlie " in 174;;. Nine 
years later he went to India, and distinguished Jim- 
self greatly at Pondicherry and elsewhere. The 
East India Company presented him with a diamond- 
hilted sword, and ma le him Commander in-Chief of 
their forces. He quitted Madras in 177'", and on 
arrival in England he was created a iCnight of the 
Bath, and appointed Governor of Fort St. Geori^e. 
Giving himself to legislative work, as incmDei* ft;r 
Barn staple, he was, of course, rrgarded as an" 
authority in the House on Indian affairs. But his 
forte was the field. He was much more at home in 
camp than council-chamber; and in 17M he again went 
East, and with an army of 10,*'0 > men overthrew the 
rebellious Hyder Ali, whose forces numbered 
150,000. The gallant General died in Madras in 
17*S3, and a fine monument to his memory ma}' I e 
seen at Westminster Abbey. "Viscount Exmouth is 
associated with the Devonshire borough by vii-tue 
pf having been its member in \ 802 but his history, 
like that of General Coote, has mtchmore to tell of 
shot and shell than speech -making. He d'stin- 
gnished himself ns a sea fighter, Hist coming ])ro* 
minently into notice in connection with the bat.leof 
liske Ohamplain, in 177(u Bibing quickly to post- 
captiin's rank ho was in 179,'^ appointed to com- 
mand the Nympho frigate, and after a bi-illiant 
engagement captured the French rigiito C'copatra, 
a ]iece of service which secured for him a 
knightiiood. After a spell on shore, and 
a brief representation of Barnstaple, having in the 
interval received the rank of Bear- Admiral of the 
Bed, the gallant oflicer was mad - commander of the 
East Indian Navy, whereupon he gave up his ion 
Dectlon witii Parliament. Made Vice-Admiral of 
the Blue in 18(i8^ ho two years later bloc aded 
Flushing, and shortly afterwards was appointed to 
the Command-in- Chief of iLe ' Moditerr^inean 
Squadron. Here his tactics in co-operdting with 
the British rieet on the eastern part of the coast of 
(Spain were marked with conspicuous skill. The 
valuo of his services were fittingly recognised in 
1814, when he was raised to the peerage as Baron 
Exmouth of Canonte'gn, Devon In the same year 
he was promoted to the rank of full Admiral, nud, 
tnbsoquently created a K.C.B. and G.C.B. Two 
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hBTiDg violated a ii'eaty ccnuludL-d for tbs stiolltioa 
of ilsvery. Bia plaa of nttiiok was considered hf 
nnvalaatboritieBtuoneof ilidliiillistGvirattt'mpled 
bv a cororaanLlBT. He ontdVod flie liiirl^our with hia 
Bhip, the Q frn ChtA.,lir, nni|, l>eii..' adniLrablj Blip- 
poi-turl hy the other tcemoIb ot his fle"'. set Kk to 
tho AlgariDe wBr-dhijw, homburiieil the city, and 
forced the Dcy \a yield to all his clemnndB. For 
this esploit he received the thftnta of rBiliniiiaiit, 
and was imide a viBCQiiot. FiitaBquently siicoe ling 
Admiral D ucli worth in the cTiieE command at I'ly- 
month, he ultimately retirsd from Uio BeTvicG m 
IS'il, and died twelve years laler. 

LeominBter is Rnotber of tho boronghH bom 
a^ far baolc aa 12!1A. Like many other little 
constit'.iendes its electorate formerly coaaialed 
of tKo capital tiarf^Rses, and sent nnd lot inhahi- 
tante, to which the Reform Act sdJpd the £10hoiiBe- 
holden. Itfl regiBtered electors— 77U in i33--'—do- 
crensed to Ihe extent of oyerSOOtnthe twenty year* 
following:, but with a widened boundary the horoueh 
now nnmherg a comlitutn v of FC), "ho are ro- 
preaented by Mr. .1. lisiiliirr, whtr Eita on the 
Conservative tdde of th<i Ho' en. In the early 
years of the preEsnt century the rL-preeentntion (x( 
LiKimiiiBter was Lirgely at Uie di.ii>o;aI of ihe^rk- 
wright family. Tho present Lord Cranhrook 
entered the llouse of Commons hb meuher for 
Leominater, and sat for the horoMgh from 185S 
to lK6a, when he took up the rcpreBentation itf 
O.^ford UniTeraity, Lord Cmnlirook, then Mr. O, 
Gathome Hardy, son ot the member for Bradford 
was returned as a Confajrvntive for Loomistar' 
npon the death of Mr. Arkwright. BuhsequenOy 
he rose into promineoca in State firtles, and oocb- 

K"ad the high offices of I niter- Secrftnrv ot Slats 
r the HoQiD Depaitment {lS.i*'-in>, President 
Poor Law Board i\v.M-i''.\ Homo Secrctwty 
(1B6T (1?), and Secretaiy of state for Wnt (1S7I.-K[(!, 
beaidps being a .nouiLer of ih.; Co«n<-ii eC 
Edncation, a Privy 'V,nc.ill^r. nnJ a O.rr.S.T. 
Bichard Payne Kni^hl. tho jj'ii'ulriijist and writer, 
Btt for LAjminatpT fro..: IT". ' lo ITHi. Knigh^ 
who waa a Hereford ahirp^ (T>Et>, nn I inhetifpd mncli 
landed properly m 
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wards of £5(),hDn, to tiio Ijritish ^Lusenni. Among 
other notahle memtni's for LioniinatcT wet 
may enumerate Bawltuid Sicphe .vrn, the frnndiH' 
lent banker, Thomas Dish (of Littery reuann), 
i&x. {afterwards Vice ('haiirpllor) Wii>rJin. Loia 
Hotham (subsequently M.P. for tho I'ast Riding irf 
Tork', and aoTeral ot the .^rl:-.i'ri^Iit-<, whose terri- 
torial influencohere was for '■■m. tJiiio piintmount, 
as has already been intim^iUd. liut tho meiubor 
■who refleetad the greatest liiBlra un Leoraimrter w«« 
Lord Mclboariuv who for Eomo time owed hia scat 
In Parliament to the liUlo western town noir abivt 



to be disfrandused^ Lord Melbourne was in cuiteiBij^ 
delwte a most spirited, and sometimes even-. &Gty 
•peaker. SEaydon, ^the painter, who heard hia, 
speak on the Irish Church in the Lords in 183^ 
ngrs, after referring to the calm, deliberatiTe 
tone of the Duke of Wellington, who Sad 
iireceded him : " Up st-trts Melbourne, like an artil* 
hxy rocket. He began in a fury. His lanr 
linage flowed out like f 're : he ma'lo such palpable 
Sits that he floored the duke as if he had shot hSm» 
But the moinent the stimulus was over his habitual 
apathy got a head ; he stainntorcd, hummed and 
hawed. It was the most piteous ehibition of the 
night. He waved his white hand with the natural 
grace of Talma, expanded Ii's brond chest, looked 
-right at his advei*Fary like a hnnr^some lion, and 

Sappled him with t^^^.^frace of Paris," Yiscoiint 
elboumo was Home Secretary in Farl Grey*a 
Administration of 1830-1 S:M. He hims^ 
formed Ministries in 1S34 nnd 1835. Ilia 
first was upset by Pool's Cabinet ia 
the year of its creation ; the second lived on 
for six years. William. IV. greaily disliked Lord 
Helboume, and the l^oyal hand was traceable m 
the summary dismissal of that Ministpr from olBo* 
in 1834. When in the succeeding year Lord M^ 
bourne was reinstated in the Premiership after tte 
defeat of Peel, the King could but ill conceal his 
animosity against his Prime Minister, and occa- 
sionally the Koyal wrath would break the bounds 
of courtesy. At a certain Cabinet meeting Lord 
Melbourne said to his colleagues : *' Gentlemen, yo« 
may as well know how you stand,*' a&d then pro- 
ceeded to read a memorandum of a convfrsatioft 
between Lo^d Gos'*ord and the King the day before. 
His 31ajesty said, *^ Mind what you aie about iii 

Canada. By I will never consent to ali« nati^ 

the Crown lands, nor to make the Council elective. 
Mind me, my lord, the ( abinet is not my ( abinet ; 

they had better take care, or by I will hav9 

them impeached. You .'tre a gentleman, I belieyeu 
I have no^ fear of you ; but take «are what you do.** 
The Ministers prc&ent, as wo may well imai^ine^ 
stared at one nnotlier, 1>itt agrc ed that it was bectsr 
to take no notice of v. hat had o> curred, and see if 
the King's excitement woa!d pass away. 
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,V.— THE OLDIOT OIKQTTE PilHT. 
Twp of the doomed I'Jirl timontHry ton'iii Bi(iia»ich 
nnd MaiKileafield, are irt' the unenviilil- p Bitinn o( 
TxiiTig pnctiftllj' Biid whoUi'diBlmiLciiiscd reii{>e tivi^'y 
tot comiption st the \^Tv:icat u.ouient bo that tbe 
Sedistrlbution Bill -will, in the i'liee of Ihe-u m 
cttlcitrant borougha liiit Heiro to accentanle ihi.' 
Hentoaoe of the Biiber.' (-'ammiil^i■HIen hs guuiApd 
nilioiiqiient to the last Gtneral IJoulum. Ctiinilnr to 
each other in eloctoral carruption, tliay lire in uie 
reapeet aa wid»ly dilforant as it is itoasil.le (or 
vh^le ^-'audwlLh atands on thi? lint of aiifiout 
loToughs whiah haa TOBolHtly ietuni>^ (wt 
tneiubara ainoe llSb, ami it In ciiiiBei|ni'nin 
one of tho ohJest ccmp'jufiit piivta of ImpfriaJ 
ParliamcDt, MatcleaSel I is aoe of tha yonugpat 
born of British conetlt lauciea. harlng only 
hem enfranchised as retenLiy n« 18k', under the 
Eoform Act. Adherini; to oi'ir plan we sliall deal 
with niaccleaHeld in the f)<i>l liatih of tioroiifjliB, 
proceeiling nov to epeaknf amnt.' iif Iha a>aoi:lationa 
of ita TBtiiraa compauion ji lorni] lion, "inroad 
Bdward "—as Bums i"tj-liB in hi« tllnins lyric Iho 
Plantag<?Dent King who iiljl.'d tlin he.oiu Wallace 
— aummoned two members lrt,ii Ihe Cini^ue Port ol 
Bandwifh fa hia glith 1'avNLiiuetit. wliIiJi waa held 
iotliB'J^d rearofhia-raign. iiiitSnndwiihliiidbeen 
already rocoguiaed ae a liotouHh thiity years earlier, 
when, during the long leign if lioniy o£ Win- 
chuater, Simon de Montroit, ISirl of Leicester, 
championed the people's caa^e, ovorthrav KO)'ai 
oppression at the BatUe of Lbwcb, and laid down 
the rode beginnings of paptiliir reprcacnbiUon in 
Parliament in place of wh il h;u! liitheita boen liltle 
more than the reigning irionfinh'a ruling loimcil. 
Leicestev'B "Miaeof [.ewes" ii wa-- that Ka^e fulls Vect 
t« the Magna Churtawhi'^ t' e hiu one had forced from 
Kenry'a father fifty yaaiB lefnio at Hu]inymede. 
When Henry and his peora and thoir following of 
foreignora hii,d to give way befoia De Montfiirt and 
hia liberty loving ai-uiy of Kiijlixliuien, the lalter'a 
ctiieC Btri.'ngth sjirang from the ~itiith eaatem and 
midland counties, London and thd [JInijue Ports 
'being especially t:e;ilDua in tliur adliGi'en<?a to tho 
popiilic leader. Leicester itw.icd wiiw Ift every 
rerognJEod oity, ronnty, and boroiiuh, tiommnndtDg 
thorn each to send two represenlallvea to Ihe 1 ar- 
liamont which asssmblod ill Lpmlmi on the .' nd of 
Janurury, L'ieB. In gratitude fur tile Btaan' h 
BSsisUnMO he had received firm the f iniiae I'oi ta, 
tb* earl directed them to return four meiiiliorB 
ea'b. Unt in thoaa early I'a s a iKiviiigh was an ill- 
du!tncd imd ancortnin fuctorin the ^^tllt^, very miu^h 
de^jendent for its tatognUiim ov ■A^qr-t twa ■ayjOTi. 
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tbe taroar ot the rulers ot the hour ; and 
Sandwich was, ncrt securely grounded as a place 
possessing ind sputable right of Parliamentary 
representation until 121).% when Fdward Long^hauks 
included the ancient and even then thriving to^' n 
among the burghs of Kent, which the sheriff of the 
county was commanded to take cogniFance of in 
making up the first really complete Imglish Parlia- 
m^-nt. Hitherto, fhe writs had been issued to the 
local authorities of twenty-one cities and boroughs 
only, the forty-two members for which, with the 
four knights of the shire returned by the counties, 
fomied the Parliament; of course, excepting 
Leicester's irregular summoning of four burgesses 
each from Sandwich and the other Cinque Ports. 
Mayors were, however, now ignored, and the shire- 
sheriffs called on to secure two " discreet " burofesscs 
from no less- than 120 different boroughs (and this 
exclusive of the cities and shires, which latter were 
now reduced <o dual representation^ to confer 
with the King in council at Westminster. 
A transcript of one of the writs issued by 
■Edward providing for the h Iding of this memorable 
assembly will not be here without interest: 

"THB king to the SUBKIFl- OF KENT GKKETING. 

** Becai'se we desire to have a conference and 
treaty with the earls, barons, and other great men 
of our kingdom, to provide remedies against the 
dangers the same kinpfdom is in at this time there- 
fore v.e have commanded them, that they be with us 
at Westminster on the next Sunday after the feast 
of St. Martin, in winter next coming, to treat, 
ordain, and do^ so that those dangers may be pre- 
. vented. 

" Wb command and firmly enjoin thee, that 
without delay thou dost ci^use to be chosen, and to 
come to us at the time and place aforesaid, two 
knights of the county aforesaid . and of every city, 
two citizens ; and of every burgh, two burgess^, 
of the most discreet and fit for business: so as 
the said knights may have sufBcient power for them- 
selves -and the community of the county aforesaid : and 
the said citizens and burgesses may have the same 
'power, separately for themselves and the community 
of cities and burghs, thus to do in the premises- 
which shall be ordained by the Tommon Council. 
So that for defect of such power the business afore- 
said may not remain unoone ; and have then the 
names of the knights, citizens, and burgesses, and 
this writ. 

I «( WiTNBSs the King at Canterbury, the third of 
October," 

Sandwich is the oldest of the Cinque Ports, and was 
at one time a place of much greater importance than 
it now is. During the reign of Henry III. it was 
burned to the ground by the French, but was 
quickly rebuilt, and made a market town by charter 
of tHat monarch. It was a main point of communi- 
cation with the Continent, and also a rendezvous for 
the British fleet until about the commencement of 
the sixteenth century, when the harbour began to 
^ upf from which time dates the decay of the port. 



An earthquake in 1580 completed, the destruction of 
the harbour. The now quiet p^ace, standing four 
miles from the eea as the river runs, was in the 
fourth Edward's days a port with ninety-five ships 
and 1500 sailors of its own, and its Customs yielded 
£17,000 a year to the revenue. Here Thomas 
4 Becket landed in 1170 on his triumphant return 
to Canterbury ; here Richard the Lion-Hearted set 
foot on his own soil, after his imprisonment in 
Austria, twenty-four years iMter. Edward III. 
di:.embarked here after he had capped his victoiiee 
in France bv forcing thn citi/ens of Calais to 
hgjid him the keys of their castle and town; 
and Queen Elizabeth visited Sandwich in lo7*2, and 
lodged in a house in Strand- street, which is still 
shown. In the sixteenth century the town was an 
abiding place of many French and Flemish refugees,.- 
hence the foreign aspect of its b;ts of ancient archi- 
tecture. In the riantagenet period the eminent 
family of De b'andwich furnished many knights, 
who held high office in the State : and Henry of that 
ilk was Bishop of London towards the end o^' the 
thirteenth century . The constituency of Sandwich- 
was formerly maJe up of the freemen of the borough, 
by birth, service, or marriage, to which body t he 
Heform Act added all the £10 hoasehpldcrs. Jt had 
*! population in 1832 of li',lK^, and an e'ec- 
torate of 910; which, in 188:^, had advanced to 
15,5CG and 2178 re.^poclively. The chief 
influence over the electorate was in the hands of the 
Lord Warden of the Cinque To/ts and the Govern- 
ment of the day. Among the more noteworthy 
members for the borougjbi may be mentioned Josiah 
Barchett, who was Secretary to the Admiralty in the 
reigns of Anno and the two first Georges, and who 
sat for Sandwich in several parliMments. He was 
the author of a " Naval History of Great Britain." 
Admiral Kainier represented the to^n for a con- 
siderable time. Among later members have been 
Sir F. T. Troubridgo, Sir J. K. Cama^', Sir Eufana 
F. Tonkin, Mr C. W. Grenfell, afterwards M.P. 
for Windsor, and Lord Clarence Paget. Lord 
Braboume entered Parliament as Mr. E. 
H. KnatchbuU - Hugessen in 1857, silting folP 
Sandwich from that time to 1880, when 'he was 
transferred to " another place.'* Prior to his eleva- 
tion to the Peerage, Lord Braboume 8>aw service as 
Lord of the Treasury, 1 859-60 Under Secretary for 
the Home Department, 1860, '69-71 ; also for the 
Colonies, 1857-8(». Mr. H. A. Brassey anti Mr. 
KnatchbuU-Hugessen were returned unopposed for 
Sandwich in the Li^'eral interest in 18S0 ; the former 
ftill sits for the borough. When the la.tter was 
called to the Upper House a contest took place (in 
May, 1880) for the. vacant scat between Sir Julian 
Goldsmid, who had been rejected at Rochester, and 
Mr. C H. 0. Roberts, who championed the Con- 
servative cause. To the great surprise of 
alt, the latter polled 1145 votes to Sir 
,Julian*8 705 ; but a petition was lodged against Mr. 
Koberts. and he was"unseB*ed. Tn Fol ruarv, 1 h», 
the Hoj'al (Tonmiission which had iut\uii<id \tv\.q Wva 
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matter reported gros^ ooiTnption and oxlcnsivo 
bribery, the consequence of which we Liave already 
shown. Since then the writ in respect of the 
forfeited seat has been susi.ended : now b'.jth arc to 
be permanently taken away. Sjindwich will, liow- 
ever, form the centre of a new courty divisio- al 
coiistitnency. The Bribery Commission wiili res- 
pect to the Sandwich election cost no less than 
£2139. One thousand and Cve persons wero ie-» 
ported guilty of corrupt practices. To huch 
a money - making purpose had the franchise 
in the borough been prostituted that it was 
pix)ved that 127 of the burgesses had accepted 
bribes from both sides. One free and independent 
elector confessed that, such was his interest and 
integrity in the matter, he tossed up a penny to 
determine how he should vote, after having first 
sold it to the friends of both candidates for i'3 
each.^ IFrom the Commissioners' report we gather 
that after dealing with a mass of electoral coj rup- 
tioni that body arrived at the conclusion that 
takinj^ votes by ballot in Sandwich had not 
the slightest effect in checking bribery. So general, 
nadtiasglTing ana tainng ol material consiaeratioa' 
become in fhe old port, that while the ballot enabled 
many voters to take bribes on both sides, it did not^ 
as far as the Oommissionera could ascertain, render 
ai^pcffson nnwilh'n^ to bribe for fear of bribing in 
Tidiu ' The agent of one candidate, whose expensea 
were returned at £31-53, admitted an outlay of 
£6600. It will be remembered that a solidtor and 
a iownl councillor were sentenced ^ to six 
months' imprisonment each for active en- 
gagement in this wholesale bribing business; 
and six other offenders in the borough had 
also to go to gaol for periods of two and three 
montiis. Iliese culprits were not tifiordcd the txfoe^ 
rideration of classiiication among misdemeanantty. 
the judges remarking that *' there was no reason for 
Seating persons convicted of bribery differently 
from persons who bad committed other offences of • 
bad diaracter." The bribery disclosed here and 
elsewhere brought about a stringent new measure of 
electoral law, whioh is now ^own as * The Corropl 
F^ractices Act, 18S3." a here was plenty^ off 
evidence to be had that at Sandwidi^ 
as in other ancient * constituencies, and 
more especiiJly those largely composed 
of freemen, the voters had many of them growft 
accustomed to value their votes at what they would 
fetch ; and that the golden gain of the franchise was 
an older institution than its penal punishment. Tli6 
first conviction for bribery did not, according to 
Hallam, the historian of the Constitution, lake i^aoe 
until 1571. Magis'ratefi have since that time 
been committed to Newgate for the crime of evem 
attempting to bnb% and a certain Mayor of the City 
of 0:(iord (whi'^Ji.is at this present smarting under 
a suspended writ for its corrupt propensities^ 
was first imprisoned and then reprimanded on hla 
knees in the House by the Speaker, for seeking l» 
make the most, in a monetary, sense, of his positiqiu 



Bir ManasBBh Lo^es. l!nrt., waBmuicKul in r bo"?* 
J10,0m>, and sentiTiced to two yaira' impriEonnMiot, 
foi bribejy within lUis rentury ; and we mielit mBi^ 
tion many more rpmjiiltribleinsl.nncca of K dugr*^ 
ful Bvltem ot oomipti™ which haa now huppar 
been swept awny for erer. Corruption has, Iowwot, 
left a hentflga of icJelible diafe-rHoe to tha old CwqM 
Fort of Suidwiob. 

VL— ANDOVEE AND DEVIZES. 
Akbotbh, a borongb sitnated on the sliirt of 
Salisbury Plain, a tpot for wh Lib Hi.tiiinFiriea hnvo 
daimed identity wiOjthe Andaorom of the !;oni»ns, 
returned ^inigeBses to Parli;iTiuTit a furl)' as 1 B-i, 
and continued to bo ropreseiited for tha 'wsItm ra. 
maimcg years of tho rei^of [he frst Rdvsrd 'Uia 
regular teprOBentation of tha liorollph, liowefir. 'iBtBi 
only from QneonKlizabEth'fl time. 'Weflni itsoniline; 
twu monibriB Co tho tifth Farliariicnt of the i ii)>iii 
(jaeen. which HSBembled in I'l i , and from that 
period lo 1867 the doal repiii-i'nlkti^n continned 
Without intemiplion. Then Andorer was dapriveO 
of its second memljer. Tha hordugh ia a plaoa of 
undoubted antiquity, the Romnn rond from Win- 
chester to Cirencester haying mu directly throui^h 
it ; and several ancient encHmpments in tbe 
near naighbourhood have I'ielded vBidoui objects of 
Wiiiicological interest. That of Uuryhill has been 
tbe most exteneive and importmt. The Monidpal 
Corporation was first founded by Ping John, but 
the town owes its present charter to tba same 
Sovereign who raioBtated it in tdelist of rarliamen- 
tary conatituentles— Qnaen Elizabeth. The fine 
Gothic church of St. Mary— Andaver's chief archi- 
lectural attracticin — haa existed ainie 'William the 
Noimsn's DOnqneatof Brifaic. In uuti 'reform days 
the old constituenoy was made vp of the huliA and 
a select number of buigeeees. The momeutoiM 
measure of 153?, which wan made law in despite of 
tlie determined opposition of the Bouse of Peers, 
added the £1<I honBeholders of the borough and sui- 
Tonnding district, then 323 in number. King 
Williamwae.ss will be rememLered, strongly iTersa 
to the sweeping Act of Kefoim, which Earl Grey 
CRiried however in the face of Crown and tha Upper 
House. Ijwd Chief JnMioc.Tinteriifn'a i-aledictory 
uLterance in Parliament gives us a, good illuBtiation 
oE tha feeling of tha Lords respecting the Aut which 
so uilacted Andover and the rest of the constitaen- 
ciea, and wrought, in fact, nn entire I'evolution in 
rai'liamentary repiresentstion. Tha peers had 
oxhaufited aU thtirl powers ngainat the Keform 
measure, and had at length to bend to the popular 
will. U'han tbe end was Btun, Lord Tenterden 
thus concluded his eloquent aeniult upon the pn>- 
posed Act: "This bill, my lords, lenves nothing un- 
touched in the existing state uf <he elective fian- 
dbise. It goea to vest all the fui.e*ibha ot govam- 
mrnt in the other House of Varl^inveiit ; and it it 
wora tu pats there would he nothing left fur this 
H use, or foi the Crown, but to obey tbe man^ta 
of the Commons. Never — tL6\ er, m ^ ^gt&a^fei gL^ 
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enter the doors of this House aftcT it hai become 
the phantom of its , departed greatness.* 
Tfie Lord Chief Justice kept his vow, 
the I'eform Bill received the Eoyal assent, 
and the shadow of the great legal peer nevermore 
darkened the I ortals of the Upper Chamber. Like. 
Mrs. Partington, a creation of Sydney Smith's witty 
imagination (and the good dame*s celebrity, by the 
way, dates from this epoch of our nistory), Lord 
Tenterden was excellent in overcoming small 
obstacles, but unequal to interference with a tempest 
of public Qpinion stronger than the Atlantic gale 
which Mrs. Partington — emboldened by her previous 
successes against slops and puddles — was credited 
with seeking to subdue with her puny mop at Sid* 
mouth. Andover was, as has been shown, recon- 
structed as a constituency by this the first Eeform 
Bill, but the electorate rapidly dwindled down from 
its new eminence. Eighty-one fewer names figured 
on the burgess roll in 1 852 than twenty years earlier ; 
and the voters further decreased to a total of . about 
200 during the five succeeding years. Then in 1867 
Disraeli's Reform Act, which nearly doubled the 
electors through the country, took away one of the 
seats from Andover. The electors had been, 
augmented to an aggregate of 866 in 1883; and ^d' 
population of the borough, 51)54 in 1851, remains, 
about numerically the same at the presei^ day.' 
Prior to the passing of the Keform Bill the families 
of Sir John Pollen and the Earl of Portsmouth had 
the chief local influence at Andover. Lord John 
Pvussell's Reform* Bill of 185*2 proposed to add to 
Andover the towns of Basingstoke, Stockbridge, 
and Whitchurch. Among the members for the 
borough may be mentioned Sir J. W. Pollen, Mr, 
Etwall, Lord W. Paget, Mr. H. B. Coles, Alderman 
and Sheriff Cubitt, the founder of the eminent 
London building firm, and the Hon. Dudley For- 
tescue. At the last general election Mr. F. W. 
Buxton^ the banker, was returned in the Liberfil 
interest, the hon. gentleman polling 405 votes 
against 364 recorded for Colonel H. W ellesley, the 
Conservative candidate. 

Devizes, an important mid-Wiltshire market town, 
is also a borough of great antiquity, the first 
chanters having been granted by the imperfiMis . 
Queen Matilda, and confirmed by Henry II. Suc- 
ceeding sovereigns gave new charters and added 
numerous privileges, of which some are still enjoyed* 
The existing municipal charter ot the town was re- 
ceived from the first Charles. Like Andover. 
Devizes long had two members, an^ was deprived - 
of one by the same Act of legislation. The mayor 
and select burgesses initially formed the Parliamen- 
tary constituency, whidh was Jpcreased. by the first ' 
Bdform Bill in the same manner as other then 
existing boroughs. Devizes has not, for some time^ 

freatly increased its population ; but the electorate, 
15 in 1832, had risen to .966 in 1883. At the last 
election Sir T. Bateson, Bart.^ an ex-Lord' 
of., the Treasury, received 446 votes ; a|iA; 
Mr. Meysey Thompson, who contested |iipki 



BMt under tlie liberal banner, Ui^^. Among 
athar biatorical events of niLtioiinl importanca 
wtuoh hiive oocnned at Deyixes in earlier timea wai 
the impriBonment of Hubert de ISiirBh, "the Rentlfl 
Hvbifl'' of eliukeapeare'B "King John," snd Prime 
lliniiter to Henry III. After hia fall he wua con- 
fined in the ciutlel here, and tonlrived to escftjio at 
night.l I He toot sanctuary at the hiffh allnc of t'"" 



:e of the Eishop of Salisbury, who es . . .. 

cated the Boldiers vho had thus doliod the oidi- 
nanceB of the (Jhiiioh, and deBecrnted the eane- 
tnatj: end the prelato also remonetrated with ths 
King. Be Burgn -was testnred to his ecclesmistical 
dgylum, and though the offltera of the Crown and 
the Sheriff of Wiltshire held the hunted BtalaBman 
in cloBB M'ege, with the view of starving him ont,. 
by the conmvanco of two trooiima he secTHtly lati 
Devizee, and was conduL'ted in siifety idIo Wales. 



the representation of which wnoforBometi'xiegreally 
inSuencedbytbo lDt:alfaniil)ea of ^^'^IsoQ Tnylorand 
EaCoDart. Since the Ifeform Art the memkenhip 
bus included ;Mr. M, Gore, Mr. Locke, Sir 1'. Dur- 
ham, Mr. KBtcourC, Mr, Jtio. (Jladatnne, ill. Lnd- 
low-Bnigee, Mr. (i. and Mr. B. Wat ean- Taylor, 
father and Bon, Capt. (atterwaida Admiral Sir) J. W, 
Dean-Dundtti, Sir. HeneagR, nnd Sir. C. Darby 
Qriffith. But thfi most noteworthy roprescntatiTe 
eflBflviKOS was the night Hon. Henry Addingltm, 
afterwftrda Viacount ^idmouth, who was chosen 
Speaker of the House of Commona in 1789, when 
Pitt wBB Premier. He was re-elected in 1790 and 
17B6; and in Janniiy, 1801, was thoien. to preside 
over the dalibcrationj) of the itrst House otCommooa 
of! our prasent complete Itnpeiial Pai'liainenf, 
the* Act legalising the union of the Eng- 
lish and Irish PailiamentB having bcea 
paMed in the preceding July, (^n the lOth 
of February following Addington resigned 
the office of Speaker, and in the course of a few weeka 
became Prime MioiBterand Chancellorof IheExche- 
quer. *He continued to hold the reins of Government 
until Pitt's restoration in 18(M, and the following 
year WBB ciiUed to the Upper House. Sorcn yanra 
later be was again in office as Home Sfcratary under 
Lord LiverpooL The present Lord Sidmouth, we 
may here say, in passing,' sat for Devizes during 
ief&-4. A few anecdotes of Speaker Addington'a 
T^Iinmentary life, before and after hi^ tran,sfet lo 
the " gilded chamber," are not out of plate here. 
The future Lord Sidmouth Lad just completed bit 
thirty-second year wben, on the Sth of June, 17S»I, 
he was first elevated to thediirnity of Speiikti of the 
House of Commona. In a letter of Longiatulatioa 
upon the event, Mr. Gilpin thus wrote to Addington 
at the time : " I was in aomu little pain at Srat how 
you could restrain the natural modesty of your dil- 
positionor ..a J— '« .,!«...*.■.,.. ^^^.,l,f,fl^,^ ^^r„* 
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' gantlpmec (wve me arteh an account of j-our settii^ 
out, th»t ail arpreheneions for jou ktb now ovett 
and I hnve only to regret, as a piitnreBqoi 



tiMt inch . 



0'id,^d i 



God 



AlmiLihty has given you should. 1 
Iionehiiir." Tba nrltu' bad. a biah opioii 
friend'a handaome face Ihiia to dtplure tliat the 
Spenter'a wig Bhauld aorva to so 6[poil nnlure. 
Addiiig;tun'a abilitiea have been ipoken ol as riains 
to a " reapectaLle medJocritj'." E-irl liu^sell Etivs 
of him : " He was n man of avemga imderBtatt'liiig. 
equal to the rcqnirementa of quiet timet, of reapeet- 
tble proiudioea, and midoiibtefl courage; •- - -- 



S ■ Aa London ib to I'adilington, 

Bo is Pitt to AddingtOD.' 

'When hifl apeechea lagTmost vilely 

Cheer him, (.heer him, iirott.et Hiley; 

When hia apeechea vilely lag, 

Cheer him. cheer him. Brother Biacree.* 

;'.The Pella for hia aon, the pills for hinnrff/; • < 

Thia latter Killy had referenco t'l the ainecarc of 

dork of Ihoj Polls, and also to Lord ISidmoulh'v 

fUher, who hud heen of the l^sculapian pto- 

fefnon, and, in fnct, was at one tim*' 

pbyiieiaTt to the elder Pitt. From this circam- 

itftoce the Speaker derived hn nifkname of 

"the Doctor "~a cognomen by ivhjch he was fr»- 

qnently called by the tatiriata of the duy. " llieso 

and a thousand other arrowe wUlch tvit aqoandiirei 

upon Addington," ooj^a Lcid Husaell, " utterly 

ruined him in public opinion." A good sloty anaot 

Addington'a Cabinet, irhich wag cDilainly not A 

" Miniatry of all the Taleuta," was reluleJ by Johil 

HooVham Frere ; " I rtmeniber old Lord W -, 

the father of the present lord, a fine cpedmen Of a 
thorough -going old countvi' 'I'l ry, icjming to all 
oti'hay father to toll him that ]'ilt was oat 
ofjloince, and that Addiugtiin had formed * 
Government. * He went through all the mon^ 
ton of the uew Cabinet, and, rutibiog hia hands 
at the end, with an evident sccae of reli«^ 
■aid, 'Well, thank God, we have at laat' got • 
Miniatri' without one Lot thnac confountied men' of 
genius in it.' " There is an anecdote of Addingtm 
and Wilberforce related in the life of tha fonuer, 
Wbich runs bb follows : Lord Bidmuath told ua oim 
■noraing at a Cabinet meeting, after an imporlaot 
dohate in tlielHouse of Commona ilho snbject of 
which he had fui^ottea^ Someone aaid, " I wonda 
how Wilbarforco voted laatri^t." "n which Lord 
Liverpool obaerved, " I don't know how be voted; 
bat tnia I am pretty sure of, that, in whatever 'Wi^ 
bo; voted, he repents of hia vote tliia morning.** 
Iiocd SidraoutlL added, " It vas odd enough that 
I bad no sooner returned to my oflice than wilb^ 
force WDB annonnced, who uiiJ, ' Lord Sidmout^ 



you ^U be BUipriBedat Ihcvota I gsi-s laat night 
and, indeed, I am not mvGolf alltigetlifr aatiaSed 
with, it !' To which be replied, '.My dear Wilbep- 
loTce, I hIibII never tje surprised at »ny vote job. 
maj'give.' Purguine the coaversBtioii, 1 toon ocuk 
Tinoed him that he cad rcallj- voteil wrong, what 
he Slid, ' Dear, me, I wi^h I had seen j ou last night 
hetore the debate.'" This incMent sboirs tha 
peculiar fajcinating poicec which Addiogton vu 
able to eieroise, fiiough himneU not a man of w. 
markably stroDgmind, ovir uhaii-ucters whose moiit 
points vere imllinching purpose and iron will. Ha 
vaa more an nltractdr and cajoler than a leader ol 
men. LordSidmoutbBoingr.tti^tedhiniEelfiatoBojal 
lavom' that in Lord Dalling's " Life of Palmev- 
■ton " we End tho author remarhing that the nece^ 
iitj of pleasing George m. intiodu<'Gil Addin^toa 
info MinanyAdminiBtcfltionariDto justily Canning 
oriticiam.-thathewEB like the amaUpoi, that every- 
tody was obliged to have ohm in tcoir lives." A 
few dayibolore the doolwationof war with Franca 
in ia03, a wutlike nieaaage from the Crown WM 
Bent to Parliament, Addington, then Prims 
Stinisfer, strutted up the Hoor of the Hoiue, beara 
ing this despatch ot siith imminent moment, in fid 
Windsor uniform, to the amiisement of th» 
members, who .did not know the con- 
tents cf the mensage, and were liaten* 
ing to the Speaker rending an unimpoTtaafc 
biU. ■ The burst of lnughter which sre'ted Adding- 
ton was ohangod to disgiut when be had laid Ms 
errand before Patliament. Sheridiin, l.oril Itussdl 
tella na, redoubled the laughtur in the House by 
referring later to the ^'romicr as the ri^ht hon. 
gentleman who had appeiired thjit evening in 
the character of a uieep m wult's clotlung'. 
Nothing could have been more tr.'igi'^al than Iha 
occasion, nothing more farcical th»n the con- 
uuct of the chief actor in the tragedy. 
Another little story is given by Alison at 
his "Ijfe otCasUeTeagh," which will be here usrrvnfv 
At the ttnneafthe trial of Queen Carclino (1830), 
the genanU excitement roused the popular e.^aapera- 
tion against Lords CaMtlerangh and Sidmouth, tha 
supposed authors ot the piocoeilingt, to the highest 
point; they never appeared in tha streets without 
being hooted and reviled by the mob, and hoth daily 
received anoaymous letters threatening them with 
instant death if the bill agdinat hst Majesty wore 
not abandoned. They, hawuver, disregarded thesa 
threats, and walled about as aeual, without any 
attendants : end the populace, adniiring their plock, 
abstained from violence. One dny they were wnlk- 
ing fogether in FarliHntent- street, when being recog^ 
siaed, a la^e mob surroimded them, and they weztt 
heartily hooted. "Here wo go, ' 'lixclaimcd Loid 
Eidnionth, " the two most popular men in Englani." 
■■ Yea," replied Lord Caatletcagh, " Uirough a grat»« 
fill and admiring multitude.'* 

(Ji it coatimtd.} 
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VIX — BRIDFOBT. — CHICHESTER. — DOE- 
CH£ST£IU*H0BSHAM.-8HAFTESBnBT. 

THStown of Bfidport has two olatms for distinction : 
its old xenown as ttid chief s^t of the rope-Tna>^ing 
Jndofltrf, and its notoriety of to-day as the conBtitn- 
ency which famishes a seat to Mr. Charles N^. 
Walton, that eFer-active member of the ourth 
PlEurt^ who has attained such celebrity as a ** blocker** 
of bills. At the last election thit honourable and 
learned gentleman secured the representation of the 
.ancicoit Dorsetshire borongh by a ma ority of eight 
votes only OTer Mr. P. BaJli, the Liberal candidiite, 
who has since, as we ha^e already shown, been 
returned for Wallingford. From 1295 to 1867, 
Bridport eiercised the right of sending two repre- 
.•entatives^ to Parliament. Bridport has a plaoe 
in all dictionaries of English loc^ proverbial say- 
ings, a Bridport daggei*. being synonymous with a. 
halter. H«Dce it was oaoe^ commonly spokeo of a, 
person who had Veen hanged that be had been 
stabbed with a Bridport dagger ; and that the town 
was famous for the manufacture of good daggers. 
Hopemaking has for time out of mind beeu the. 
staple trade of the borough, and was so vigorous in 
Hairy the ^Eighth's days that the whole of the 
Cordage for the nayy was ordered to be made there* 
Thpugh the town stands on the fiver Brit, and has 
'ft haven and pier, which were restored in the first 
guarter of lAst century, the place has never pos< 
sessed any condderable maritime importance. The 
old constitnenoy comprised the scot and lot inhabi- 
tants, to whom uie £10 householders were added in 
due course, which brought up the electorate to soma 
,^00 voters, and these, oy subsequent reform mea- 
sures, have now been sather more than doubled. The 
most notable ibembers for Bridport have been Lord 
Hood, Lord Wynford, Sir Evan Nepean, and Sir 
John-Romilly (after \vards Master of the KoHb). 
Before the Election Petition became a terror to 
political evil-doers, Bridport was somewhat of ft 
voter's paradise, as in hotly-contested elections as 
much as £40 has been given and taken for the assis* 
tance of a single burgess at the poll. Small as has 
always been the borough, an election usually cost 
the cnndidateiB, who were usuall}'- four hi number, 
almost £2000 each; so that very often the rope- 
factors had ft good time when an appeal to thft 
country wait made. The last member whidi tha 
now dying borough wiU return has an unenviable* 
notoriety. If he wishes to continue his doubtful 
assistance in furthering legislation he will have to 
seeic the suffrages of some other constituency at the 
next general election. 
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~ Tho i-ityoICliicbeBter, like tha place lartdealt with, 
hail a doable meBibuT^i)! train 12^)> Id 1SIJ7, ucd 
haa aini'e returned omi membev oa\y. Th" pleotonite 
has also been aunilarl; coasLituted. The legiHtec 
coDtnuied SQ3 utmes after the Dent BeFgrm UUl 
bucama law, whioli had docre^i^ to 7fi7 in l8fiS, 
thQugh the electora now nuinbBr B',iaB 1300. The 
TliiliB of Richmond and Gordon foe the timn beine 
hitB long had paramount inHuejii;a in the rppreacnta- 
tinn : and very often B T.aimox, aa ia the cnas 
at I reaeot, hiLB figured aa member i'or the urty. The 
Kt, Hon. H. 0. B. Gordon Lennox, ox-FirHt Oora- 
mistuonei of Works, «a£ returned ai the In&t eleation 

iy a conaiderable majority. Williiun Cawloy sat 
01 Oiuobeater in the time oE the Brit Chiirlea, 
and TOted for the esenution and aigni-d the 
death warrant of that ill-fatod monarch. At the 
Kestoration he, vith the rett of the Keeicides, bad 
to paj the penalty of pereeciition. All rawley'a 
largeestates round about OhiohestfcT were onfiBcnlfld, 
, and their owner eiUed from the country. He died 
abroad, but hie body waa privntely brought back, 
und iDtoracd on the aita oE the city poor-houle, 
which he himaeU founded as an aliriahonae. In re- 
pairing the pavement of thin inatitution, fome 
lerenty ^eara ago, the wprkiben discovered a sepul- 
chral bricked vault in >«hich lav a leaden ca^ 
which, it is suppoaed, contain«d all thiit then re- 
mained of what waa mortal of tbo one time lU.F. 
and benefactor of Cliichester. Tho liiglvt Hon, VV. 
Huakiason, the political eGODomist.ta who«e naufal 
life and aad death we bare already had to 
refer in these papers, sat for Oueheater from ISli 
to 1S23. One of the' Smiths, of the eminent bank- 
iog bOQsaof Smith, Payne, and Co., repTeeented tha 
city for a lengthy period. A city and county in its 
own right, and the aeenaof nevt-ral important M»- 
toricttl oocurranoea, Chichester's Parliameotory Ht« 
has, however, not been an eventf nl one. 

The pretty Uttlo town oE Dotobeater, where the 
infamona Judge JelTeriea hotdhia memorable asaizs 
after the Moumouth rebellion in the i 7th (;entuty, 
and of wtiidi tlie not altogether impnrtial historian 
Clarendon said that do place was more disaffected to 
the Royalist cause at the time of the great Civil 
War, commenced its repreeentiitiion in 1-29^, and 
loetamember in 1^67- The right of election, from. 
Ednard the Third's time to the pnsaiffe of the flrat 
Hcfoim Bill was voated in the inhabitnnta paying 
scot and lot, those pagaesaed of real eat^itea within 
the borough, and those called upon to contribute to 
the church and poor rates, 'Hien the £10 houee- 
holdora wore added, whon the burgeM roll con- 
tained S'l'i names. Twenty jeare later those had 
■wellal to 132 ; and more recent leforma have 
carried the total number oE voters to nboAit 1150. 
Prior to the Con(|ueet, Doccheetor wae a Crown 
manor, and after having bpen couEerrcd upon 
aereral Royal favourites in tnrn, was granted tem- 
porarily to the bureoseea mote than once. Under 
Eeory Tl. the grant was made perpetual, and sab- 
sequentty all the righta and privileges attachinir to 
^ the manor were vested in the Cot^iorBtlon. <A " CMa 
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town. The Earl of tSbaftesbury and the local 
families of- Sturt and Darner have had 
much influence in the representation of Dor- 
chester. The present Earl of Shaftesbury- — 
A Christian i^hilanthropist, whose fame is world- 
wide; but or whom Lord B'eaoontfield once spoke 
as " Gamaliel himself, with the broad phylacterietf 
of faction upon his forehead " — sat in the House of 
Commons as member for Dorchester. The most im« 
portant representatives, besides scions of the domi-~ 
nating families, have been Sir Samuel Shepherd. 
Hr. Kichard Brinsley Sheridan (not the biilHant 
Bight Honourable of that name, but his successor ), 
Sir James Qraham, and Mr, Williams, the banker. 
Mr. W. £. Brymer, who defeated Oapt. the Hon. 
F. Greville at the general election by 42 votes in m 
poll of 706, is the sitting member. Dorchester 
affords a good illustration of what election 
petitions were under the old tribunal, when 
the Court of Inquiry was formed of thirteen 
members drawn from the House of Commons, who 
were very often no freer from reproach in the matter 
of influencing voting than were those upon whom 
they sat to pronounce judgment. The constituency 
of Dorchester, as we have said, was formed of those 
*♦ paying to church and poor*' prior to the Kefona 
Act. Under those conditions the famous Dorchester 
election case was decided. At that time the two 
members for the borough were virtually returned to 
the Commons by two members of the Upper House, 
the Earls of Shaftesbury and Dorchester. A com- 
mittee declared that an inhabitant need no* of 
necessity be a resident to obtain voting qualiflcation ; 
and that those assessable in respect of real estate 
within the borough, though neither inhabitants nor 
occupiers, were entitied to exercise the suffrage. 
At one election the heir to tho earldom of 
Dorchester had the temerity to stand against his 
father's interest, and though he obtained two-thirdg 
of the suffrages of the householders, the paternal 
triumph was not averted, for by a well-managed and 
caref ully-controUed petition the recalcitrant young 
nobleman was* declared not to have been duly 
elected. Thus hereditary dominance, before Justice 
had dethroned Favour, generally contrived to 
obtain its own ends by some method, direct or 
indirect. 

t liorsham was created a borough in 1205, and 
lon^ returned two members. Its representation 
waa reduced to one, however, at an earlier date than 
eny other of the towns alluded to in this chapter. 
Sir H. Fletcher, Bart., represents the town in 
the Conservative interest, the voters numbering 
in the aggregate some 1350. Before the 
£1% householder received political recognition, the 
coxstituency here was made up of all persons 
ha?ing a life interest in the burgage lands and 
hoises. The Howards have always been paramount 
at Horsham, the Duke of Norfolk being steward of 
th« borough. Many members of the great du^al 
hoiSQ' have been sent to Parliament by the eleo- 
tow. Lord Surrey, i^ho afterwards in due oourss 



I 



*■«■( transferred to the UDDer House, naa ratumef 
memhci- for Horsiiam ic ib'i'j, immediBtely bEibt 
tJie parsing of tho Ronuin Cutholic Kotief Act, nnd 
wa« Oie first of that faith lo enter the Houao of 
ConuBoiiH ondBT the now ntiitute. At tha same time 
ttie then Dnke of Norfolk-, with two olher Roman 
Catholic peers, took their geats iu the Houhh of Lotdt 
The Hon. R. C. Scarlett, afiei-warJg Lord AbimsBT, 
R«o reprpBeuted the borough. In an eleotijn petition 
ptOaEnted in Ifii;, agaiTiat the return of Sir. Swet 
tor Horshani, Mr. Jmtioa Field decreed that, even 
as the law then stood, the (.ayment of a voter's 
tra,velling oxpemes amounted to bribery. It aeejis 
Uuit the candidate's agent had written to a votor lu 
Mlow3:--"Wo find yonr name on the roBister. 
W B iball he glad to hear if yon wiU Rive your ton- 
poit to Mr. Hurat, in which case we shall be gkd 
to pay your IraTelliiig expeuseB." This, the udge 
nilod (travelling eipenses being money within the 
moaning of the Corrupt Pmctices Prevention .Act of 
1864), was an net o( brihen' both aocoiding to tha 
Cjummons' regulations and the labsequeiit approval 
■ the House ol LorJ^ 

' analtBBbiuy has also been S conriituenny qck 
totiousfor its corruption. It has a iepreaentatioa 
dating from tha firet complele rarliam«it. lift waa 
deprived of its seconil member by the first 
Eeform Bill, which, in adding the £10 houaa- 
holdera of the borough to the eleiiora^ 
inclnded those of Donhcad St. Illary, Molbur); 
Abbas, and levnal other adjoiDing villages, mtikina 
atolalot 034, The bureeBsea in 188a numhorea 
137'.;, and returned the lion. 8. 0, tllyn as their 
repreaentativB in the Liberal inl'.reat. The Mor- 
qnis of Westminster, Earl ahufte^bary, and the 
Glyn family divided the p[itrona|;o of the borough. 
AaoBg tha mora noted nieuLl^ers have been 8i( 
Bomo Popham, Ur. I'aiil Denik'ld, Sir Cbarlea 
Wctherell, I.ord Howaril ft)ie pit-sfnt F.irl of 
Effingham), the Hon. W. B. Portmnn ( Jf.f. for tli« 
county), and Mr. G. U. Miitthow. Sir (.hnrlea 
Vetbsrei diatiofpiished himttelf by maldng a stroag 
■peech in tho Hoaae against the Catholic UaUef 
Bill, brought in by tho lioveraTDent, in wlii h h« 
was Attoroey-General, .ind in ci>Q»ei)uenoe had to 
reaign. GreviUe thus wriloii respecting the speeiii and 
tho Bpeakat (March, l8iB) : "Thr anti-CalhoIic 
p[ipers and men lavinh the uioel eitravat^anf 
encomiums on Wetberdl'i speechj and oall it ' i|M 
finest oration aver delivered in tho Hoiip" d 
CommonB,* 'the hist ginco tho second Thillipic/ 
He waa drunk, thc;^ eay. .The Spe'^ker remurVad 
that 'the only lucid interval he hud h-ub thnt 
between bis waistcoat and bis breei-'liiA,' Whe* 
he speake be oabuttons bis braces, and in hiii 
Teketcent action hia breef^cs work down itud hia 
waialcoat runs up. bo that fhera is a great intcr- 
resnum." At one time the liltlo Dorsetshire town, 
which is ol great antiquity, quilo elevated bribery 
•t elcctiooa to a fine artrand wss the fee — *' ' 
ay at em of corroption which fliiit" e:'!iiii 
jUogalitie* of moat other boroughs. 'I'ha '• 



n 




of Pnndi'' supplies one of the most drani i ^ 
pictures in the annals of Parliamentary oobtaHsi 
The incident hclongs to the election of 1774, ^irliwt 
6ir Fran is Sykes and Sir Thomas Bumbold ihadt 
a desperate attack upon what in those days wna 
considered to he the private property ol Ifn 
Hortimer. In the coarse of the trial, winch ran oit 
for a month, it was eUoited from witnesses that 
several ^ousand pounds, in sums ci £20 prr mtm, 
had been distributed among the electors. The can- 
didate's paymasters, who wei-e chiefly the magis*^ 
trates of the town, hit upon a singular contrivancs 
far use in oi'der to hide, as they thought, where the 
money came from, or. . at any rate, the innnediata 
channel through which it flowed into the poo'^eta of 
the voters. <^ A pei'son dref«ed up in representation 
of oar old friend ** Punch,*' and called by his name, 
was placed in a small apai-tment, and through 
A hole in the door delivered out to the votera^ 
parcels conbuning the twenty pounds. Thoy 
were then conducted into another apartmcr^ 
of the same house, where Ihey found a person 
called "Mr. Puncji's secretary,'' and here went 
through the farce of signing notes of indebted 
ness for the "value received," but which wero 
made payable to an imaginary character to whom 
they gave the curioas designation of "Ghn 
bucket." Two witnesses, called by the counsel iv^ 
the petitioner, swore they had seen * Pnnch " 
through the hole in the doors, and that they knew 
him to be a certain Mr. Matthews, well known aa 
an agent for one of the sitting members. The com- 
.mitteewho nnseated the memV>ers added to their 
decision an instruction to the House of Commons 
that the most notorious bribery and cor- 
ruption had prevailed at the election in questioui^ 
and recommended the withholding of the issue ol s 
new writ for the liorough until a fuller inquiry 
could be instituted. ^Notwithstanding aU tha 
thunders ..gf Parliamentary Committees, however, 
the representation of iShaftesbury went on, and the 
custom of receiving a substantal consideration for 
the " favour of vote and interest " came.to be looked 
m>on by the burgesses as a sort of piescriptive ri.hL 
^laftesbury in later days has evinced a surpiisio^ 
independence of all political discrimination, disve* 
gardmg the consideration of the questions dividing 
liberal and Tory, and dutifully returning the 
nominee or favourite of the patron of the borough 
for the time being. But of course open bribery has 
had to be refrained from; and the emoluments^off 
the freemen who once existed mainly upon the prf M 
obtained by trafficking away their biithri^ MVt 
boon reduced to the vanishing-point. 

(lb be eontimedj 
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Vm,— THE LAST OP THE OLDER aOROUGnS, 
Thers are atin »ame dozen boroughs to be doall with 
which van point to a representntinri duliug frum A,a. 
1S95. Tliese ancient constitueniiix we purpow to 
disposeof — necessarily with brevily — in tliu present 
^per. Lewes returned two memliera frum thii tiiiio 
of the eBT^est complete Furliunu-?^ to tlie pasMnft nt 
the Beform Bill of IBST, when one wb« taken nvmy. 
The burgess-roll contained first tlic nanics of BiUik tiid 
lot inliabitanta, then the " ten-piundprs " were adJcd, 
and finnJIy the houaelioJdera. Tli ■ elwtors in 1833 
numbered ST2, but tJtese drmt'usi'd <Iiiring the next 
twenty years to 713, largely throiiyii the dealJi of free- 
men of tlie borough. Under the new ordor of thingi, 
the burgesses in 18S3 amounti^d in the aggrsgile ta 
1183, who ore now represented by Mr. W. L. Christie 
The political pstrooa^ of Lewfs l»is fur time out ol 
mind vested tuainly in tbe Felh^uiis, whose donunaaoa 
waa oceasionaily, however, slmrod by the Blunts, 
Old Nicholas PeUiatn lies entiunln^d in 8L Michael's 
ChmchyHnl, Lewes, liis memorial stone inscribed Willi 
the puunicig epitaph : 

"What time the ftanch sought to havosock't 

Sea.foord, 
?1iis Felham did re-pel 'em back aboonL" 
Hie Camily did much service in guariling tlie Sussex 
coofitin Flantogeiiet and Tudor duya, and tlierefrura 
derived much political power, which has continued 
down ti] this present ; theEariofOiicliCRter'giniluQnca 
being still very condderablS Lewes is a town of great 
county itnporbuice, and was oE some celebrity even 
before the Conquest. Among eminent members who 
btve sat for Lewes may bo tncntioaed Viscount 
Hampden, who owed his seat to llie borough— when 
plam Right Hon. B. S. W. Bnitid— from 1852 to 188B. 
He was Sfct^itary to the Trcasuiy- for some seven 
years, and twdve years filled with distinction the 
Speakers chair, A former member toe Lewes, the 
Bight Hon. Henry Htzroy, a sdou of the 
ducal hou^ of Grafton, who was for some 
Umc Spealcer Brand's colleague in the repre- 
■entaOnn of the town, narrowly missed being 
electa to preside over Uie delibeiaUons of Parlia- 
ment. He held office as Under-Secrctiiry for the Homo 
Dcpiirtment, and Lord of the Admiralty ; and waa 
Cliairman of Committees. During tlie Speakership of 
Mr. LefiTTe, he for some__ti[no aWwl as deputy in that 
gentliiman's absence from the Housa Ihtough illness. 
Eiir James Scariett, (afterwards Lord Abinger), Sir 
Howord Elphinatone. Lord Cantelupo, aud Philip 
York are also noticeable names on the list, of 
peihbers; and this latter lethe most illustrious of 
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them alL He was rte^tecTfor Lewes in 1718^; and 
after serving with honour, first as Solicitor and after* 
wards Attomey-Greneral, was in 1738 made Oiief 
Justice of the King's Bench, and raised to the peerage, 
He was a most eminent luminary of the law, and 
besides being Sir Robert Walpole's right-hand sup- 
porter, enjoyed the esteem of the nation for his high 
judicial integrity and attainments. In 1736 he was 
created Lord Clmncellor, an office which he fulfilled 
for twenty years ; and in 1754, he was advanced to 
the Earldom of Hardwicke. 

: The borough of Gockermouth returned members in 
the first Edward's days, but discontinued the ex^* 
cise of its electoral privilege for nearly a century and 
tk half, not sending representatives regularly again 
until 1640. Prom then to 1867 two members were 
sent to the Commons by the Cumberland borough 
Sans interruption, when one was struck off by the 
hand of Reform. The franchise was formerly limited 
to the burgage tenants only, and the electors, 305 in 
number in 1832, are now over 1000. Mr. Edward 
Waugh is the sitting member. The house of Egremont 
has exercised much influence in the borough in time 
past. General Wyndham, the then representative of 
this family, himself sat for Cockermouth some thirty 
years ago, and his nephew. Lord Naas (Lord Derby's 
Irish Secretary,), was returned by the burgesses in 
1857. The first Earl Stanhope, Lord Macartney, the 
£:arl,of Liverpool, and Lord Abinger are among the 
most celebrated of Cockermouth's past representatives. 

Calne has not much to entitle it to note except 
its antiquity. It has been a single-member constitu- 
ency since 1295, and has long had the reputation of 
being a pocket borough of the Marquis of Lansdowne^ 
and is to-day represented by a member of his lord- 
ship's family in &e person of the Under-Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs, Lord Edmund Fitzmaurice. The in- 
4uence of the marquis has presumably preserved 
Calne from extinction hitherto, for it is among the 
least important in point of population of the dying 
boroughs. Before the £10 householder became a poli- 
tical factor, Calne's electorate was composed of the 
burgesses of the borough only. In 1832 there were" 
519 names on the roll ; these dwindled down to little 
more than 200 ; but since household suffrage has been 
inaugurated tiie list has swelled to an aggregate of 
993 electors. Lord Russell's Reform scheme proposed 
to increase the constituency of Calne by adding the 
parish of Melksham. In the " good old times " th« 
borough counted among its members John Dunning ' 
(the celebrated Lord Ashburton), and Colonel 
Barrd (one of the many notabilities to whom the 
authorship of "Junius" was attributed). A long 
array of Fitzmaurices have sat for Calne, and the 
gallant Sir 1/niliam Fenwick WilliSms, of Ears, was 
.returned for the borough in 1857. 

Cricklade first returned two members in 1295, and 
bas maintfUned the dual representation to tliis date, 
though the borough was temporarily disfranchised for 
two years — 1780-82 — for gross bribery. The con- 
Btituencrjr, in ante-Beform (&ys, was made up of the 



frerhulders aaa capylioldors of the bui^fo^ hou^ea 
and holders of tlirot! years' liasps. After tlie bribery 
proco^dings. just over a, ct^ntuiy ago, tliis limited and, 
b3 the evidetuK ahowe<], comiptid electorate wu 
deprivedof itseKclusiveprirtlcgp.sndwiia extended by 
adding: several adjoiDing porislies to an aggregate i^ 
about 1200. The coDEtitueDCy grew to a tota.1 of 
153.1 in 1833, oDd 164T a quarter of a century 
later; and tiiera are now about SOOO burgessdi. 
Professor Story Maslielyne and Sir Danid Gooch are 
the present members tor CricMode. The Earl of Cai^ 
narvoii's influence was considerable here nt one timet 
Nooe of the representatlrefl call tor special men* 

Bridgnorth \r&a deprived of one member in ice?, 
a»d had previously returned two fmm 1296. 'ITia 
first Reform Bill changed Uie constituency from Ciia 
freemen, reddeut and non-reeidont, iato the resident 
fteemcn and £10 householdern, making a total it 
■ome 760, which has ^nce imveued to 13IB. Tlia 
old Shropshire families of Kgot and Whitiiiore Itivs 
had mud) to do in decreeing tlie represeDtariun, jind 
■everol members of both have sat for the borou^li. It 
le notable that a Whitmort? wan M.P. for Uriilg- 
sortfa during the Long Farlijiment, and SBO' ymra 
•fterwatds the family's influence was bUU so great 
that another of the same name fulfilled the same 
honourable position. The present Lord Actoc was 
member for Bridgnorth from 1805 to 1869. Mr. W. 
B. Foster, Deputy-Lieutenant for tlie Coimiy, is the 
BiltJDg member. 

Wilton, to which old borough the county of AVilta 
owea its name, was a place of note long anterior to 
the Conquest, and returned two members from ISQS 
to tlio passing of the Reform Bill of 1833, wlien one 
was taken away. The Earl of Pembroke, whose pnl»> 
tial residence here ia memomble as the place in which 
Sit Philip Sidney composed his " Arcadia," hns long 
had chief influence ovej the doctorate, and the liair 
to the earldom, the Hon. S. Herbert;, is tlie sitting 
member. At the last election Mr. Joseph Arch con" 
tested the seat, but only succeeded in polling 397 vntes, 
against his powerful opponent's 8 1 8. Tliere are nt pia> 
Bent over 1400 deotora. Before tlie first Reform Bill cha 
Corporation and burgessra only formed tlw consti- 
tuency. Among the, most not«d mombera for Wilton 
■were the (hen Mr. Henry Lytton Bulwer.and tlic Hrat 
Earl of Malmesbury, Uio great diplonuitiet, whosatna 
Mr. Harris. The present Earl of Malmesbury ii^re- 
■ented Wilton in 1841. He has twice held the ira* 
portant oflicea of Foreign Secretary and Lord Privjr 
Seal. 

Oiippenham vns in the time of Alfred the Great one 
nt the ftncst towns in Britaio. A bnrouglj by pro- 
BCription it returned two nH'inbcrs to tlie wirlioBt 
complete Parliament. In tlie first yi'ar of tlie reign ot 
Mary it was incorporated by cliarter. James L 
granted a new chatter to tliefreemen and burgossfls. 
Tiio Parliamentary life of Cliippcnlinin us a two- 
mtmber constitueiicy ccntinued till 1867, when one waa 
witlidrawn. 8irCf.0oldney,Bart.,i3lheBvtt.wijnw»i\i« 
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be having defeated' Mr. S. Butler al the last election 
hy 23 votes. The electors number over a tliousand. 
The great Sir Robert Peel sat for Chippenham from 
1812 to 1817. The wealtliy Neeld family had para- 
inount influence in the representation. 

One of the smallest of existing boroughs, Evesham, 
returned two members from 1295 to 1807, and has 
since sent one only. At the last general election Mr. 
D. R. Ratchffe was returned by a majority of nine 
votes over his Conservative opponent, but was un- 
seated on petition. A new election in July of the 
same year further showed how evenly-balanced par- 
ties are in the borough. Mr. F. Lehmann, fighting in 
the Liberal interest, received 378 votes, and Mr. F. D. 
D. Hartland, the Conservative candidate, had 876 
recorded in his fovour. Another petition ensued, and 
one vote being struck off the latter's number, 
and six off the former's, Mr. Dixon Hartland was 
left in a majority of 8. The burgesses and freemen 
were the old electorate. The Runout family domi- 
nated the local influence for a very considerable 
period, and the head of the house, the nresent Lord 
Kortbwick, sat for Evesham from 1837 to 1847 as 
Captaliil Bushout. Subsequently representing East 
Worcestershire, he succeeded to the title in 1869. 
Among other members for Evesham hjive been Lord 
Marcus HUl, Su: C. Cockerell, Sir H. P. WiUoughb^» 
and Mr. Orenville Berkeley. 

Lymington, a borough in the reign of the first 
Edward, returned two members down to 1867. Tte 
Corporation and freemen formed the old electorates 
Vnia the first Reform Act added the £10 house-' 
holders the constituency numbered 249. These had 
increased in 1857 to 338, and the number of efectors 
Is now 817, who are represented by Colonel E. H. 
Eennard. The aged Earl of Albemarle, bom in 1799, 
and still surviving, sat for Lymington for twenty- 
three years as Colonel Keppel, being first returned in 
1832. The Burrard family were chiefly masters ot 
the poli^cal situation in the borough for a lengthy 
period. Among others, Sir John Rivett Camac, Sir 
Harry Burrard-Neale, and the historian Gibbon have 
been returned as members for the ancient Hampshivs 
port. 

Guildford first returned two members in 1295, anA 
vraa deprived of one by the Reform Act of 1867. The 
constituency originally consisted of the freemen and. 
scot and lot freeholders, to whom the great change of 
1832 added the £10 householders of the ancient 
tx>rougfa, together with those of the outlying parishes 
of St. Nicholas and Stoke, bringing up the electorate to » 
total of 342. These were increased during the twenty 
years immediately following to 648, and the burgessefl • 
now number 1542, whose cliosen rt^presoutative is 
lib. Denzil R. Onslow, late of the Indian Govcmmeot 
service. Earl Onslow and Lord Grautley have 
enjoyed ckdef influenoe as to th^ representation^ 
'and for many years tJie two noble £amilt(>s 
shared the seats between them. - Sir Fletcher 
I^orton, Speaker from 1768 to 1782, was member for 
Guildford. In a memorable Land Tax debate^ wfaielft 
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took place baftwe tlie Christmas roooas n! 177U,ahoMly 
tJVer an unseemly discuBsion had i>i?L'urreil in th# 
Lords, BomB honourable membeia were growing d»- 
moTOUS, when tiie Speaker interpnaeil, to quote UiH 
labile Adotrti*^, " with all tli" Boftiiess of a buiioon,'' 
Trith the dulivoranpe, " Pray, gratlem™, be orderly ; 
you are iilraost aa trad as thf olhT Hrose." But Sir 
Fletclier Morton liad little right to iuvngh agatost ini- 
patueiity of gpeedi. Tenycuie after Uie above occur- 
cence he doEwndoI to Uio door of the Hou^e, aad took 
port with much w&rmth in, b current debate, be cx- 
in-esring lihufielt in strong ontagiitiifm to the in- 
C3«aringinlliiai(« of thi! Crown, and making an uii- 
neaaoisdattnck upon iLe policy at Lord North. Hehiid 
preriouslydiBtinguislieilliiniself by di.'li1]«nti;l/ flouting 
UiaKing in taking up n hill from the tX-mmons to tlie 
IiordB,wliic!i granted his Majesty an augmentation of in- 
«omfl for the payment of tiis det>t& Mr. SerjcaaL 
Best, afterwards Lord Wynford, and anotlier light nf 
Uie law, and the father of a fninily of itiniuent lawyBra, 
Ur. William Bovill, (XJa., was both mdt:bted la 
Guildford for scnts in Iblianient, aa wa« ala> Major 
(afterwards Sai John) Torke Scarlett. 

The gland old liiatoric town of n'nrwick bos bad 
tininteirupted dual ni<inbersliip friim the first com' 
plets failiament to tiiu present timf, nad now, after 
such a lengthy uxisttui<-e as a borough, and witJi tti» 
e^wakcs of the ifouBOof Commons iia il* senior silting 
member, it is doomed to early ctfatvmeut from tiia 
Bst of places entitled to st^>arate repri'writation. The 
Earls of Warwick liuve had cliief inauiuu.^ in ttw 
oonatituoncy liglit up to the days -*\\ea justics 
knd light biuiished patronugs aud julitical domi- 
DOeriag. Miiny a Ureville lias bi«i: associatud in 
thepatt witli the reprewmtation. Mr.-Spitakiir FevFa 
Oolleaguo in the mumbeisliip for Warwick ia Mr. 
George William John l!<ptOn, grand.'ioii vf i.intl Chao- 
cellor £ldon, who was first returned fur tliu borough 
S3 yeara ago, liaving previously sat for St. Albiuu 
when that city liod its voice in Uie luukiiig up of Pai- 
HamBDt, "nie scot and lot inhabitants aiii:lciitlyfarmo4 
tiie conetituency,' in 1833 the additiifflof tlieflObausQ-L 
Jlolders increased Clie dei'turatc lu QDl, and fuithn 
Kforms have carried the voters' list to an aggregate 
of about 1800. The most noteworthy members, apart 
from hnmediateconnectiooBoftlieEarloflVarwick, and 
thepresentrepresentativeBibave been Sir C. E. Dougtaa, ' 
the Hon, C. J, (afterwards Loni) Canmiig, and Mi. 
Edward Greaves, Uio local hanker. 

Shoreham, now an adjunct of Briglitun, with K 
population of over 42,000 iuliabitiinta, huH liad indo- 
pendent dual representation from 1235. Firstfonnea 
of the scot and kit freeholderH, the conbtituency wu 
increased in IITI bt the 40s. freeholders of Uie whcM 
Bope or Hundred of Bramber, to whom were iiilinn 
quently added the "ten-poundcrs," and la due oovtM 
the householders. The most notewoitliy incidco£ b 
the Parliamentary life o( this borough is that oo^ 
Docted with the "CbriMiaiis," a Iocs) club idcnli&d 
wiUi Ble(»,oral oorruption. In 1771, to flagrant bad 
<deotoial mlsdoiDgs in the old shore borough beoont^ 



tint tlte mAttei tanned subject tor ^cqiui; in. Ott 
Hoiue of Commoiu. It had been dieoovcired that Vm 
<• ChriBtJans," an aasooiation of freemen prdflilWUllfJ 
buided together for the furtheruiue of ihari^, MM 
esGTciaing (heir fuDctions in rcslitj in DrgotUtinc Uw 
Bale o£ the tepresenUtion to Uis bigliett bidder, m* 
ttM dono b]t the agi-acy of a secret committee, wbidi 
concluded a transaction villi the rooEt Iibeial candi- 
date, received the money, and divided the spoilamoDg 
the club generoJl;. Aa the members o[ this oom- 
mittee atistftiiied from voting tlieiusdves, "on tlM 
ground o£ coniciontious scruples,'' th^y escaped ths 
imputation of biiber; until a disagreement with tha 
retunuDg-officer, who was in tlieir eoofidence, led 
tiiat functionary t« reveal their plans. It appeanf 
that nt tfii.i particular election thcro were Ore ctui£- 
dates, two only of wliom came anylhiog near tha 
"Christian Society's" enpeclations with their oflna. 
General Smith bid £3000, and would further ando^ 
take to benefit, the t^wiLslup by builJiiig alupphq( 
there, Mr. Rumbold offered £35 a v»tc all round to 
every freeman, and this temptin); bait won the 
Allegiance of the body. The Oeneral. however, Btood 
EtBt with the returning ^offioer, nod the 
led to a public quarrel. The Opposiiio 
wislied to disfranchiae Bhnroham, but %i 
the House resolving that some eighty 
curious Chriatiuis should never be received at Hit 
poll ngi'ii, and that the bouodaiy of the borough b9 
extended to cover a much wider ar^a. Sir W. W. 
Buirell and Mr, B. Loder are the ln)tt n 
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IX.— MOIIE PL4ST4GESET B0U0CGH9. 
We have now dealt with the wlide ot the Ixirou^ 
of eldest birlh—tliat is,thoEe wlilrb can dearly Imee an 
elocturul life duting tci'm ill' first ninaplcte Porlia- 
Dumt, whioh ussrmijltd ir iltuJ. Fourleen nuiru con< 
Btituencies mturoed rcpt.«j'iiitiUveB Inti^ in tlie I'laa- 
tugenet pe.iod, sod tbrae ne^ct claim attmtjon, 

HiWford's status, ns a, borough, dates is iiil back 
■B 139S,wlien tu'o metijlxr^ wejt' first returned. Tins 
representatJon continuiil until the l&i ywt'of tha 
relgii of Henry V,, wl«u the bniliif and burgessoi 
petitioned to be relieved trutn the burdan ef Rending 
Eoembera on the score <i! poverty. The re<(uest wob 
granted, and an interregnum occurs in the rcprwan- 
tation teadiiDg to tbn closing VMir of ilie first Stuart 
Boverdgn's occupation of tiie fvrigiisli throne, when 
the elective fniiichise was restorriL Two members 
were ngain regularly chosca until 1687, when 
Hertford nma shorn ot its si'jfiid represen- 
tative. Thi elecwiat* formerly coii-i.'le.l ,if the free- 
men and inliabitiuits not in receipt nrpnn»)i relief. The 
populition at Uie pnssing of the first Kefurm Sill was 
C31T, tbhty years later it had iiicreiised to (lOUS. and 
at the last census the numl>er returned was 8556. 
There were 700 ticilors in 1B33, and the burgess roll 
ftfter the lapse of Imlf a t^entury contained the niimes 
•f 1112 voters, who are now rcpres^uted by Hr. A. J. 
Bultour, who sits on ilie CoostTvative side ot the 
House. Earl Cowperajid the Marqt^s of Ssli^iiliy-. 



. „. «1 of the ohipf local in9upnce. Eart " 

Stiinhopa (then Lortl Miilicni) uud Lord lagesUe (af ler* 
vuTila EutI Titltiot and .Shrewiliury) were returned 
tor Hertford in 1S32, but -wen- mnuated on a, bribery 
peUtion, and no nsw writ wm igaueti for tba 
borougli until the general election of three years later, 
Trtiidirt'-estnblisUedtlie Melboiivne MlnistryiD pnwar; 
One CFt tlie members returned on this occasion wns thS 
Bight Qon. W. F. Coi^per, st^son of Lord Falmei'^toni 
'Uid nepliew of Viseount Melbourne, vhose pilmta 
BccretAry be bad for some time been. Among other Htittfl 
offices Uted b7 this scion of tlie Cowper fomfly were 
I}toseot L'liderSGcrebiryfoi tbe Home DepttttmenC, Vice- 
President of tbe Council ot Education, Lord uf tlie 
Treesary, and ot the Admiralty. Cniier notable 
members for Hertford were Sir W. M. Townahend 
Birijuhar, Bart., »nd Mr. T. Chambers, the Tatter ot 
M Iiora achieved some celebrity tor his vigorous crusada 
Against the Maynooth grant and conveutonl institu- 
.IjonH geneiully. 

M^'eombe first returned two members ajj. I30<\ 
(Uid the dual representation was maintained until llle 
passing ot ttie Disraeli Befoim Bill. The eWtotuto, 
aiu-'iimttir composed ot the Corporation ot Freeuiona 
was iHcn-'iised by the addition ot the £10 housclwldcra 
in 1S32 TO a total a( ^98, which has now multiplied aO 
crMlly that thereare over 2000 votera, and the borough 
Boasts a population ot upwards of 13,000. Colonel 
SemrdSniitli is the silting member, he bavkig been 
Oleiited ill 1883 to fill tbe vacancy coused by 
t!ie retirement of the Hon. Colonel Corington, heir to 
U^etiaronDgeoflus own name. The present lord sat for 
^Vyconib<:froml6(IStol8fl8. Lord Beaeonsfield made hia 
■•arlicst Bttfimpts tc enter Parliamtnt as caudida<<> for 
Wycombe, bnt unsuccessfully wooBd the suiTrage of 
the electors, though he had tbe advantage ot recom- 
mendation from HiinieandO'Connell. TheinBuenco. 
of the Caringtons, Fitzmauriccs, Dasliwoods, and 
Barings, has heea cousiderahle here. Tbe great Lord 
Blielburne (afterwBr^.s first Marquis of Lansdowne), 
who succeeded Liord Hockingham aa Premier, and 
made young WiUiam Pitt his Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, was tlie niost celebrate Fitznuurice who 
bas sat for Wycombe. He liad to complain that the 
borough, despite tto family interest, was in liis tima 
* costly one to contest, as much as £TOD being paid 
forSildngle vote. Corruption seems to have raged 
'rampant in Wycombe in tlie had old dftys. The olet?- 
tion of 1725 is noteworthy for the isauo ot a false 
return by the Slayor, who manipulated the voles 
polled to give his own favourite, Str. Oolly«, » 
majority ot one. This audacious result was, however, 
upset by the House ot Commons. Here the "diair- 
i^" of'members is said to have originated, Wycombe 
havingcnjoyed thareputatJonof mrtri'ijolis of duir* 
mttUng. Colonel Jervis, aftr'vw.N.- i :i i .--i. \li ■ . ui, 
the naval hero, repr&BGQted lli- i > 

the tliird Earl Stanhope, Pulv!' '- i-J 

"'Stormy Petrel of Debate f un., >■ . .,■ ■ .1 ■, 

John Ardidnle, the first "'FriL^id' \il..' i.\ii .-.^^ ia 
the Commons, who was returneil in W.IB, imradLT- 
_Bl)ly over a centniy prior t« the election ot Mr. Peasd _ 
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flat the nuttter foraied subject for enquiiy fa, 
Bouse of Gommoiis. It had been disoovcred that ttt . 
* Cbristians,'' an aasociation of freemen profuMilj ; 
iMuxded together for the furtherance of charity, m w B 
exercising their functions in reality in negotiating tte , 
81^ of U^ representation to the highest bidder. Tfait 
was done by the agency of a secret committee, lASA 
tonduded a transaction with the most liberal caaSI^ 
date, received the money, and divided the spoil among 
the club generally. As the members of this ooo»» 
mittec ab^ained from voting themselyes, **oii tlie 

S)und of conscientious scruples,** they escaped the 
putation of bribery until a disagreement with the 
retuming-officer, who was in their confidence, led 
that functionary to reveal their plans. It appeared' 
that at tins particular election there were t^e candi* 
dates, two only of whom came anything near the 
*< Christian Society's** expectations with then: otten. 
General Smith bid £3000, and would further xxodae^ 
take to benefit the towniship by building shippfag 
there. Mr. Eumbold offered £35 a vote all tou£d to 
every freeman, and this tempting bait won the 
allegiance of the body. Hie Genera^ however, stood 
first with the retuming-officer, and the disagreemeHt 
led to a public quarrel. The Opposition of the diflf 
wished to disfranchise Shoreham, but were out-votec^ 
the House resolving that some eighty-one of these 
curious Christians should never be received at tbt 
poll again, and that the boundary of the borough be ' 
extended to cover a much wider area. Sir W. W. 
Burrell and BIr. B. Loder are the last members for 
Bhoreham, 

LX.— MOKE PLANTAGEXET BOROUGHS. 

We have now dealt with the wliole of the boroughs 
of eldest birth — tliat is, thos<' whirh can clearly tnice an 
electoral life dating from tu » first complete Parlia- 
ment, which assembit'd ir i2Uo. Fourteen more con- 
stituencies returned repijecntutives later in tlie Plan- 
tageuet peviod, and these next claim attention. 

Hertford's status, as a borou«jlu dates as fur back 
es 1298, when two memlxr.". wqyo first returned. This 
representation continued until the 7th year of the 
reign of Henry V., when the bailiff and burgesses 
petitioned to be relieved from the burden of sending 
members on the score of poverty. The request was 
granted, and an interregnum occurs in the represen- 
tation reaching to the closinjf yesir of the first Stuart 
sovereign's occupation of tiu; Engiisli throne, when 
the elective francliise was re^torfl. Two members 
"were again regularly chosen until 1867, when 
Hertford was shorn of its secjond represen- 
tative. Th3 electorate formerlv consisted of the free* 
men and inhabitants not in receipt of parish relief. The 
population at the passing of the first Keform Bill was 
5247, thirty years later it liad increased to 6605, and 
at the last census the num\ier returned was 8556. 
There were 700 elector.^ in 1832, and the burgess roU 
after the lapse of half a century contained the names 
ef 1112 voters, mIio are now reprt'sented by Mr. A. J. 
.Balfour, who sits on the Conservative side of the 
, House. Earl Ck>wperand the Marquis o| Salisbury _ 
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~^were long poeses^ of the chief local injfiuence. Earl 
Stanhc^ (then Lord Mahon) aud Lord Ingestre (after- 
"wards Earl Talbot and Shrewsbury) were returned 
for Hertford in 1832, but wei-e unseated on a bribery 
petition, and no new writ was issued for th© 
borough until the general election of three years later, 
w^iich re-established the Melbourne Ministry in power. 
One of the members returned on this occasion was the 
Bight Hon. W. F. Cowper, stepson of Lord Palmerston, 
and nephew of Viscount Melbourne, whose private 
secretary he had for some time been. Among other St^te 
offices filled by this scion of the Ck)wper family were 
those of Under Secretarj- for the Home Department, Vice- 
President of the Council of Education, Lord of the 
Treasury, and of the Admiralty. Other notable 
members for Hertford were Sir W. M. Townshend 
Farquhai', Bart., and Mr. T. Chambers, the Tatter of 
V. Aom acliieved some celebrity for liis vigorous crusade 
against the Maynooth grant and conventual institu- 
tions gencmlly. 

AVytx>nibe first returned two members a.d. 1300, 
and the dual representation was maintained until the 
passing of tlie Disraeli Reform Bill. The electorate, 
anciently composed of the Corporation of Freemen, 
was incrcased by the addition of the £10 householders 
in 1832 to a total of 298, wliich has now multiplied so 
greatly that there are over 2000 voters, and the borough 
boasts a population of upwards of 13,000. Colonel 
Gerard Sniith is the sitting member, he having been 
elected in 1883 to fill the vacancy caused by 
the retirement of the Hon. Colonel Carington, heir to 
the baronage of liis own name. The present lord sat for 
Wycombe from 1865 to 1868. Lord Beaconsfield made his 
earliest attempts to enter Parliament as candidate for 
Wycombe, but unsuccessfully wooed the suffrage o£ 
the electors, though he had the advantage of recom- 
mendation from Hume and O'Connell. The influence 
of the Caringtons, Fitzmaiu'iccs, Dashwoods, and 
Barings, has been considerable here. The great Lord 

• Shelbume (afterwards first Marquis of Lansdowne), 
who succeeded Lord Rockingham as Premier, and 
made young AVilliam Pitt his Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, was the most celebrated Fitzmaurice who 
has sat for Wycombe. He had to complain that the 
borough, despite the family interest, was in his time 
a costly one to contest, as "much as £700 being paid 
for a single vote. Corruption seems to have raged 

■ rampant in Wycombe in the bad old days. Tlie elec- 
tion of 1725 is noteworthy for the issue of a false 
return by the ^iayor, who manipulated the votes 
polled to give his own favourite, Mr. Collyer, a 
majority of one. This audacious result was, however, 
upset by the House of Commons. Here the ♦* cliair- 
Ing" of members is said to have originated, Wycombe 
having enjoyed the reputation of metropolis of chair- 
making. Colonel Jervis, afterwards Earl St. Vincent^ 
the naval hero, represented the borougli, as did also 
the third Earl Stanhope, Ralph Bernal Osborne, the 
«• Stormy Petrel of Debate ;" and, not least notable, 
John Arclidale, the first " Friend " who ever sat in 
the Commons, who was returned in 1698, consider- 

^ ably over a century prior to the election of Mr. ?«:a>«j^ 
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' (tot South I>urfaam), who is otten gpo&en ot' as ' 
m earliest Quaker member. Col. Barr^, to 
'v^i^m -we hav»' already had to refer, was 
.lA.x'. for Wycombe in 1761. lie, on Lord 
Mayor Crosby and Alderman Oliver being committed 
to Uie Tower for arresting messengers who had taken 
citizens of London into custody for breach of parlia- 
mentary privilege in 1771, denounced the conduct of 
the House as infamous, and adding that ** No honest 
man could sit amongst its members," left his seat, and 
walked away. ** P8S*liament," writes Horace Walpole, 
•♦ were obliged to swallow so ungrateful a bolus." 

The city of Lichfield returned two- members in 
1S05, and continued to exercise the privilege occa- 
sionally during the two succeeding reigns, after wliich 
there seems to have been an apathetic feeling towards 
the franchise until 1552, when the representation was 
resumed and maintained as at first until 1867,from which 
date the city ceased to be a two-member constituency. 
The present member. Col. T. J. Levett was returned 
at an extraordinary election in July, 1880, which 
arose out of the imseating of Col. Dyott on petition, 
the latter having defeated Sir J. Swinburne, the 
Liberal candidate, by a narrow majority at the 
general election. Sir John again contested the seat 
with Col, Levett, and ran him also closely on the poll. 
There are 1243 electors, out of a population of 8360, 
in the city, according to the latest returns before us ; 
the numbers having been 861 and 6499 respectively 
at the passing of the first Reform Bill. The ancient 
constituency comprised the magistrates, freeholders, 
burgagc-tenants, and scot-and-Iot inhabitants. The. 
Earl of Lichfield and the Duke of SuUierland have 
had paramount political power in the dty. Lichfield's 
claims to consideration as a place of historical nota 
arise more from its civic and ecclesiastical associa- 
tions than its Parliamentary connection. Tlie present 
Earl of Harrowby was M.P. for Lichfield from 1850 
to 1859, and the Earl of Lichfield sat for the city from 
1847 to 1854. Other eminent names associated with 
the representation of the constituency include those 
of Lords AVaterpark, Paget, Granville, Mostyn, and 
Wrottesley. 

Midlmrst, which commenced to return two members 
!n 1311, and was deprived of one by the first Reform 
Bill, has only 1136 electors and a population of 7277 
according to the latest returns accessible ; and had as 
few as 250 voters even after its second member was 
taken away and the franchise extended. The little 
Sussex constituency was regarded as a pocket borough 
of the Percivals, Earls of Egmont. It has narrowly 
escajxHl political extinction previously, and indeed was 
only saved by enlarging the boundaries in 1832. 
Before the Reform Bill, the electorate consisted of the 
burgflgo tenants only, within living memory but 120 
in number. One Lord Montagu, then owner of 
Midhurst, had occasion to dismantle somo 
of these burgage tenements, in order to widen the 
limit of Coudray Park ; but he was careful to have 
•tones placed in the new wall, indicating the site of 
each ancient burgage, whereupon a certain noble duko 
If credited with having remarked th at the electi ve 



^"ranchise had fallen so low at Midhurst that the very 
stones appeared as. voters for Parliament. Midliurst 
gave Charles James Fox a seat in the House o£ 
Commons when he was but a lad of nineteen, and that ' 
in his absence from England. Chief Justice Pratt, 
Lord Plunket, Earl Stanhope (as Lord Mahon), Earl 
Spencer (then Capt. F. Spencer), Sir Horace B. 
Seymour, the Bight Hon. Spencer H.. Walpola 
(three times Lord Derby's Home Secretary), 
and the present Earl of Egmont are among 
the most illustrious members for Midhurst. 
Samuel Warren, the author of "Ten Thousand a 
Year," " The Diary of a Late Physician," and some other 
noteworthy books, a barrister of considerable celebrity, 
■^as returned for the borough in 1857. Midhurst, 
>;ehich, we may take it^lias hitherto been allowed to 
retain an unwarranted share in political affairs " only 
as a peace-offering to the House of Lords," to quote 
an utterance of the Irish statesman Sliiel concerning 
the borough, is at present represented by Sir H. T. 
Holland, Bart., E.C.M.G., an ex-Under Secretary for 
the Colonies. 

Weymouth has sent two members since 1315, and 
two more for its suburb of Melcombe ReQfis from 1319 ; 
i^t th» ^vo were linited, by the Reform, Act of 

1832. The constituency was origitally com- 
posed of the corporation, freemen, and free- 
holders, and a very small "stake" seems to have 
sufficed to give title to the franchise. Oldfield relates 
that " a committee was appointed to try the petition 
of one John Arbuthnot on the 10th February, 1804, 
against the return of certain candidates for Uie 
borough. In consequence of tlie decision of this com- 
mittee two hundred freeholds were at once split into 
two thousand. Freeholders of Weymouth were to be 
found in London, and in almost all the towns and 
villages to the Land's End, as also in the Channel 
Islands, whence many hundreds were afterwards 
brought at great expense to vote at every election for 
the borough. Some even voted for the tliirteentlj 
hundredth part of a sixpenny freehold." At one time, 
says a writer on this borough, Weymouth's "local 
influence was a matter of purchase," but it was in 
the hands of the" famous "Bubb Doddin^jton" in his 
^y. ' $te himself sat for Woymaiit]i,and he afterwartfar 
took th^ title of Lord Melcomb from the adjacent 
borough,, winch T^-as one with ^^'fr^'mouth for niunici^ 
pal purposes a» early as the reign of Queen Anne. 
Afterwards the Johnstone family obtained political 
ascendancy here, aaid several of them sat for tho 
borough. A list of the* Chief names of note among the 
representatives of Weymouth gives those of Sir Cliria- 
topherWren, Joseph Hume, Sir T. Fowell Buxton, 
Lord Villiers, Sir E. Sugden (afterwards Lord Sfcw 
Leonards), and CoL Freeston, who served with di»* 
Unction in the Peninsular War. Sir Walter Earle^ 
who was member for the borough in 1641, has had 
1^8 memory kept alive by reason of a pro- 
test he made against note-taking in the House* 
Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton, who fought in the fore- 
_ front of ^e^battlefor freeing the negro dave,^^^aj«-_ 
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tumed for W'oymouth in 1818, after a very severe con- 
test, in which seven candidates went to tlio poU. He 
kept his seat in Parliament for nearly twenty jeazv 
dxuing wliich period he did much good and j^iilaii* 
thropic public work. Of more recent members we may 
mention the Earl of Wilton, who sat for Weymouth 
tern 1859 to 1865. Tlie sitting? members are Sir R 
J.W.Johnstone, Bart., and Mr. Henry Kdvards. Th« 
strength of the electorate in 1883 was 1771 in a popa** 
lation of 13,704. 

Maldon enjoyed dual representation from 1329 to- 
1867, when one member was taken away and tbm 
other left. The Essex market borougli claims som^ 
distinction as the spot on which PMward tlie Eldev 
encamped in a.d. 913, for the purpose of impe(£n|f 
the progress of the invading Dai.cs, and traces of an 
intrenchment are still disfoverable. Prior to the 
passing of the Reform Act, which added the £10 
householders, Maldon's burgess roll contained tha 
names of freemen of the town only. "Borougli- 
English," a law which provided for the succession of 
the youngest sou at his father's death, has been 
exemphfied at Maldon in connection with the burgage 
tenements. A charter, te^up. Henry II., provided for 
the local government of the borough by a mayor, four 
alderuien, and twelve councillors. The population-, 
4895 in 1832, rose during tlie next twenty years 
to 5S88, and now stands at considerably over 
7000; while the voters, who numbered 716 when the 
first Reform Bill was passed, and 845 in 1857, now 
total 1481. Mr. Geo. Courtauld, sitting in tlie Liberal 
interest, was returned at the last g» iieral election by 
a majority of eighteen votes over liis Conservative 
opponent. Sir W. N. Abdy. During the last halt 
centurj' the names of Mr. Quiiitin Dick, Mr.T. B. L&Of 
nard, Mr. Peacocke, Mr. Bramley-Moore, andMr.Tho& 
Western, besides Mr. DuCane (afterwards member for 
the Southern Division of the Coimty), Mr. Jolm Miller^ 
who was luiscated on petition, and elected later for Col- 
chester, and ^Ir. David Waddington, who subsequently 
sat for Harwich, have occurred as those of representa- 
tives for Maldon. 

Until the passing of the first Reform Bill, Warehaxi^ 
returned two members to Parliament — a privily 
which it begjin to exercise in 1329. One was strud^ 
off, and the single representation lias survived uDtil- 
the present time ; there being now rather more than 
1100 electors, and a population of about 6200. The 
magistrates, scot-and-lot inhabitants, and occupjing 
freeholders were the constituencv before the Refonnr 
enlarged it by St a tut oiy additions; the effert of the 
earliest measure being to bring tiie voters' list up to 
S87, wliich further increased to 418 in the following 
twenty years without alteration in the qualification 
for the franchise. Mr. M. J. Guest was returned ai 
the general election under the Libei*al banner, ta 
the discomfiture of Mr. J. S. W. Drax, the repre- 
sentative of an influential local famil3\ Tlia 
Draxes, Bankes, and Calcrafts have mainly enjoyed 
{)olitical ascendancy at Warehain of late years. Sir 
Samuel Romilly, the' eminent lawyer and reformer of 
the criminal code, who ulti mateh' brought a busy aodT, 



useful life to a sorrowful close by his own band when 
r^on had left him after the loss of his wifo, sat foe 
Wareham^ during part of his ParHamentary career. 
** Single-speech Hamilton" is also claimed by Ware- 
ham as a celebrated representative. He was Secretary 
to Lord Halifax, Oeorge the Third's first Lord-Lieu- 
tenant. His first measure was a proposal to raise six 
regiments of Irish Roman Cathohcs, amounting to 
S(K)0 men, to be taken into the pay of Portugal, then 
our ally. The proposal was made in a lengthy anci 
eloquent speech ; but the matter roused sucb 
Protestant Opposition that the Governmenfc 
abandoned the bill. This famous sx)eeclE 
was delivered in 1755. Walpole teUs us that 
Hamilton" broke out like the Irish rebellion, three score' 
thousand strong, when nobody was aware, or in tho 
least expected it." Another notable member fo« 
Wareham was Lord Denman, who was returned iit 
1818 ; and was afterwards appointed Solicitor andl 
Attomey-Greneral, and ultimately Chief Justice of the 
Queen's Bench. His defence of Queen Caroline gainecl. 
him much popularity. 

W^h^GBE PLANTAGENET BOROUGHS.— 

(Continued ) 

Tavistock, an old borough by prascription, regularly 
returned two members to Parliament from 1331 to 
3.867, when the represQptation was reduced to one. 
SThe town seems to have risen from the monastic 
bouse here, which was once so important an establish- 
ment that its abbot had a seat in the House of Peei», 
John Peryn, the last of the abbots of Tavistock, sur- 
rendered the building and its belongings to the Crown 
in 1539 ; and King Henry bestowed the ecclesiastical 
iiouse and estate, together with the borough, upon 
Jc^n, Lord Russell, anca^tor of the Duke of Bedford, 
the present noble proprietor. By the disfranchisement 
of Tavistockj the ducal family loses what has been 
well described as the securest piece of parliamentary 
patronage in the kingdom ; for ever since the disso- 
lution of monasteries a Russell, or a nominee 
of the Russells, has sat for the borough. The present 
member, Lord Arthur Russell, brother to the Duke of 
Bedford, has represented Tavistock since 1857. There 
axe 937 electors on the roll, wliich, up to the passing 
of tlie first Reform Bill, contained the names of the 
freeholders only. Among members for the borough 
we may mention the late Marquis of Tavistock, the 
late Sir R. J. Phi Hi more, the eminent judge of tlie 
Court of Arches and of the Admiralty Court (who was 
M.P. for the Duke of Bedford's town from 1853-7), 
and the present Viscount Enfield, who was the la iter's 
4Solleague in the representation. Lord Enfield (who sits 
In the Upper House as Baron Strafford) has seen service 
fis Parliamentary Secretary to tlie Poor-law Board, Under 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, and Under Secretary for 
India. General Fox also figures among the roprosenti- 
tivos ; but the most noteworthy member for Tavistock 
iras t Ite patriotic John Pym, who was retuniod for tlie 
pictiu-esque old Devonshire borough in the reign of 
James I. ^\Tiat a thorn in the side of his Stuart sove- 
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xeigii he afterwards became is notorious, for among 
•the bold figures of that stirring time of civil strife, 
few stand out more prominently than that of the 
iiTci)rcssible " King " PjTn, as he came to be called by 
his contemporaries. He sprang from an old Somerset 
family, and was a Calvinist of the sturdiest tj-pe. He 
championed the cause of the Commons as against the 
Crown and the peers, defying all the powers of the 
nobilitj', and setting the King at naught. Pym had a 
leading part in the impeachment of Bucldngham and 
StnifTord; he made a violent speech in attack upon 
Afclihishop Laud ; and it was his impetuosity, 
15crfi:ips, more than all else, which brought the 
iU-fMl(Hi Charles Stuart into the Hoase of 
Commons to seize- in his rage the famous 
Bvc members, of whom Tym was chief, 
who opposed the Royal will. The erstwhile 
member for Tavistock continued firm in his allegiance 
fto the Parliamentary party up to his death, but did 
not live to sec the terrible consequences of the revolu- 
tion which his fiery and unflinching spirit did so much 
to bring about. He was a man of many parts, 
shrewd and discerning, and possessed much of the 
power of moving men to action by eloquent words. 
Fym was laid to rest with great solemnity in Wcst- 
jninster Abbey. 

r Beaumaris, the chief place in the Isle of Anglesea, 
^lich owes its present importance to its beautiful situa- 
tion, lias been a single-member constituency since 1356. 
The first Reform Bill, in adding the £10 householders to 
the electorate, formerly composed of the Mayor, bailiffs, 
Wnd capital burgesses only^ also greatly enlarged the 
jboundaries of the borough, bringing within radius 
Holyhead, Almwich, and Llangefni. The voters in 
|l832 numbered only 329, now there are over 2500 on 
the register. Mr. Morgan Lloyd, Q.C., was returned 
«t the last general election without a confest for Beau- 
maris, and has represented the borough since 1874. 
iHis predecessor was the Hon. W. O. Stanley, who sat 
for Beaumaris some seventeen years, having pre- 
viously represented Chester and Anglesey. The chief 
local iniluence w^as exercised by the noble house of 
Pagets, Marquises of Anglesey and Earls of Uxbridge. 
A member of the family represented Beflumaris from 
the passing of Earl Grey's Reform Bill to the return of 
itlie Hon. W. O. Stanley. Queen Elizabeth re-incor- 
porated Beaumaris in the 4th year of her reign. The 
•first Edward placed a fortress here, after he had 
'erected the castles of Conway and Caernarvon ; but 
little of historical note has taken place in the now 
favourite North Welsh resort. 

V The borough. and Cinque Port of Rye enjoyed dual 
representation from 1369 to 1832; and the Reform Bill, 
in taking away one member, added Winchelsea to the 
constituency. It had then acquired an unenviable 
reputation for bribery and corruption. It was dis- 
closed in evidence that at one election Sir Frederick 
Dashwood paid as much as £30 to each of those who 
voted for him. The gallant candidate also gave a 
handsome present to the wives and daughters of the 
freemen. Shortly before the commencement of the 
jpresoiit century the propriietors of Winchelseft effected - 



~» sale of their property to one inosdiit., ne paying 
£15,000 for his purcliase. Greatly to the annoyance 
©f the burgesses they were not taken into account at 
all in the matter. The lan/esse they were accustomed 
to receive at every election was not made known at tlie 
time of transfer to Mr. Xesbitt ; but that gentleman was 
^quickly informed that unless tlio same handsome treat- 
ment of the freemen as had hithprto obtained were 
not continued, the Parliamentary privileges that he 
•would enjoy in connection with his acquisition would 
'l)e but limited. With the fusion of Rye and Win- 
chelsea, corruption did not become altogether a tiling 
.of the past ; for we find Mr. Jeremiah Smith, who had 
linuch political influence here, was convicted of 
{bribery in 1852. Thei^ are now 1387 electors, who 
jare represented by Mr. F. A. Indei-wick, Q.C. The 
jnames of" Bubb " Doddington, Lord Liverpool, the 
'Duke of WelUngton, and several of the Curteis family 
loocur in the list of members. The Curteises have had 
A large share in the Parliamentary patronage since 
^Keform Bill times. 

^ Westbury was enfranchised by Henry VI. in 1449, 
tmd returned two members until tlie passing of the 
first Reform Bill. It has, with an enlarged franchise, 
only just over 1000 electors. Ivlf'. C. N. P. Phipps was 
ireturned.to the doomed remaiining seat at the last 
Section. The Lopes family, Aoveral of whom have 
represented Westbiwy, had polit[:(?al preponderance for 
A lengthy period there. Sir William Blackstone was 
also member for the little coilstituency. Westbury 
lias not had a pure electorkl life. A petition 
in 1869 showod that a local manufac- 
fjurer had exacted a promise from his workpeople 
that they would abstain from recording their votes in 
sn election in wliich a rival maiiufacturer was one of 
the candidates. Tliis strong partisan went so far as 
jlo announce, even at such a recent date, that no man 
should remain in his employ m(^nt who voted for the 
man of his disUke. Professor Prym records that he 
tad seen Westbuiy not only advertised for sale, but 
offered by order of the Coirrt of Chanceiy. Tiemey, 
aa election agent, told Sir Samuel Romilly (vide the 
iatt«r*s diary, a«wo 1807) that he offered £10,000 for 
the two seats at Wesi^bury, then under Lord Abingdon's 
€5ontrol, but offered in vain. In 1571 a fine was im- 
posed on the borough for receiving a bribe from one 



jniomas Long, 



" being 



a simple man and of small 



CapKvcity to serve for Westbury." The mayor was 
ordered to repay the money, though Long does .not 
Beem to have been expelled. This, according to 
flallam, is the earUest recorded instance of punish- 
ment for electoral bribery. Long made some disparaging 
Ipublic utterances respecting the Queen, for which 
lie was, by order of EUzaboth's Council, set in the pil- 
lory at Cheapside. 

' Poole maintained its double membership from 1455 
to 1867, when one was sti-uck off. The old ante- 
Heforni constituency was composed of the Corpora- 
tion and freemen only. Tliere arc now more than 
2000 electors within the bounds of the parha- 
xnen^ry borough. Mr. C. Shreiber defeated Mr. C. 
-Waring by six votes only at the last gciiQii«\ ^<&c\:\cyB.\ 
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•ndonthe death of Mr. Slireiber, Mr. \V. J. Hams 
nr&s returned in 18S4. The contests have often been 
▼erv close in this borough. Charles James Fox, in 
1775, presented a petition against the roturn of a Mr. 
Hanger and General Sir Eyre Coote for Poole. Fox 
«50ntended that the inhabitants, a majority of whose 
^Dt<>s had been recorded in his favour, were the real 
electorate, and the "commonalty" meant in the 
<diarter of the borough. The committee of enquiry 
(decreed, however, that "commonalty" properly 
signified corporation, and as the municipal magnates 
And their followers had supported the General and Mr. 
Manger, these were held to be duly elected. A st»at 
"fsras secured for Poole by imprisoning a burgess for 
^bt at one election. Mr. Sturt and Mr. Taylor would 
liave polled the same number of votes, but one of the last- 
named gentlemen's supporters was tnlren into cus- 
tody at the entrance to the jDolling-booth, and offer of 
tMiil or payment of the amount duo absolutely refased. 
The friends of Mr. C. Waring wore so indiscreet in 
their zeal for his return in 1874 that tliat gentleman 
was unseated for corrupt practices on the part of his 
mgents. A singular subterfuge was resorted to. The 
election expen.«es were remarkably small; but the 
expenses after the e^iii proved the reverse. dS479 was 
Tctumed as total cost, but it was proved in evidence 
tiiat bilb; to the amount of over £1300 were paid for 
»efreshmt'nts, &c., immediately after tlie struggle, 
and these were said^to have been dispensed subse 
tQuently. 

The two last of the Plantagenet borouglisare the towns 
4rf Ludlow and Wenlock. The former commenced to 
jpegularlX' return two members in 1473, the latter five 
wears l{»ter, Wenlock. bv far the iarg^cr of the two 
Shropshire constituencies, retains tlie dual membership 
until the time of writing ; Ludlow lost one in toe 
Beform Act of 1867. The old agricultural market 
town of Wenlock returned Messrs. A. H. Brown and 
0. T. W. Forester as its representatives at the general 
elecUon, and has some 3365 yoters in a population of 
upwards of 20,000. The Earl of Bradford and Baron 
Forester have had chief influence over the Parliamen- 
tary representation ; and the present Lord Forester 
himself sat for the borough from 1828 to 1874, when 
he succeeded to the title. He was Comptroller of 
the Royal Household under Lord Derby's rigi7ne, 
Mr. J, Milnes Gaskell, a Lord of the Treasury 
in Sir Robert Peel's^ day, was for some time , 
Lord Forester's colleague in the representation of 
Wenlock. Col. the Hon. G. H. W. Clive, returned in 
1880 for Ludlow, first t)ecame member for that 
borough twenty years earlier. The old constituency, 
before the enfranchisement of the £10 householders, 
was made up of the resident common-burgesses, 
together with their sons and sons-in-law ; the electors,' 
numbering 359 in 1832, increased to 450 during the 
succeeding twenty years, and now reach over a tiiou- 
sand. The Earl of Powis had the principal i)art in the 
political patronage, and several of the Clives, before 
tiie present member, have been hidebted to this cir- 
Ciunstance for their seats in Parfiameht. Mr. R. 
'VayxkQ Knight, of daaslcal ceiie\n)t.y, und Mr. Bot&el^ \ 



73^., F.Ii.S., tad a mfmbor of other learned soct&- 
ties, represented Ludlow at different periods. Tha 
lustoryof thetown Uintimatdyniaaociatod withUiatot 
its grand old castle, the Labttation of the Lorda Fiat 
defitsofWalea.-whoUicieheld the Court of the Uardiee. 
Butlet there, too, wrote partotliiB"Hudibr[iB," habdog 
then ateward of the castle; and from Uienoe 
Milton'a " ComUB" wa» givpn to tlie world. But with 
the many notable Wstori cal erenta wMdi luivo occurred, 
purobr in connection with the fitrbresa, we bave 
"otliinK to do here. 

XI.— SOME TDDOK COSSTITUENCIEBL 
Toa BordL:r borough oF Berwick haa had rt^lai 
repieaentation by two members since the reign of 
Bmiy VIII., having previously eent one member only 
Id the Scoti'h burgh-raurt. .Auterioi to its obtainanoe 
of a tecogQ'u'd poeitiou oa a couBtituent part of tlia 
&iglish Tail in me tit, Berwick liad been called upon to 
Bend memb ■ra in the time of Edward IV. Tlieelecto- 
late origins'ly comprised all the burgexaes and ti^e- 
mm, reraderit or not; but, with tlie anlargemmt ol 
the fracchis-a in 1832, the noii-re^dents were Etroclt 
off tlie legl^eT. In adding the £10 houft'lioldeiB tlio 
fint Hefonn Bill widened the bounds of tlie oonsti- 
taeacy, taking in ibe Toters ot two adjoining town- 
iMpa. Am^ng prominent memliers for the borough 
Du^ ba me:itioaed tlie first Lord tfinto and QsdctuI 
Sir B. DonkitL Ann thur notiible lepn.'sentative, 
wu Lord Barcingtun, an Irish viscount, wlia 
was espe'Lled from the HouBe of Commoni 
in 1733 for "iiromoting, abetting, and oarryii^ on 
the fraudulent undcj-t&ldng called the Barburgh 
lottery." From Lord Waldpgrave'g " Memoirs " we 
gather that Hi'nry Fox, writing to Lord Harlingtonon 
thawjbject of t!ie Berwick election of 17&t at which 
the celebrated John Wilkes, nltliough uusuoceasful, 
(pentbetwscii £3000 and £-K\jO, gave the foUowin; 
intereatjng information : " Mr, Wilkes, a friend iJt 
aeems of Pitt'a, petitioupd a^inat the youi^er 
Selaral, chosen at i;<-rwii'k, an acoount otbribeiy 
cmly. Delaval made a speech on hi« b^ng thui 
attacked, full of wit, luimnur, and bufConnery, wtJA , 
kept the Hnuse in a continued roei of laughUr. Hr, 
I^tt came down from the gallery, and toolc it up taUa 
highest tone of dignity. He wna astonished when he 
h^xd what had been the occiision ot tlieii mlrtb. 
Woe the dignity of tlie House of Commons on such 
sure foundations that they migbt Tenture tbamsel'Tea 

to shake itf Had it not, on the cuntiary, beea 

diminiBhing, by sure gliidalJons, for years, till now 
they vtxe brought to the very brink ot the preci- 
pice, where, if ever, a stand must bs madeP" 
In 1880 Berwick returned Sir D. C. Maijoriboukfl and 
the Hon, EL Strutt as its representatives. The latta 
Bucceedat to the peerage ot hiii father, the first Baion 
Belper, a few months later, and the nait year Ihs' 
former also was called to the Upper House as Ltad 
Tweedinouth. On the first vacancy a close ccnteat 
ettiued. Colonel Milne-Home defeating tlie Hight Bon, 
J. M'LBJen by two Vutes only; and Mr. H. E. H. 
Jenun gham was elected in tlie QotoViei ol\j&\\o> iMa 
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seat given up by Uaron Tweedxnouth. Tlie latest 
rutuni gives the electorate as numbering 2145. 

ret<rsfiild first returned two members to Parlia- 
mc-nt in 1532, Imt was deprived of one hy the first 
){<'fomi Act. Tiic constituency formerly consisted of 
thf freeholders of certain lands within the ancient 
iKirough Umit8, to which were added in 1832 the £10 
houseiiolders of Pctcrsficld and seven other tithing 
The n*gistered electors have risen from 234 in 1833 
to 353 twenty years later, and a present aggregate of 
8G4. Tlie principal influence over the representation 
at one time restinl witli tlie Jolliffe family ; but t^ 
Hon. W. S. H. Jolliffe, who sat from 1874 to 1880, 
wns then defeated by Mc W. Nicliolson, the Liberal 
cajididate. His father, Sir W. G. Hylton Jolliffe, who 
represented Petcrsfield both before and after the pass- 
ing of the first Reform Bill, was Under-Secretary for 
the Home Department for Lord Derby in 1852, and 
received a call to the Upper House as Baron Hylton 
in 18t]6 on the ^ Rupert of Debate " succeeding for the 
last time to the Premiership. Other notable names 
among the members for Petersfield are those of one of 
the Dukes of Portland, Lord Wynford, Mr. Canning, 
and Mr. J. G. Shaw-Lefevre (father of the Post- 
master-General), who was* afterwards knighted and 
made a K.C.B. He served witli distinction as Clerk 
of the Parliaments, and was, it may be mentioned, 
brother to Viscoimt Eversley, who so long and 
honourably presided' over the deliberations of Uie 
House of Commons. 

In 1536, memorable for the passing of Ae Act sup- 
pressing monasteries, the counties and certain towns 
in Wales, together with the county and city of Chester, 
were admitted to Parliamentary representation. Tliia 
alteration added thirty members to the House of 
Commons, including the member for Calais. Brecon, 
Cardigan, Haverfordwest, andBiidnor, wliichthen had 
their birth as Parliamentary boroughs, we have now 
to deal with, as having been included in the fatal 
" Schedule I." of the new Scats BilL Brecon, or more 
properly Brecknock, the capital of the county, has 
some 878 electors, who returned Mr. Cyril Flower as 
tlieir representative at the last general election. The 
old constituency of the Corporation and free burgesses 
was enlarged in 1832 to include the £10 householders 
of the town, and of Castle-hill and Christ's College. 
Some years ago the political influence was divided 
between the local families of Morgan (now Baroni 
Tredegar) and Watkins. Colonel Lloyd Vaug^iaa 
Watkins, then Lord-Lieutenant of the county, was 
returned in support of Lord Polmerston in 1857. The 
town has many interesting Iiistoric memories, 
which we cannot here refer to. Cardigan, with 
its connected neighbouring towns, AberystwiUi, 
Adpar and Lampeter, has now an electorate of 81(K), 
and a population reaching 14,500. Mr. David Davies, 
the colliery proprietor, was returned unoi^>ofled at the 
general election. Prior to the Reform Act, the free- 
men formed the constituency exclusivdy. The Earl 
of Lisbume and tlic Pryso family have had the leading 
influenoe with tlie electors. Lord Kensington, Comp- 
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iKiUer of the Ho^raouspEotd, and a lonncr ijroom^ln- 
WnitiDg to her Majeity, hus reprpsent^d Haverfordwest 
iince 18S8. Here tji? Philipps family wore long para- 
moiinti, ittid Sir R. Bulkdly Philipps (afterwards Ltnd 
Milfordj, was odd of tbc m>?iiibera for the txiraugli. 
The old conftitueiicy of Haverfordncst, with which 
trere included for Parliamentary purpoaee St. David'a, 
Rehguard, and Karberth, waa cnniposed of the free- 
holders, burgesses, and . 5Cot-and-lot inliabitajitB, 
There are 1«5 electors on tho roll, aa against 733 in 
less and 6B3 id 1851. EDlargfd francliiae measures 
have increased the voters, while tbe population has 
rather fallen off in numbers during the last half- 
century in the picturssgue Ppmbrokeahire county 
town. The Eadnor dislrict. of burglis, five in 
number previous lo 1632, had rrerteign Added 
by the Reform ACT. Lord HartJngton was re- 
turned for this coDBtituenc}' in 1880, ai well 
as for Nortli-East Lancasliire, and he, elecUng 
to rit for the county, Mr. S. C. E. UTOUamB was 
chosen in his steid. The lattrr retired in OOxiberof 
1884, and Mr. C, C. Hogerg was selected to suoeeed 
Mm without opposition. TherenreBlT voters on. tlia 
roll, and a pcpi^ntinn of 6700, which shows a con- 
siderable deeresse within living memory. The loc^ 
families of Price and Lewis havu had much to do with 
the representation. Robert HnrJej, Sist Earl of 
Oxford, and his sou, the collei^tor of tlie celebrated 
Harlean MSS., are among the more noted membera for 
the constituency; and we may mention also Philip 
Warwick, who distinguished himself in the "Grand 
Bemonstronce" debate of 1641 ; and the Right Hon. 
Kr T. Fiankland Lewis, Bart., who was succeeded In 
.1&55 in the membersliip by his more distinguislHtd 
son, Sir George Cornwall Lewis. Tliclattfr held many 
high offices of State, and also earned much fame iu 
the world of lib^mture a* an nutlioc and critic while 
editor of the Ediiihurj/A Review, 

Though Bucldngbain was summoned to tend two 
membeiB to Parliomeat as early as IS9S, it does not 
Hem to have comphed ujttil 1543, and from the reign 
ot Edward VI. regularly returned two representa- 
tives until 1867, when one was struck otf. The great 
ducai house of Buckingham has largely dominated 
the Parliamentary interest of the bcrou^j indeed, 
some member* of tlie Grenvillo family sat for Buck- 
ingham for nearly two centuries, and Uie present duke 
was MJ". tor the constituency at an early period in his 
distinguisiied career. Sir Harry Verney was first returned 
to Farlinment by tlie liuckingliivm burgesses in 1833, 
and, besides hHTing unce sut foe Bedford, lias several 
times been again ciiosen member for Buckingham, the 
last occasion being tlio general cleLljonirf 1B80. Tliere 
we now some 1103 electors, but prior to 1833 the 
eonslitueacy was fcirmed of tho baiUff and twelve 
burgesses. Sir Edmund Vom^, the Rrst Charles's 
rtandiird bearer at EdgehiU, waamemlKrtoT BnuMng- 
ham in 1033, and lirowno Willis, the aatiquary, in 
1705. Other noteworthy representatives were FmnciB, 
(eldest son ot tliat Sir Ricliard Ingoldsby who 
roMried Oliver Cromwell's aunt), who sat during tha 
__ Protectorate, and had tba good. torWmo \b * ~ 




/ 



received at Court after the Restoration ; Dr. Badcliffe, 
founder of the Radcliff e library at Oxford ; the great 
Earl of Chatham ; besides several successive Grenvillea 
Mid Temples who made their mark in history. Buck- 
ingham is a place of great antiquity, but was enumef 

ated among the decayed cities and towns for the relief 
of which an Act of Parliament was passed in Henry 
the Eighth's reign ; and in a cliartcr granted to Buck- 
ingham by Queen Mary in 1554 it is especially pro- 
vided that "the stay of the representatives at the 
Hirliament shall be at the cost and cliarges of the 
bwtsugh and parish and the community of the same.** 
5ext comes a batch of boroughs, the regular repre- 
•cniation of which dates from the first year of the 
firgt Queen Regnant of England. The three Yorksliire 
towns of ThirsK, Knaresborough, and Ripon, together 
with Banbury and Aylesbury, present themselves 
for notice in this connection. With regard to 
the constituencies situated in the "many-acred 
8hir6 " there is much of great interest tliat space pre- 
vents uis from recounting. Ripon city especially 
teems with old-time incident The Studiey Royal 
estate. passed successively from the families of Le 
Gras, Tempest, and Mallory, into the hands of John 
Aislabie^ of South Sea Bubble renown. He was mem- 
ber for Bipon in 1720, and Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. He, with several other members of Parlia- 
ment, was expelled from the House for participation 
in thiB gigantic financial fraud. Aislabie, it was said, 
made over a quarter of a millir*n profit by his trans- 
actions in the stock of the Company, and out of his 
gains probably obtained the wherewithal for laying 
outthemagnificent gardens at Studiey, and the pur- 
chase of Fountain Abbey. The Chancellor was sent to 
the Tower, and ordered to refimd the sums he liad 
io unlawfully gathered together. The Allansons and 
the Lawrences succeeded to the ownership of Studiey 
audits princely belongings ; and some forty yeaVsago 
Ifrs. Lawrence bequeathed the famous property to Earl 
de Grey, since which time tlic Robinsons have reigned 
bi Bipon. The cx-Vioeroy of India's little Yorkshire 
dty's {Hresent and last representative, the Right Hon. 
G. J. Goschen, is among the most distinguished of its 
members. Bipon enjoyed dual represcntatioh until 
1867. Tlie burgage-holders, prior to the introduction 
of a systematic qualification for the franchise, 
were here, as in many otlier Yorkshire boroughs, 
the Toters at Parliamentary elections, and 
often found y^eir privilege a lucrative one. 
Thirsk lost its second member by the action of the 
first Reform Bill. It was long a close borough in the 
hands of the Frankland-Russell family, and several of 
the Franklands have sat in Parliament by virtue of 
the connection, but at the general election, when the 
Hon. L. P. Dawnay was returned. Sir W. A. Frank- 
land was placed ignominiously at the bottom of the 
poll ; while Major Stapylton ran tlie successful candi- 
date rather closely. Tliirsk lyis fewer voters and in- 
habitants than Ripon, the numbers being: Thirsk, 
968 and 6306; and Ripon, 1112 and 7390. The Dukes 
of BeyQDshire have wielded the political power in the 
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quaint om-wona loo&ing JNiad-side market town of 
Knaresborougb, -which kept the right of returning two 
members mitil 1867, and now loses its remaining 
representative, Colonel Gunter, who was only return»i 
recently on the death of Mr. " Tom " Collins. Knares- 
borough, which is the very least of the dying con- 
stituencies, with ,728 voters only and a population of 
5000, has numbered among its members Sir James 
Mackintosh, the Bight Hon. G. Tierney, and Lord 
Brougham. The burgesses in old days had not 
here a high reputation for political purity,, and 
their descendants can scarcely claim exemption from 
reproach, for the 1882 Bribery Commission cost them 
some £2258. Stapleton, the biographer of Canning, 
says : I • remember Canning's being very much 
amused when (having to deal with Knaresborough, 
then a dose borough in which the Duke of Devon- 
diire's interest was paramount, and for which Tierney 
and Sir J. Mackintosh were the members), he dis- 
covered the following sentence in a publication 
describing tUc borough : " The members never appear 
at the elections, and it is the constant practice to cliair 
%^o old paupers by way of proxies." His merriment 
ih)^ unbounded at the idea of such grave old members 
of Parliament having those undignified representatives 
on iheae important occasions. Banbury has never 
been more than a single-member constituency ; and at 
one time its electorate consisted only of the eighteen 
members of the ancient Corporation. There are npw, 
however, 1874 burgesses by reason of reform measures, 
and Sir B. Samuclson, the ironmaster-baronet, is its 
representative. The celebrated Frederick Lord 
North, Premier "wlien George III. was King,** 
fvas member for Banbmy, and his family 
Aad considerable local influence. Frederick Douglas, 
Lady Glenberairs son, sat in Parhament for the 
then family borough of Banbury, and amused us 
one day, says Harford, in his "Recollections of 
Wilberforce," by telling what had formerly occurred 
to some recreant electors, who had ventured, though 
vainly, to oppose Lord North's nomination of the 
mayor. Shortly before the annual dinner, to which his 
lordship was in the habit of sending venison, the old 
steward, while carving it, sent plenty of fat to the 
obedient voters, but made the rebels feeUngly sen* 
slble of hisdispleasTu^ by exclaiming, as he despatched 
their respective plates, " Those who didnt vote for 
my lord's mayor sha'n't have none of my lord's 
fat." Aylesbury will retain its dual representation 
QntH the Seats Bill takes effect. Sir N. M. de Roths- 
child and Mr. G. W. E. Russell, Secretary to the Loca^ 
Grovemment Board, having the present care of the 
Parliamentary interests of the important constituency 
of some 29,000 inhabitants and about 4500 burgesses. 
Of old, the electorate was formed of the mayor, 
aldermen, and twelve burgesses, to whom succe^ed 
the lords of the manor, who were in turn super- 
seded by the ''pot-wallopers" of the borough not in 
reo^pt of ahns. Gross bribery being brought 
to Ifg^t at Aylesbury in 1804, the forty -shilling. 
fr^dwftdera of the adj^ning huddreda nt^x^ ^'^fidk Xa 



the conatitaeQC^. The patronage of the representa- 
4km -waa fonnerly entirely in the hands of the Duke 
llC BuoUni^iam. John Wilkes, who was expelled the 
Bouae in 1194 for his outspoken advocacy of the 
ttbectielB of the people, Lord Lake, the celebrated Indian 
■OcDeral, the graceful poet Praed,' Lord Nugent, the 
■|M)etle o£ the ballot, Mr. Layard, of Nineveh renown, 
and in the interregnum, Thomas Scott and Simon 
lliajme, the regicides, have been returned members 
for Aylesbury, but the demand of space prevent us 
•nlargmg on these and other interesting associations 
«f tbebonmi^. 

(To be continued,) 
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a^n.— SOME TUDOB CONSTITUENCIES (Contimed), 

Dboitwich first returned a member to Parliament in 
1554. Its consituency anterior to the Heform Bill 
was a very dose one, consisting of the Corporation of 
SBltwqmngs only; and the representation wasiargely 
dominated by the Pakington and Foley families. Sir 
John Pakington, Ccdonial Secretary to Lord Derby, 
in later life Secretary for War, and ultimately raised to 
the peerage as Baron Hampton, sat for Droitwidi for 
many years. The electors (now numbering 1410), chose 
at the last general election Mr. J.Corbett, the salt-mine 
]p(roprietor, as their representative. Abingdon, as 
8ensham and the Abbey-town of early times, was a 
place of much importance, and the theatre of many 
Saxon Parliaments, but was regularly recognised as a 
place entitled to return one member in 1556, when the 
Mayor, two bailiffs, and nine aldermen were the entire 
constituency. Afterwards all householders not receiv- 
ing alms were added to the electorate. In monastic 
days, the mitred Abbot of Abingdon was a Lord of 
Parliament. Oliver Hyde, a merchant clothier, was 
the first member for the borough, and the sitting 
representative, Mr. J. C. Clarke, lias been engaged in the 
nme important industry. There are now 914 voters 
on the register. Mr. T. Duffield, who ran away with 
the daughter of Elwes, the miser-M.P., represented 
tliis borough for several years, and was followed by 
Sir F. Thesiger, Attorney-General under Lord Derby, 
and afterwards (as firet Baron Chelmsford) twice 
Lord Chancellor. 

Clitheroe first returned two members in 1558, but 
the Reform Act struck off one when it added the £10 
liouseholders to the franchise. Prior to this the con- 
stituency consisted of the tenants for life or in fee of 
certaui borough lands and houses. The Duke of Buc- 
deuch long enjoyed chief local influence here. There 
are now some 2060 dectoi]i, who are represented by 
Mr. R. Fort. His father was member for the borough, 
as was also Lord CardweU. 

* Tamworth has returned two members since 1563, 
its constituency originally being formed of the scot- 
and-lot inhabitants. The burgess roll now contains 
the names ef 2311 voters. At the last general elec- 
tion Mr. H. A. Bass and Mr. J. S. Balfour were dected 
members for the borough. The Ped and Townshend 
iamilies have shared the Parliamentary patronage oi 



Tamworth, muiy mcmbcra of botJi lutviug owed Ibtir 
Bcata to the local influence thus po9si?3sed. The name 
-of Che great Sir Bobert Feel appears on the list Of 
ivpiGsentittLTeB. Addrr^Bsing tUa voters at an election 
dinner in 1637 ha gave Uiom some memorable advice. 
Sir llobfrt sajd: *■ Itmajbe disagrofable, and, indeed, 
inconveoienti, to attend to tho registration ff votam 
■whicli annuaiiy lakes place throughout tiie Coimtiy ; 
but you may depend upon it, it is better you sbould 
take that trouble tlum that you should allow Uie Con- 
stitution to become tl>e viotim of false £rieni1s. Tlis 
advice which baa tfeon given by Eome persons was, 
■Agitate, agitate, agitatel' The advice which I give 
you is thia — Hegisler, register, Tcgisler!" 

Betford, Cirencester, Eye, and M'oodstocli all first 
lotumed two members in ISTl. Ttie.two latter had 
tlicir representatJon reduced by oue-lmif at the pass- 
ing of the first Beform Bill. Mr. Ashmead-Bartlett 
was returned at tht: general election to rcpresout the 
little constituency of 9BB voters, whidi prior 1o 1B33 
was veiy much smaller, comprising only thi! scot-and- 
iot inhabitenM. The Kerrison family were paramount 
here for a lengthy period, and tho first and second 
baronets were botli members for the borough, as wad 
Sir V/. (afterwards Lord) GritTord, Judge (iarrow, tlia 
first Lord Cowloy, the great Miirquis Cornnattia, and 
Sii Joseph Jel^ll. Woodstock originally had an 
aketorato formed from the Corporation and freemen. 
The Duke of Marlborough's numinee has for many 
years sat for tlie borough, and it is scarcely necessary, 
to mention that Lord Randolpli CliurduU is the 
present member. Besides the Cburchills who have 
repreEonted the pocket borough of Blenheim, tlie 
pipsent Earl of Shaftesbury, thr> Earl of Aucldand, 
and bord Colchester (na Mr. Speaker Abbot) are 
among noteworthy members for Woodstock. Ciren- 
ceatei, which lost its second member in 18GT, returned 
Mr. T. W. C. Master without opposition as its repre- 
sentative at the general election. The house of Bath- 
hurst lias greatly governed the Parliamentary history. 
There are now I13S electors, but before tlie Reform 
Bill of 183S the householders witliin tiie old borough 
limits only were on the burgess rolL Earl Bathurst 
was member from JB57 to fis successiDn to the title 
in 1878. Others of this eminent house have eat for 
CirencKsler, including the Lord Chancellor who was 
elevatol to the earldom, and Allen Bathurst, Sir 
Bobert Walpole's political opponent. Cirencester sent 
teprcaentatives to the great Council of Edward III., 
held in tlie eleventh year of the reign, but the regular 
representation dates only from 1S71. iB^t Retford 
bM managed to maintain its dual tepresentatJon until 
the present day, olthoi^ it narrowly escaped dis- 
ftantbiscment (along with Fenryn) in 1828, in conse- 
quence of bribery and corruption, and in order hi 
provide tor the enlargement of Uie representation 
of Uancheater and Birmingliam. The ancient con- 
stituency \taa auule up of tlie freemen by birth 
andservice. Oldfleld says of the famous Retford King's 
B^noh cade in 1B03, "It appeared to liave b^ 
the custom for two hundred and twenty years for the 
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aheriffs and aldermen to make whom they pleased 
freemen, for the purpose of creating voters, till they 
became so confident of their possessing such a power 
Chat they proceeded to create forty-two honorary 
freemen at one time. This caused an information in 
the nature of a quo warranto to be filed, within six 
years, as the statute limits such information to that 
period after they obtain the freedom of any Corpora- 
tion." The Ck>rporation pleaded old custom ; but the 
Court replied that it had ako been customary to rob 
on the h^hway for many years, but that the. offender 
was always hanged upefn detection. Judgment of 
cusUr was decried against the whole forty-two 
bonorary freemen. Record was somewhat purged in 
1829, after its Parliamentary life was saved by the' 
electorate being altered to include inhabitants of East 
Betford and the freeholders of the hundred of Basset- 
law. The old constituency was, like Cirencester, 
called on to send representatives anterior to the 
borough having a permanent place on the roll of 
Parliament. iSiero are now 8434 electors, Messrs. 
Mapping and Foljambe being returned at the last 
general election. 

The little Yorkshire borough of Richmond, with an 
electorate only now numbering 721, has been for a 
long time under the undisputed sway of the Dundas 
family ; and a brother of Lord Zetland, the Hon. J. 
G. Dimdas, is the sitting member. Richmond had 
double membership from 1585 to 1867, when one was 
takken away. The ancient burgesses were the old 
electorate. The most illustrious member Richmond 
ever retmmed was the present Lord Chancellor. New- 
port, Isle of Wight, began its Parliamentary life at the 
same time as Richmond, and was deprived of its 
second representative by the same Reform Act as the 
northern borough ; and both are doomed to die to- 
gether. Newport had a voters' list confined to the 
corporation of freemen, a small body taken alto- 
gether in old days, but now there are 1315 
burgesses, ri^presented by Mr. Charles Clifford. Lord 
PaLmerston's first seat was for Newx)ort, he being 
returned with the Duke of Wellinston in 1807. The 
chief local influence was formerly in the hands ofsthe 
Worsley famUy and the Holmeses. Lord Palmerston, 
in his autobiography, says, respecting his return, " I 
came into Parliament for Newtown, in the Isle of 
Wight, a borough of Sir Leonard Holmes'. One con- 
dition required was that I should never, even for the 
election, set foot in the place, so jealous was the 
patron lest any attempt should be made to get a new 
interest in the place." Canning similarly owed his 
first seat to this constituency, it being procured for 
him by Pitt, as Canning himself said, without a 
farthing of expense, though Pitt was the poorer man. ' 
The first and seccnfli Lords Melbourne also sat for 
Newport In the pension list of Charles H. (writes 
Oldfield) the following paragraph appeared: — **Sir 
J(dm Holmes, Sir Rol^rt's brother, and member for 
Newton, a cowardly, baffled sea-captain, twice boxod 
and once whipped with a dog-whip,* was chosen in 
the night without the head officer of the town, and 

u hob one bargees pnsent, yet voted this last eleotioa, - 

. #nd will be ichelacted.* 
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SOME SEVEKTEEHTH-CENTL'RT BOROUOHS 
7kb cliarter of iDi:Diponiticin of Bewdley liae iMen 
subject to numerous diatiges. Tlie origmni d^'d, 
renewed by James I., was surrpiidered ty iJie se'^ond 
Chailesi BDd reubced bv another from his iucccbscu 
vhieh last, on the acmssiciii of Anne, was declared 
illegal. Thia cauBod much contention, nod prcdui'i^d 
a lengthy law-suit, ending in the confirmation of the 
original charter. By virtue ot this the CorpDiation of 
BewdItT, consisting of a bailiff, a recordor, a higli- 
eteward, and twelve cipiinl liurgesses, were called oa 
to depute one membec to Fariiament, the bailiS being 
returning olGaer. Ttie Reform Act of 1833 added the 
£!Q householders of Uie borough and on outljing 
diitrict, and now the voters number 12T6. Mr. 
Barrison was relumed at the general election, 
but was unseated on petition, and 
cteclien in July, 16S0, Hr. E. Baldwin, the icOQ' 
founder, was chosen lor the vacant seat. Ths 
local influence was long divided between tb6 
Lyttleton and Winnington famihes. Tewkesbury 
flret regularly tetmned two members in IfllO, and 
condnued so lo do Until 186T, when one was with- 
drawn. The freemen and fredinlders were the voting 
body before the first Reform Bill, and now the bur- 
sesKi number 746 out of a popuIatooD ot SIOO, Mr. 
W. E. Price, returned at the last general election, waB 
shortly afterwardfi imseated on petition, and his p 
taken by Mr. B. B, Martin, who had previously con- 
tested East Woroestershire and the City ot London 
without success. He, like Hr. John Martin, who wag 
returned in 1657, is a banker. Mr, Hanbury Tra^ 
(afterwards Lord (Dudley) and Mr. Humphrey Brown 
(of British Bank celebrity), as well as the first Earl al 
Shaftesbury, who whs elected Lord Chancellorin 1613, 
are noteworthy members (or Tewkesbury, 
was enfranchised by the first James in 161-5, and 
has bad two members ever since, though there are now 
only 1414 voters. Sir J. H, Ami-ty and the Righb 
Con, W. N. MoBsey were the successful candidates ja 
1660, and on the latter'g death at tlie end of the foi- 
lowing year, Viscount Ebrington was elected. Tba 
old Corporation was tlie elect<irst« prinr to the exten- 
sion ot the tranchise. Tlie Earl of Rurrowliy wb« 
fonnerly the patron of the borough, and afcer tint 
decadence of his political pou-er, the chief local 
influence passed into tlie hands of Mr. llesthcont, th* 
lace manufacturer. As mrly us 17)^2 we lind (htt 
inhabitants petitioning PariiLiment for popular repra* 
sentation, and pointhig out the anomaly of aCdrtfii^ 
tjon of 24 choosing two members (many of the 
being non-residents). Dissent in religioui 
has taken stiu'dy roothi>ld here, and noi, 
independent - spirited Radicals fiavo made 
selves beard in tlis electoral life of the borougla. 
Lord Palmerston was long ineinbiT for TivmlotL, 
At the general election in 185E, his 
unopposed, but ho hod lo subnut to a running Are oC 
questions from some of Ilie l!adit«l electors, and nsp^ 
cially from a persistent local politician named lioi^- 
_ cUff, a butcher of the borough. I>iit& X!*^nv«A.'m, ijk 
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tlie course of his reply to this troublesome burgess^ 
•aid : '*My good friend, Mr. Rowcliff, has_ reproached 
me for not coming often enough among you. I musfr 
ny that he does not appear disposed to make my 
visits here .particularly agreeable to mo. (Laughter.) 
• . . Mr. Bowcliff says £at I only told you of tte 
good that Governmeots and Parliaments have don% 
and Uiat I have myself done, and that I have not told, 
you of the bad. ^Vlly, Ckxl bless me ! it was quits 
UDneceasary for me to do that when he was herOL 
(Loud laughter.) If there was a bad thing to be re* 
florded, to be invented, or to be imagined, I am quits 
fure Mr. Rowcliff would be the first man to tell yoa 
of it. (Laughter, which [was increased when Mr. 
Bowcliff called out « Question!') Well, Mr. Rowdiff 
is impatient under thiB casUgation. I will hit lower 
or higher, just as he pleases, but he must allow me to 
hit somewhere. Mr. Rowcliff has asked me what 
govenunent I moan to join. Now, that is a quostioii 
which must depend upon the future ; but I will tell 
faim wliat government I do not moan to join. I ca& 
assure you and him that I never will join a govern- 
ment called a Rowcliff Administration.** The notio 
lord presently touched as follows upon another que9> 
tion tbit had been put to him : '* I am for septennial 
FarlinmcTits. A septennial Parliament, practically, is 
not a rarliament tliat laste for seven years, for we sH 
know that the average duration of the Parliament 
during tlie last tliirty or forty years has not been morar 
than three or four years. If you establish annual 
Parliaments you will have the country in a perpetual 
commotion. Your members of Parliament will not 
have time to learn their duties, and joxxr business will 
be ill done. In the same way, if you have triennial 
Parliaments, during the first year the members w3l 
be learning their busineM, in the second year tliey 
will just be beginning useful measures, and in tbs 
third year they will be thinUng of the RowclifFs off 
their re^)ective constituencies — (laughter) — and 
endeavouring to shape their coune, not for the good 
of their country, but in order to conciliate the most 
noisy of tl)eir constituents.'' During the last century 
Tiverton numbered among ita members the Earl off 
Sunderland and Sir Dudley Ryder. Harwich first 
returned two members in 16ir), with a single earlier 
exception, and lost one in 18G7. The old boropgh 
voters consisted of the Corporation and capiUl 
burgesses resident in Harwich and Dover- 
court, and, after the passing of the Reform 
Bill, tlie patronage of the representation was largely ia 
the hands of the Government of the day. Among the 
eminent men returned for the borough we find ths 
names^of Rig^t Hon. V. G. Townshend, LordLdverpooly 
Huskisson, Canning, Vansittart (afterwards Lord 
Bexley), and the Right Hon. J. C. Henries. Thomas 
King, who had been member for Harwich, obtained in 
1681 from the Lord Cliancellor a writ de expnuiM 
Iterqensuim levandi, which is the last recorded infftraiM?s 
of formal payment of wages to a member. Sir H. W. 
Tyler obtained a majority of votes at the last general 
election, the total number of burgesses tJben beinK. 



863. 'Qreat Hbrlon firat ptrmanent.Iy retiirnrd tw* 
raembcra in 1824, ths acot-aiiil-lot inhnbitanta being 
UiG cloctoTS. One was BtrucI: olT in ISGT, and wilb aa 
electorate of 939 General O.V. C. WilUinuwoj i^boson 
represenUtivs for the bormigh in IGSO. The Cluytaa 
and WiUiainB' families bavo had tbe chief political 
influence. Fonaeriy tbe borough was coterminous 
mth tbe parish of Great Martow ; bittlJttle Marlow, 
Medmcnhmn, andBisbam, across tbe river, were added 
bytio first, Reform Act. Btllstrode Whit«lock, Lord 
Commissioner of the Ore»tSeal,tTBd~retun)edinlSS(\ 
and Lord Shelburne in George I.'b reign, Halton had 
tegular repiesentation by two members from t64Dt» 
lS67,aiid from that period a single member only, Ead 
Fitzwilliam being: paramount in intiuencetliere.TheNeir 
Malton burgage tenants were the old confitituencyj, 
but that baa been enlarged ta include the bouGeholdenoI 
Old MaIton,.B8 well as those of Iho original borooglv. 
and there are at presmt 13T4vot^ni,whoie repreaea- 
tatjveiBtheHoB.C.W.Fitrwilliam. Grattan, Bmlav. 
Lord Jeflreyi and other celebrities liave been retomafl! 
members for Malton. Norttiallerton also dates Utt 
continuous dual representation from 1640, but loat 
it9 second member in 1832. The Lascellcs 
and Ketao familifis have been chiefly influei^ 
tial here, and the constitupocy wia origioJlly 
ot fflmilar formation to that of Malton. In J880, Ur. 
G. W. Elliot was chraen member for the boron^ 
there being 859 electors. Tlie burgnge tenanfa Ct 
NorUiallerton, record lioa it, tcnew how to make Oi0 
most of tlieir vot«s in tbe good old times, and obt^a- 
ing a seat in the borough was a very costly undet* 
taSing. Wo regret that space will not permit U3 to 
enlarge upon the electoral curkraitieg of the old Nnrtli 
Hiding town. Newark, which has eiijoyedadoublemem- 
bcrship ^nca 1878, hoeuow 31 T3 electors in place oftiM 
old constituency of scot-and-lot inhabitants. At tha 
general eleotjon there was a very close polS declared^ 
tha numbers being: T. Earp, 1073 ; W. N, Nicholaon^ 
S93 ; Hon. H. E. Hatton, !I83 ; B, B. Bristowe, 9BS. 
aiie present Premier was fir.it returned to Farliammtt 
in the Conservative interest, in 1832 for Newark, then 
imder Uie influence of tlie Duke of Kewcaatle. Hia 
Grace achieved celebrity for having evicted upworft 
of a hundred persons w)\p vi^ed against tus wisbe^ 
and for the following response to a remonstrancet 
" May 1 not do as 1 like with my ovi n ?" Lord John 
Unnners atao Bat for Newark, as did several foregoeiB 
in his family, and a number of EuccessiveidDncotlilia 
greot house of Felham-Cli iiton. 

rio bt epntinut.i.) 
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Xm.— THE LAST OF THE DOOMED BOBOCGHS. 

FIVE FIHST BBFOBM BILL BOBOUQHS. 

Of the forty-tliree new borough created by the 
fuDOus first Rt'form Bill, five are doomed to dis- 
fnnchisement by the late est measure for the redistri- 
bution of seats Iblacolesfidd and Stroud arc eacli 
two-member constituencies, the remaining three 
boroughs returning one member each only. Macchas- 
field, so to speak, is dead already, the writ having be?n 
suspended since March, 1S81, when the Boyal Com- 
mission declared the last election void because of th;> 
cj&ttensive bribery which had been practised in tlio 
borough. The Commissio ners reported that they were 
much struck by the open, fearless, and confiding 
manner in which corruption had been engaged in by 
both sides, and added that " though it seems doubtful . 
Aether a contested election has ever been 
fought in Macclesfield on really pure principles, 
the conuption at the lato election was far more wide- 
spread and far more oiJ&n. tlian had been the case 
at any previous Parliamentarj' election." They 
scliedulod no less than 28 72 persons as guilty of cor- 
rupt practices, including the two members unseated 
on petition, Messrs. l?rocklehui-st and Chadwick, ag 
well as certain justices of the peace, aldermen, and 
councillors. . Almost the entire electorate had, in the 
opinion of the Commissi ^ners, been operated on by 
bribery, and niunbers of burgesses confessed to 
havinr received bribes from both political parties. 
Each stGe engaged " money captains," whose business 
it was to distribute douceurs among the electors in 
their respective wards. One of the unseated members 
testified to having taken \A\Tt in poUtics since 1832, 
when his father was reoiinied at tlie first election for 
the boroufjli. "He liat 1 no doubt there was a good 
deal of electoial amusement going on at the lato 
election. It had been the custom i^ Macclesfield 
since 1832 to distribute rofreslmient tickets to voters 
after the election. Ha could remember standing at 
tlie polling-booth presenting voters with tickets in his 
father's name, giving t-5i. for a single vote and 12s. 
f»w a plmnper. Not ii;frequently tickets dissolved 
into drink, and he rom >n;bcrod one woman telling 
how she and her hasbjind bouglit a barrel of ale, took 
it home, sat up with it, aud * rostled ' with it till it 
was finished. Cuia^jidatos ware on happy terms with 
the voters in tho:l> d.iyi, and there was a general 
jollification at elections." Some; Of the offenders wcts 
brought before tJie Quoj^ji's Bench Division for punish- 
ment in the November folio"\ving the sitting of the 
Bribery Commission, and two solicitors of Maccles- 
field were sentenced t-o nine moutlis' imprisonment 
Without classification as misdemeanants. The Com- 



mission at Macclesfteld was a most expensive one; 
costing over £5000 ; £1200 was set down for shorthand 
notes. The Parliamentary history of Stroud presents 
little of gipneral interest, the most noticeable matter 
being the connection of Lord John Russell with the" 
berough, which he represented from May, 1835 to. 
1841, when he was i-etiurne 1 for the City of London. 
Stroud came to his rescue v/hen, on taking office in. 
April of 1835, he lost his seat for South Devon.. 
This remarkable statesman, the ** calm Johnny 
who upset the • coach," as Lord Ljiiton 
styled him in his "New Timoii" (referring to the fall 
of Earl Grey's Ministry in 1834), was, as all the world 
knows, the author of that bold Reform Act, the un- 
foldiiig of the proposals of which so startled politicians 
in 1831. His life-story is familiar to all. We may 
take as a specimen of his public utterances an extract 
from a speech delivered to the electors of Stroud at 
the election of the new Parliament which followed the 
accession of her Majesty in 1837. Refemng to the 
suggested abolition of the terms \Miig and Tory, and 
the adoption by the latter party of the then new 
designation Conservative, Earl Russell said : " If they 
are really and truly conservatives as regards thi 
general institutions of the country, no name is deserv- 
ing of more adherents, or would meet with more 
general {approval ; but with them it is a mere change 
of name, a mere alias to persons who do not like to 
be known under their former designation, and who 
under the name of Conservatives mean to be conser- 
vative only of every abuse — of everything that is 
lotten — of everything that is corrupt. If that, then, 
is tl|e name that pleases them — if they say that the 
distinctiou of Whig and Tory should no longer be 
kept up — I am ready, in opposition to their name of 
Conservative, to take the name of Reformer, and to 
stand by that opposition. And in looking back to 
history, taking their sense of the denominjAion of 
Conservative, I think one may be as proud of the 
name of Reformer as they can be of the name of Con- 
servative. What was Luther ? Luther was a 
Reformer. Leo the Tenth, who opposed the Reforma- 
tion, was a Conservative. What was Galileo ?i 
Gralileo, who made great discoveries in science, was a 
Reformer. The Inquisition, who put him into prison, 
was Conservative. So, in the same way, with respect 
to every part of history, we find that in aU times and 
in all countries there have been Reformers and Con- 
servatives. The Christians who suffered martyrdom 
in Rome were Reformers. The Emperor who put 
these Christians to death, Nero, was a Conservative." 
The chief local political influence was in the 
hands of the Earl of Ducie, and the tliird earl sat 
for Stroud in 1852-3 as Viscount Moreton. 
On that peer's succession to the earldom the Right 
Hon. Edward Horsman,. Irish Secretary under Lord 
Palmerston, was chosen to take his place as memb«r 
for Stroud. At the last general election Mr. W. G. 
Stanton and the Hon. H. R. Brand, son and heir of 
Viscount Hampden, the late Speaker, were returned 
members for Stroud, which has an electorate of 6332 
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voters. The representfition of Frome has, since the 
borough was added to the roll of rarliament in 1832, 
been a good deal in the hands of the Boyle family, aii4 
the present EarJ of Cork and Orrery, head of the house^ 
as also his brother, Colonel the Hon. AV. G. Boyle, have 
been among the representatives. Mr II. B. Samuelson 
was retmmed unopposed at the general election; but 
it is worthy of note, as showing the cost of an unconj 
tested election, that the exponsos of his candidature^ 
were £379 3s. 5d. Of tliis £89 123. was returned as 
for printing and advertising, £70 17s. 3d. for hire of 
public halls, committee rooms, &c., and £167 8s. 8d. for 




Men in 1850 to 10,148, is now given as 9376; while 
the electorate, 322 at the creation of the borough, and 
883 in 1857, has been enlarged to a total of 1390. 
Kendal, created in 1832, a borough with 327 ToterSt 
consisting of the £10 householders of Kendal and 
ESrkland, has now 2108 eleetoi-s, represented by Mr. 
James Cropper, who was chnsen at the bye-doctioa 
occasioned by the death of Mr. J. "Whitwell, in Decem- 
ber, 1880. Mr. George Carr Glvn, the banker,represeBted 
Kendal for many years. The principal part of the 
patronage of the borough was divided between 
the Tufton and Lowther families. Whitby's 
short Parliamentary life has been a quiet one. 
Mr. Arthur Pease, tlie present member, was first 
returned in 1880 by a substantial majority. There 
are 2325 voters on the burgess roll, as against 422 in 
1832. Robert Stephenson, of the famous family of 
railway engineers, who sat for a number of years as 
lepresentatiTO of "V^Tiitby, is the most illustrious of the 
members of ParUament returned by the romantic 
Yorksliire seaside borough. 

DOOMED BOROUGHS OF SCOTLAND AND 

IRELAND. 

Notwithstanding the imion of the crowns o^ 
Scotland and England by the accession of James I. to 
the tlirone .vacated by the death of "good Queen 
Bess,'' the country " ayont the Tweed" continued its 
own separate parliament for upwards of a century, 
until in 1707, when Anne ruled in Britain the parlia- 
ment of the North was merged into the assembly 
at Westminster, though not without strenuous 
opposition on the part of the Scotch. The system of 
representative i)eers was arranged, and forty-five 
members of the House of Commons, selected by the 
Scotch constituencies, provided for, two-thirds of 
these being allocated to counties, and the remainder 
to the borouglis. In the latter constituencies the 
electorate, as settled by tlio first Refc^rm Bill, con- 
sisted of tiie £10 house-occupiers (whether proprietor, 
tenant, or joint occupier), together with the boiid 
fide owners of such properties, resident or not, and 
husbands, y«r« uxoris, after the death of their wives, 
holding by the courtesy of Scotland. These were en- 
franchised in 1832 in lieu of the magistrates and town- 
councillors, who previously used to choose the repre- 
sentatives. Scotland will only have two of its 
constituencies struck off by the new Seats Bill — 
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the Haddington and Wigt6\yn Burghs. The former' 
returned Sir D, Wedderburn at the last general election, 
and on his resignation in 1882, Mr. A. C. Sellar was 
selected to succeed to the membership. "The burgh 
strict comprises at present some 1805 voters, and a 
population of 13,755. The Earl of Lauderdale's in- 
fluence was at one time dominant over the representa- 
tion here. Among the most noteworthy members 
have been the Hon. H. Erskine, brother of the Lord 
Chancellor of that ilk, th^ second Viscount Melbourne, 
and General Sir H. R. Ferguson Davie. The AMgton 
Burghs have 1340 electors in place of 326 in 1832. 
Formerly the Earls of Galloway and Stair enjoyed 
jyetween them the chief influence over the repre- 
sentation. In 1880, Mr. J. Mcliaren (since 
made a Lord of .Session) wns returned by a 
majority of twelve over Mr. M. J. Stewart, his 
Conservative rival.. On Mr. McLaren being appointed 
to the liQrd Advocacy, a new election ensued, when 
Mr. Stewart turned the tables upon his opponent, 
defeated him by 23 In a poll of exacCly one more than 
that registered at the general election. A petition 
a^l^ainst Mr. Stewart's return was presented, howeverf 

and that gentleman lost his seat. Another oontesfc 
ensued, in which the Conservative candidate. Sir John 
Hay, a distinguished naval ofllcer, and ex-Lord of the 
Admiralty, was able to hold the seat gained by his 
party, he obtaining 16 Totes more than Bir. O. 
McMicMng, the Liberal candidate. Sir John 
M*Taggart and Sir William Dunbar may be mito- 
tioned among earlier representatives. 

The Parliamentary Union with Ireland, which came 
into effect on the 1st of January, 1801, was carried 
by the energy and determination of Lord Comwallis, 
t£e Lord Lieutenant, and Lord Castlereagh. The 
" Correspondaice of Charles, First Marqms Com* 
wallis," published in 1858, reveals the secret measures 
adopted to effect this important legislative measure. 
There were 300 members in the Irish House of 
Comhions, 50 of v.hom were barristers. The large, 
sum of £1,260,000 was fi(j[)ent in the purchase of 
pocket boroughs from the patrons, about £15,000 
being given for each. Lord Downshire received 
£52,500 for his interest of this kind, and Lord Ely 
£45,000. Twenty-two Irish peerages were created as 
bribes, nineteen Irish peers were advanced to higher 
estate, and five obtained English peerages. Pensions 
and places innumerable were granted to less influential 
recipients. The Opposition was almost equally corrupt, " 
and as much as £5000 was given on either side 
for an individual vote. The Act of Incorporation 
allowed a hundred members of the House of Commons 
to Ireland, with twenty-eight temporal and four 
spiritual peers in the House of Lords. The city and 
borough constituencies under the Reform Act were 
made up of the surviving freemen and burgesses who 
had votes before the bill became law, freeholders of 
estates acquired before 1832, and occupiers of houses 
of the annual value of £10, or of kmds or houses 
assessed with the £8 poor rate. Twenty-two Irish 
constituencies are to be deprived of their members by 



\ 



V 



7 



/ 



the new Redistribution Bill, viz., Armagh, Athlone, 
Bandon, Carlow, Carrickfergus, Clonmel, Coleraine, 
Downpatrick, Drogheda, DundaUr, Dungarvan, Dun- 
gannon, Ennis, Enniskillon, Kinsale, Lisbum,. Mallow, 
New Ross, Portarlington,Tralee,Wexfordand Youghall. 
The city of Armagh, witli 634 electors, returned Mr. 
O. De La P. R^rv^fford, unopposed, at the general elec- 
tion. Athlone chopo the late Sir J. G. Ennis at the 
ffune timo, ho rcct'iving 163 votes to Mr. Ed. Shell's 
1«2. Sir Jolin died in 1884, and Mr. J. H. McCarthy, 
jim., Nationalist, was returned without opjwsition in 
his stead. There are only 344 voters in tlie boroug^h. 
Mr. Jaraos Talbot (afterwards Lord Talbot de ^In la- 
hide), tlie Hon. H. Hancock, Jolm O'Connell, and Mr. 
W. (afterwjir'^ls Judge) Keogh, are among former 
members for AtlUone. Bandon, the representation of 
^iliich has been for many years in the hands of 
the earl to which the borough gives title, 
returned Capt. Rcmard at the general election 
by a majority of 15 over "Mx. Allman, the 
Liberal candidate, who, however, succeeded in ob- 
taining the sent in the following Jime, on the retire- 
ment of the captain. There are 398 electors on the rolL 
As might be expected from a close borough under the 
role of the family of Bernard, quite a number of mem- 
bers of that name occur, in addition to whom we may 
notice Sorj<»ant (afterwards Judge) Jackson. In 1880 
Mr. C. Dawson was returned in the Home Rule interest 
for Carlow, a constituency with 291 burgesses,where at 
one time the Bruen and Bunbury families were chiefly 
influential. Mr. W. (afterwards Judge) Maule, and 
the notorious John Sadlier were members for Carlow. 
Oarrickfergus, with 1420 voters, returned Mr. T. 
Greer at the last gennral election. Here the three 
Marquises of Hertford, Donegal, and Downshire at one 
time sliarrd the political patronage. Clonmel, which 
gave Mr. Arthur Moore a seat in 1880, has 432 electors. 
Judges Ball and Pigott sat for this borough beft^re 
their elevation to the Bench; and the Bai?- 
•well family had chief local inflence at the 
election of members. Sip H. H. Bruce was 
chosen at Coleraine at the general election; 4C2 
burgesses have the franchise in this borough, in place 
of 207 in 1832. The Boresfords were jwiramount in 
Cderaino years ago. Downpatrick sent Mr. J. Mul- 
holland to St. Stephen's in 1880 to occupy the seat 
formerly filled by J(^m Wilson Croker and many of the 
Kers. In 1832 there were 507 voters registered in 
this boreugh, though 299 only enjoy the franchise at 
the present time ; and the population is also consider- 
ably less than was the case fifty years ago. DrQgheda 
has 670 electors, who returned Mr.Benj. Whitworthat 
the commencement of the present Parliament without 
opposition. Mr. R. Plunkett and Sir W. Somerville, 
^o was in office under Lord Palmerston, sat for 
Drogheda. Dungannon, with an electorate of 800, 
chose Mr. T. A. Dickson as its member five years ago, 
hQ receiving 128 votes against 126 recorded for the 
Hon. W. J. Enox, a scion of the familv of the Earl of 
Banfurly, which swayed the choice of the burgesses 
At one time, and who had himself for many years 



v^resented the borougn. . a petition was presented 
against Mr. Dickson's return, and he being in conse- 
qiienoe unseated, his son, Mr. J. Dickson, now con- 
tested the constituency against th& Hon. Mr. Enox. 
Though the latter secured two votes more than the 
polling previously taken, Mr. Dickson's total reached 
132, and the latter was declared duly elected. His 
father the following yeiur regained a seat in the House 
of Commons as member for County Tyrone, vice Mr. 
Litton, who had been chosen a commissioner under 
the Land Law Act. The hon. an4 ^[allant Colonel 
Enox was again Mr. BieHSon^s opponent, at the poll. 
Dungarvan has 305 voters, represented by Mr. F. H. 
pDonnell. The Duke of .Devcmshire interest here 
was large, and in 1832 the burgess roll contained more 
than double the number of names now registered 
therein. Hichard Lalor Shell and John Francis 
• Maguire were both members for Dungarvan in tlieir 
time. Ennis, represented by Mr. M. J. Kenny, has 
only 253 persons in enjoyment of the franchise. Lord 
Inchiquin's influence was very considerable in the 
constituency at one period. Prior to the passing of 
the Reform Bill, a noticeable name among the mem* 
bers for Ennis was that of Smith O'Brien, and more 
recently the Right Hon. J. W. Fitzgerald, Irish Attor- 
ney-General, sat for the borough. Enniskillen, long 
a pocket constituency of the earl of the same name, 
has 452 voters, in whose interest the heir to the earl- 
drtn wns returned to Piirliament in 1880. KJnsale 
has shown a steady decadence fcaf years, both 
in numbers of . population and electors, and there are 
now 199 names on the burgess roll, Mr. E. CoUins, the 
Home Rule candidate, securingthemajority of their suff- 
rages at the general election. Lisbum, chiefly domi- 
nated in tlie past by the influence of the Marquis of 
Hertford, returned Sir R. Wallace, Bart., unopposed, 
five years ago, in the Conservative interest. Sir 
'Horace Seymour and Sir J. Emerson Tennant should 
be mentioned as past members for the bdrough, which 
has an electorate of 885 at present. The borough of 
Mallow, the present member for which, Mr. O'Brien^ 
has succeeded in gaining an unenviable notoriety 
':for his factious action against the institutions 
of the United Kingdom, has 287 voters, and was for 
many years represented by Sir D. C. Jephson-Norreys, 
Bart' Mr. W. O'Brien succeeded Judge Johnson in 
the representation on his elevation from 
tiie Irish Solicitor - Generalship to the Bench. 
New Ross is represented by Mr. J. E. Redmond," 
elected without a contest in 1881 on the retirement of 
Mr. Foley. There are 238 registered electors. The 
Tottenham and Talbot families have furnished several 
members for Mallow, and were formerly considered to 
liol'i the representation in theirhands. Portarlington, 
witii only 138 burgesses, is essentially a soldier's 
borough. It has beeii represented by fighting men 
since long before the onion. The Moira, the Fam- 
bam, the Warburton, the Coote, the Dawson-Damer, 
and the Dunne families have all had soldier-sons in 
Parliament for it ; and^the present member, Mr. R. F. 
Brewster, is a heavy dragoon. His predecessor in the 
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ri'pTesentation (now "Lord Castletown of Upper 
Ossoiy) was a Life . Guardsman. The Seats 
Cai closes the "MHitary Plarliamentary Borough," 
and its present silent member will go down 
to history as the last of a long'scries of soldier-giants 
who sat for ** the PiJe Knuckle in the throttle of 
Leix.** It was once, stys n correspondent, proposed 
to the late brave warrior. Colonel Fred. Bumaby, to 
stand for Portarlington, his return being sure if lie 
would only consent. It did not take the gallant 
Guardsman long to give a characteristic reply. 
•* Pshaw ! " said he, ♦* tlipre would be no fun in getting 
in for a one-horse pifte like that." Tralee, with a 
li.st of 371 electors^ is represented by Mr. D.. 
OT)onoghue. Two sons of "The Liberator," Maurice 
and Daniel O'Connell, are among the members for 
Tralee. Wexford, for which Mr. W. Redmond sits, 
has 522 voting burgesses, and a population of 
upwards of 12,000. Toughail, long dominated by 
the Duke of Devonsfainp, has a constituency of 263 
burgesses, who retimied Sir J. N. McKenna in 1865, and 
again in 1874 and 1880. In all these Irish boroughs, 
so many of which are to be swept away, there was 
much trafficking of the vote goinpr on in the " bad 
old times." "The Civil Correspondence and Memo- 
randa of the Duke of Wellington " during the time 
when he was Chief SecPrtary for Inland lift, the veil 
upon wholesale dealings in corruption carried on in 
high places, the close oonstituencit?3 of the Emerald 
Isle being gambled with as so many counters in the 
hazaid of political cluuice. There is much of general 
historical interest in connection with these oAd 
Hibernian boroughs, but our space is exhausted. 
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Paisley <t Benfreicshirc Gazette, 
VLtnf 9, 1885. 
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